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We wish all our readers, contributors and those who prepare and distribute
.* The Lophams’ News, a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year *.
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Royal British Legion
Festival of Remembrance

This year, St Nicholas' Church was the setting
for the Lophams’ & Kenninghall Branch
service on Remembrance Sunday. After the
ceremony, wreaths were taken and re-placed
on the village War Memorial. The Memorial
was the setting for a moving ceremony on
Friday 9th, when local veterans were joined
by RBL standards from the area, personnel
from USAF Lakenheath and Class 3 from St.
Andrew's School. After the Silence, the laying
of wreaths and reading of names, the children
sang their Remembrance song and the two
national anthems were sung, before the
children had an opportunity to hear a little of
the history of the last 90 years from Albert
Crook, and to talk to the Americans.

St. Andrew’s School

November brought a great shock for
everyone - when Penny Sheppard told us
that she had been appointed to open a
brand new large school with nursery, and
would be leaving the Partnership at Easter.
We all congratulate her on winning such a
marvelous position, but will miss her greatly,
after nearly three exciting years.

Special guests at the Church Assembly on
the Diamond Wedding of HM the Queen
and Prince Philip were the Revd and Mrs
Dakin, who celebrated their own Diamond
Anniversary earlierin theAutumn.

The School Council have worked very hard
to organise some excellent fund raising
events. A Cake Stall just before half term
made £84 and the income from the Children
in Need Day was well over £70 (they had an
opposites day, with boys dressed as girls
and vice versa - with some very impressive
results!). Many thanks to Mrs Segovia for all
her help with the organisation. The last
weeks of term will include the usual
December activities, with highlights being
the Class 1 play, the Christmas meal and
party, and the Carols event in South
Lopham Church on 18th at 6pm, before we
hold the Nativity service at North Lopham on
the final morning. A very Happy Christmas
everybody!!

Lophams’ Happy Circle

We held our meeting in the Village Hall last

week, plus a Bring & Buy. Although small in
number, we had a very successful sale. The
next meeting will be the Christmas Dinner
on 13th December. If anybody wants to
know anything about the Club please
contact Daphne on 01379 687453 or Avis
on 01953681789.

Lophams’ Village Hall

Bonfire Evening - We would like to thank
everyone who attended our 14th Annual
Bonfire evening. The event was very
successful, with more spectators than
previous years. Everyone was thrilled with
the spectacular fireworks display and huge
bonfire. We would like to thank Andy Gray,
Peter Shertzer, Neville Styles, Frank Webber
and Steve Nott, who arranged and presented
the display, and Jim Harris who built the
bonfire. The competition for a decorated Guy
Fawkes Hat had twenty excellent entries,
and was kindly judged by Mr & Mrs McCann.
Holly Rednall's entry was placed first in the
seven years and over group, with Ella
Levington firstin the six years and under.

The Judo Club has run sessions at the
Village Hall since 2000 however in recent
years local support has dwindled to a point
where the club now attracts players from
Kings Lynn, Norwich, Yarmouth and indeed
players from Miami have travelled to train at
our Club. At present we boast players that are
international and national champions and in
successive years have produced 10 year old
children that have become British Champions
at the Olympic sport of judo, neither of whom
being local. Even though we seek to serve our
local community it seems there is a lack of
interest within our surrounding villages which
is strange given our success. In the clubs 15
year existence the mat fee of £1 has
remained fixed, which means it must be one
of the cheapest ways to keep fit and learn a
sport from coaches that have achieved the
highest status. Novice seniors and juniors are
all welcome. We do not expect you all to travel
the world and compete. If anyone is interested
in taking up the sport please contact Howard
Oates on 01379 688258.

Lophams’ Ladies

Members recently spent an enjoyable
evening at the theatre in Bury St Edmunds.
Here they saw Annie Get Your Gun
performed. The December meeting will

include an exercise session and social
evening. Contact 01379 687337.

