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We wish all our readers, contributors and those who prepare and distribute
.* The Lophams’ News, a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year *.
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Lophams’ Village Hall

Even though the Bonfire and Firework
evening was postponed for a week because
of torrential rain, a pleasing crowd came along
to enjoy the superb firework display. Thank
you to the 'team'. Rosemary was thrilled to
have 22 entries for the children's bonfire night
picture competition. Prizes were awarded to
Phoebe, Molly and Lulu in the ‘Over 7s’, and
to Theo, Joanna and Rory in the ‘Under 7s'.
Thank you to all who helped in any way.

Dog Training Classes are now held on
Tuesday evenings. Details from registered
trainer Elaine on 07845 776110. Ballroom
Dancing Sessions at the Hall are on the 3rd
Thursday each month (7-9pm) at £4. Contact
Eileen on 01379 687515 to find out more.
Farmers' Markets continue, but on Sunday
21stin December, from 9am to 12.30pm. New
producers of local produce are always
welcome. Just call Mike on 01379 687235 for
details. To book the Hall for private functions,
please phone 01379 687679.

Lophams’ Happy Circle

The November meeting was a busy Bring &
Buy, along with a game of Bingo. The next
meeting will be a Christmas Meal at the
South LophamWhite Horse (12.30 for 1pm).
If anybody would like to know anything about
the Club please ring Avis on 01953 681789
or Daphne on 01379 687453.

Lophams’ Ladies

Members recently enjoyed a visit to Bury St.
Edmunds Theatre. A Social Evening is
planned for December. Our monthly
meetings are held at the Village Hall, with a
varied programme of speakers and events.
If anyone would like to know more please
contactMrsSFrizzelon01379687337.

Little Ouse Headwaters Project

AGM and Talk - This year the AGM will be at
the Village Hall on Thursday 4th December
at 7.30pm. Tim Pankhurst, a well known
expert, will talk about “Fens, what they are
and why they matter”. Non-members,
friends and family are all welcome. A

donation of £2 from non-members towards
the cost of refreshments would be welcome.

St. Andrew’s School

The last half term ended on areal “high” with
the Pink Day, partly to remember Sharon
Teteris and partly to raise funds for Breast
Cancer research. Everyone found
something pink to wear, and mums made
pink goodies for a Cake Sale. FOSTA
provided refreshments, which raised a
wonderful £129.19 to share between the
charity and the school. The children
continued to think of others by bringing
coins to stick all over Pudsey Bear outlines
for Children in Need.

A new venture is a Singing/Activity Club
after school. This is proving really popular,
as it enables us to have time to enjoy all
sorts of music activities. The members
performed a new song for the grandparents,
who came to a special morning in their
honour. Class 2 recorder players showed off
their skills at the same event.

December is always an exciting time. Class
1 are working on their Nativity Play and
everyone is planning the Carol Evening at
South Lopham Church - watch for local
notices, then come along and join us. A
Partnership trip to the pantomime at
Yarmouth Hippodrome will be an amazing
climax! As we come to the end of the year,
we say a huge Thank You to everyone who
helps the school in any way. A very Happy
Christmastoyou all.

The last Community Lunch of term is on
Tuesday 16th December, at 12 noon, with a
chance to see the Class 1 Play afterwards.
As places are limited, please contact Jennie
Vere (01379 687679) by 14th December if
you would like to come to the lunch.
Transport can be arranged if required.

South Lopham Village Society

Our first function on 18th October was a great
success in promoting community relations in
the village, with a hundred or so guests. The
next will be a Christmas get-together at the
Village Hall on Friday 19th December from
6pm. Entry is free and we hope it will be well

supported. Enquiries and suggestions to
01379 687593, 687490 or 640355.

Carol & Auction Event
(Kings Head - Sunday 21st December)

It's great to have George and Angie installed
at the Kings Head. For any who have not met
them, do come to the Annual Carols & Auction
event on the Sunday before Christmas by
1pm, to sing carols, have fun, and raise lots of
money for charity. New items to sell can be
taken along during the days before, or can be
collected by one of the 'regulars'.

Redgrave & Lopham Fen
(for bookings phone 01473 892430)

Christmas Crafts - Shaker Cards with a
Yuletide Theme. Sun 7th Dec, 10am-4pm.
£5 per person per 1% hour session. All
materials provided. Christmas Cracker
Making. Sun 14th Dec, 10am-4pm. £5 per
family per % hour session. Bring your own
gifts, other materials provided for a set of 6
crackers. Robin Redbreast Activity Day.
Mon 22nd Dec. £3. For 6-12 year olds.
Photographic Exhibition. Dec 13th-Jan
4th. Guided Walks. 28th Dec, 1st Jan.
Adults £3, children £1.

North Lopham Parish Council

All members of the Council and 4 members
of the public attended the meeting on 12th
November. Sam Baker, the Anglian Water
Team Manager for the sewerage scheme,
gave a 'progress report'. The work to lay the
main pipes under the roads is ahead of
schedule and, subject to delays caused by
unforeseen difficulties or bad weather, most
of this should be finished by Christmas.
However, the installation of the pumping
stations, the upgrading of the treatment
works at East Harling and the 'cross country'
pipes will take some time yet, so the
commissioning date is still being quoted as
‘early summer'. All residents who have said
they wish to connect will get a letter at that
time informing them of the date from which
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they can connect to the sewer (the start of
the 6 month 'no charge' period). The official
deadline for connection has passed, but if
you are still considering the options please
contact Sam on 07831 109707 to see if you
can still connect without incurring extra
charges!All present agreed that the Barhale
contractors should be complimented on
their friendliness and cooperative attitude
and the Chairman has sent a message of
thanks to that effect.

