Mr C Born,  Chief Executive

North Somerset Primary Care Trust

Waverly House

Old Church Road

Clevedon  BS21 6NN

Dear Mr Born

Wrington Surgery

I am writing about the proposal to close Wrington Surgery and make everyone in Wrington travel 5 or more miles there and back to a new surgery in Langford. I do not agree with the proposal - why should the 3000+ people at Wrington have poorer accessibility to the surgery?
I object because:

· Patients living in Wrington would no longer have easy access to medical facilities. This is particularly important for those with medical conditions which require frequent visits to the surgery – often weekly, sometimes daily. There is a defibrillator at Wrington surgery: if the surgery closes, it would go to Langford – so instead of being 3 or 4 minutes away, it would be 10 – 15 minutes at best – critical for someone with a heart attack, and which could literally mean the difference between life and death. 

· people without a car would find it difficult to get to Langford – the bus service is every 1 or 2 hours and then there is a 15 minute walk

· cost – at the Wrington public meeting the cost of building the new surgery was put at up to £3 million; plus a ‘pro rata ‘ increase in rent. A figure of an extra £100,000 a year in rent was mentioned. This is a huge increase for the PCT and more burden on the taxpayer. This does not make economic sense, even more so in the current economic downturn.

· increased traffic from Wrington to Langford would  damage the environment – more CO2

· the proposed new surgery site is very close to Churchill Primary School – if people are forced to drive, that means a large increase in traffic past the school gates. 

The practice say they want more space to give a better service – they can get more space by extending the present surgeries at Wrington and Churchill – much more cost effective; no travel disadvantage to any patients; and still get the benefits. This must be a more sensible alternative.  I believe Banwell and Yatton both want to extend their surgeries, also to give better services, GP training etc, so it can be done.

Please note my objections

Yours sincerely

Copy :  Dr Liam Fox  MP       House of Commons, London,  SW1A 0AA