Lophams’ Playgroup

We all enjoyed our Halloween Disco, raising
£75 to help with playgroup funds. Special
thanks to Joe for helping us again. All children
are now busy making Christmas bits and
pieces. We will be selling tickets for our
Christmas Hampers again, through
Playgroup or The King's Head Pub. We still
have places available for children from 2
years to pre-school age. Merry Christmas and
aHappy New Year to you all. Cherilyn & Julie

Lophams’ Baby & Toddler Group

We meet every Thursday from 2 - 3.15pm at
The Mess (in front of the school). We are a
small, friendly group, with lots of toys for the
children to play with. Come along for a
coffee and chat. For more information
contact Cherilyn on 01379 688116 or Gillian
on 01379 687225.

North Lopham Parish Council

At the meeting held on November 14th, Mrs
Heather Potter was co-opted onto the Parish
Council to fill the vacancy left by the
resignation of Graham West. Amajor item was
discussion of information which had been
received about the ‘timetable’ for the Post
Office's planned closure of 2,500 out of 14,300
branches over the coming months. Breckland
has asked Parish Councils to complete a
guestionnaire, by the end of November, to try
to gauge the level of impact of any possible
closures. It was decided that the Parish
Council should produce a survey to get first-
hand evidence about usage of the Post Office,
to be distributed to all homes in North Lopham
immediately after the meeting. By the time you
receive this edition of Lophams News, it may
be after the official ‘closing date' for the return
of completed surveys, but if, by any chance,
you missed the deadline (25th November)
and have any particular views to express,
please get in touch with our Clerk, Mike Cox
on 01379 688355. The Letchmere
Restoration Project was awarded a certificate
and brass plaque at the CPRE (Campaign to
Protect Rural England) awards ceremony in
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Norwich early in November. It is pleasing to
get recognition from an independent
organisation for the achievement which was
brought about by the contributions of so many
in the community! Clearly the outbreak of 'Bird
Flu' on our doorstep is very worrying for the
whole community - not just those involved in
the industry. There is a large amount of
publicity regarding restrictions and health
advice. An extract from the DEFRA web-site
has been placed on the ‘'Letchmere'
noticeboard, regarding procedures to be
followed if dead wild birds (other than ‘road-
kills") are discovered.

South Lopham Parish Council

We were joined by county councillor John
Baskerville for our November meeting when
footpaths, verges and the A1066 were among
topics for discussion. Unfortunately the
countryside access warden was unable to
walk footpaths in October as promised, but
has assured us that landowners responsible
for impassable footpaths will be contacted.
The wide verge on the Blo Norton Road has
been cut, and work on cutting back the
overhanging branches will begin soon. The
reinstatement of verges on the A1066 is also
due to begin soon. Highways have put re-
surfacing of part of Church Road and Brick
Kiln Lane in their budget for 2008-2009. The
faded white lines in the village centre should
have been repainted by the time you receive
this newsletter; John Baskerville promised to
look into the delay in the completion of this
work. He also gave the council an outline of
the proposed reorganization of the County
Council. Councillors will be attending a joint
training session with North Lopham and
Garboldisham PCs in the New Year and will
also have a presentation on affordable
housing at the January meeting.
Congratulations were passed on to North
Lopham PC for their award for the work to
Letchmere. The full minutes are posted in the
bus shelter, which now has a new bus
schedule on the noticeboard.

North Lopham Methodist Chapel

There will be a Carol Service on Sunday
2nd December at 2.30pm, conducted by the
Rev Colin Telfer. Refreshments after the
service. Collection for National Children’s
Home. Come and sing your favourite carol.
We will be please to see you there. A
welcometoall.

* 16th Decemberat10.45am,
Preacher Rev Edna Buggey of Diss.

St. Nicholas’ Church
(North Lopham)

CONGRATULATIONS! - Emma Rogers,
aged seven, entered a competition in the
Spring to write a special prayer for
"Committed to Growth", the new Church of

England initiative across Norfolk, to
encourage parish churches to grow - in
numbers, in discipleship and in service to their
communities. Emma’s prayer was chosen to
be printed on the same card as the prayer
written by Bishop Graham for use in every
church in the diocese! We are all basking in
the reflected glory!! Emma was presented
with her framed original, plus message from
Bishop Graham, before giving a card to
everyone at Family Service and using it for the
first time. We all look forward to seeing the
cards in use in many other villages too.
Stones & Roses Jewellery Party: Jean and
Chris welcomed us once again to do some
Christmas shopping in the comfort of their
home. Thank you both! Buggy Club will take
a short break for the Christmas holidays -
meeting on 11th Dec, then re-commencing on
22nd January, in the church at 10.30am, for
an hour of gentle fun and time to chat.