Our spending in 2008/9 looks likely to
exceed income by a small amount (the
balance being taken from reserves), so the
precept for the year April 2009 to March
2010 was set at £2700 to cover expected
increases in various expenses, and avoid
calling too much on reserves in the future.

The King’s Head re-opened on 14th
November, with new owners and licensees,
George and Angie Estcourt. Although the
refurbishment’s were not fully completed, the
business side of the pub had been thoroughly
cleaned and reorganised, with the toilets soon
to be renovated. The kitchen is being re-fitted
so that food will hopefully be served from early
December. We all welcome George and
Angie to our village and sincerely hope they
get support for taking on this venture and
helping to preserve one of the key aspects of
our community. Their new phone number is
01379 688007. They hope to install a bottle
bank fairly soon. Any profits from the bank will
be returned to the Parish Council.

South Lopham Parish Council

We were pleased to welcome William Nunn
as an observer at the November 13th
meeting. The main business of the evening
was to approve the budget for the next
financial year and to set the Precept. It was
agreed this should remain unchanged at
£2500. Norfolk Planning and Transportation
have sent the Council plans for a new bus
stop on Church Road, towards North
Lopham. This is part of works to comply with
the Disability Discrimination Act. The Parish
Council is corresponding with officers at
County Hall to ensure that, as far as possible,
the new hard standing will not be detrimental
to the appearance of the Village Centre.
Discussions regarding the proposal for a
footpath along Church Road are also
ongoing. The council was pleased to learn
that after lengthy negotiations, the dedication
of Rolfe's Track is planned for the Spring. The
next meeting of the Parish Council is on
January 15th at 7.30pm at Pansthorne B&B.

North Lopham Methodist Chapel

e T7thDecemberat2.30pm. Carol Service
conducted by the Rev Colin Telfer.

Refreshment after, and collection for
National Children’s Home. Please come
and sing a favourite carol for the cause.

¢ 21stDecemberat10.45am;
Preacher Rev Edna Buggey.

Awarm welcome to all.

St. Nicholas’ Church
(North Lopham)

Remembrance Sunday was marked by an
Act of Remembrance during a well attended
Evensong. On the 90th Anniversary of
Armistice Day, Class 3 from St. Andrew's
School joined local veterans, members of the
Royal British Legion and an Honour Guard
from USAF Lakenheath for a Remembrance
Ceremony at the Village War Memorial. We
were grateful to the Barhale Contractors for
suspending work in the village and for coming
along too. The children sang both National
Anthems and a special song, then planted
individual crosses round the memorial after
the official wreaths were laid by the RBL
Chairman and by new Head Teacher Simon
East, assisted by one of the children.

The Buggy Club now meets every
Tuesday, in term time, from 10.30-11.30am.
On 30th November, Advent Sunday, we
have a Group Communion at 10am, a
double Baptism at noon, then our Advent
Carol Service at 6.30pm. Please join us for
the whole of this very exciting day!

St. Nicholas' Festival Day is 6th
December. The Toy Service is on Sunday
7th at 11am People of all ages, especially
families, are invited to come along, bringing
a gift for someone who would otherwise
have little to celebrate at Christmas. Please
wrap your gift and label it with the age and
gender for which it is suitable, and we will
deliver the parcels to Prospect House, the
NCH Support Centre, in Thetford.

The Family Carol Service is on 21st at
11am, when the children will take the leading
role in reading the Nativity story. The Crib
Service, on Christmas Eve at 4pm, marks the
centre point of the season for our families. The
children will place the figures in the stable
scene as the familiar story is retold, ready to
welcome the Christ child on Christmas
morning. There will be a Christmas
Communion at 9.30am on Christmas Day,
and a sung Matins at 10am on Boxing Day.

St. Andrew’s Church
(South Lopham)

This year, St. Andrew's hosted the Royal
British Legion Remembrance service,
with their Trumpeter and Standard Bearer in

attendance. The service was well attended
and the collection of £90 was donated to the
RBL. On Armistice Day the two minute
silence was held at the memorial green,
when the names of those who died were
read out and remembered. The RBL wreath
was laid by lan Murdoch. Peter Coster,
Chairman of the Parish Council laid a
wreath on behalf of the parish.

“Carols at the White Horse” will be on
Monday 15th December at 7.30pm, and the
pub will be offering Christmas refreshments
plus a generous raffle prize. Do come along
towhatis always a very enjoyable evening.

Decorating the church for Christmas will be
on Tuesday 16th December. If you would
like to help please just turn up from 10am
onwards. St Andrew's School Carol
Service will be at the Church on
Wednesday 17th December at 6pm. All
families and friends are invited. The
candlelit Christingle service is at 4pm on
Sunday 21st December when children,
families and friends are all welcomed.

From 1st Jan-31st Mar, whilst Reverend
Rob Mellowship is away on sabbatical,
Reverend Reg Dakin will be in charge. He
can be contacted on 01379 641167.

Friends of South Lopham Church - The
Friends would like to wish everyone a Very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
We look forward to seeing you all in 2009.
Services for December
North Lopham South Lopham

7th December

9.30amHC -
1llamToy S 1lamHC
14th December
llamFamsS -
6.30pmES -

21st December
1lam Fam Carol S 4pm Christingle

28th December
10am Group Communion Service at Roydon

CONTRIBUTIONS
FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
BY 15TH DECEMBER
PLEASE TO
The Court, South Lopham
or e-mail to
news@thelophamsnews.co.uk
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You can contact the Editor, Steve Milbourne, on 01284 724956 (during office hours) or 01953 714878 (at other times) or e-mail: news@thelophamsnews.co.uk