The Advent to Epiphany season has many
highlights: The Toy Service at 11am on 2nd
December: Our families try to think of those
fairly near to home who have very little to
celebrate at Christmas time, by bringing a gift,
wrapped and labelled with the kind of person
it is for - a boy or girl of a certain age, a
teenage carer, a tired mum etc. All the gifts
are taken to Prospect House, the NCH centre
for families in real difficulties at Thetford.
Advent Carols at 6.30pm on 9th: The
special readings, hymns and music make this
a wonderful introduction to the season. It's an
occasion not to be missed. Family Carols at
1lam on 16th: The children have the
important job of reading the story of the first
Christmas, and everyone shares in singing
the traditional carols. The King’s Head Carol &
Auction event from 1pm brings the spirit of
Christmas alive for all the regulars, plus many
others from the community, as we raise
money for a good cause chosen by those who
will take part. Carol singing in the village on
Friday 21st: Meet at the Methodist Chapel at
6.45pm (everything we collect will go to the
Biblelands charity to help handicapped &
orphaned children in the lands around
Bethlehem). The Crib & Christmas Tree
service at 5pm on Christmas Eve: Thisis a
magical time for families of all ages. As the
Nativity story unfolds once again, the children
place the figures in the stable scene and we
all feel the sense of wonder as itis completed.
The First Communion of Christmas is in
North Lopham this year!! There will be Carol
singing from 11pm; the service begins at
11.30pm. Come early to be sure of a seat!
December 30th, being a fifth Sunday, there is
a Group Communion Service at 10am in St.
Nicholas' Church

St. Andrew’s Church
(South Lopham)

Over 70 people attended the Harvest
Supper, which was a great success. Thank
you to Mike Shipperlee for the hog roast and
to Cynthia Huggins for catering the event.
Mince Pies will be served at the next Coffee

Morning on Wednesday, 28th November
10 - 12 noon. On Friday 30th November, St.
Andrew's School will hold an assembly to
celebrate 25 years since its foundation -
please contact the school for further
information. The PCC will be decorating the
church on December 12th from 210am.
Anyone willing to join us should just turn up.
Any help will be gratefully received. A
Christingle service will be at St. Andrew's at
4pm on 16th December and the White Horse
Pub will host the Annual Carol Singing
Evening on 19th December at 7.30pm.
Please come and join in these enjoyable
community occasions. Everyone is welcome.

Friends of South Lopham Church

Have you got your tickets for the Victorian
Christmas Evening yet? This should be a
most enjoyable evening when Clive Paine
and his wife appear in costume dress and
give seasonal readings interspersed with
slides. The evening starts at 7.30pm in the
church on Friday 14th December. Tickets are
£6. The church will be festive, and mince pies
and mulled wine will be served after the
performance, which should be around
8.45pm. Do come along and if you would like
to reserve your place by purchasing your
ticket in advance, do so by ringing Kath on
01379 687579 or Jackie on 01379 687260.
May | take this opportunity to wish everyone,
particularly our many supporters/helpers, a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Services for December
North Lopham South Lopham

2nd December
9.30amHC -
1lam MS -

9th December
11lam Fam Serv 9.30am HC
6.30pm Adv C -

16th December
11am Fam Car 4pm Christingle

23rd December
11am Fam Comm 6.30pm ES

30th December
Group Communion at North Lopham at 10am

CONTRIBUTIONS
FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
BY 15TH DECEMBER
PLEASE TO
The Court, South Lopham
or e-mail to
news@thelophamsnews.co.uk
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You can contact the Editor, Steve Milbourne, on 01284 724956 (during office hours) or 01953 714878 (at other times) or e-mail: news@thelophamsnews.co.uk




