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Norfolk Explorer Website

St Andrew’s School

South Lopham Ramblers

Village Hall

In an oversight last month the web address
for the site was omitted. It can be found at

South Lopham Church was packed for
Carols by Candlelight, with the choir,
orchestra and Partnership Choir all present
to play and sing very new, as well as
traditional favourites, accompanied by
Michael Dann. FOSTA served mulled wine
afterwards on an evening that brought the
Christmas message alive. The Christmas
story was shared in North Lopham Church at
the last assembly of term on 19th December.
The new term is in full swing, with lots of
learning, and also lots of fun in the various
Clubs. Parents of Class 1 have a chance to
work with their children and develop
computer skills on Mondays for 10 weeks at
Bressingham; all parents are invited to learn
more about supporting Reading, at St
Andrew’s on Tuesday 6th February, from
7pm. The juniors are busy devising a section
of the service at the Cathedral on Education
Sunday, 4th February - performing there will
be tremendously exciting - while the choir
and orchestra have started work on the music
for the 2007 Partnership Concert at Diss
High School in March.

The new programme for walks in 2007 is
now available. We usually meet at the bus
shelter on the first Friday of each month at
9.30am and return by about 12.30pm. The
pace is gentle and we use footpaths and
quiet lanes in the area. If you would like to
join us, or want to know more about the
walks, please telephone 01379 687260.

- This will be held on
Saturday 21st April. There will be a
children’s fancy dress competition with a
local band accompanying the event. Stall
holders are advised to book early. For

www.historic-maps.norfolk.gov.uk

Spring Garden Fair

further information please contact Mrs
Eileen Jacob on 01379 687515.

- Visitors to the December
market enjoyed a glass of mulled wine and
mince pies served in the new extension, and
accompanied by carols played by Imogen
Shipperlee and Emily Pursehouse on their
recorders. We are grateful to everyone for
their support. The next market will be held
on Saturday 24th February, 9am - 12.30pm.

make music to touch the soul
and free the spirit. Beautiful ballads to wild
dance with Native American flutes,
didgeridoo, drums, fiddle and guitar.
Amazing sounds all weaving into the web of
life. Touch the Earth (www.touchtearth.co.uk)
were formed 2 years ago and are based in
Kent. They have played festivals in the UK
and Europe. They play at our Hall, with
support from Mary Lovett, on Saturday 3rd
February from 7.30pm to 11.30pm. Tickets £5
in advance, £6 on the door, £4 concessions,
available from Peter Maxey on 01953 887940,
petemaxey@talktalk.net

Members and one visitor were welcomed to
the January meeting by Sarah Frizzell. As
the speaker for the evening was unable to
attend a ‘One Minute Please’ speaking
session was enjoyed. On Tuesday 6th
February at 7.30pm, Dr Helen Hill will
speak about ‘The Little Ouse Headwater
Project’. The competition is ‘A Winter
Collage’. Enquiries, or help with transport
to the evening, please contact 01379 687337.

The Trustees of the South Lopham Estates
Charity and their partners met at the home
of Irene and Alan Howard on 10th January
to present John Baskerville, immediate past
chairmen, with a farewell gift. John was
chairman for 21 years, and during this time,
his considered judgement has served the

Farmers’ Market

3rd February at 7.30pm

Touch the Earth

Special Concert

Lophams’ Ladies

South Lopham Estates Charity

Charity well but, due to increasing
commitments, he has reluctantly decided to
resign. After a splendid supper, kindly
provided by Allan and Irene Howard, Peter
Reeder presented John with a gift and card
to show the Trustees’ appreciation of John’s
friendship and leadership since 1985.

. Guided walks (11.30 & 1.30).
Make bird feeders, bird box building, ‘some
things fishy’ trail. Adults £1, children free.

Children 6-12
years. £3.

Children 4-8 years.
£3.

£4.

At the Parish Council meeting in January, it
was decided to ask Norfolk County Council
to set in motion a process to formally divert
the footpath which borders the north side of
the school playing field so that it will no
longer run alongside the school boundary.
The diversion we propose would take the
path along Primrose Lane for about 300
metres, before heading North North East
along the (already well used) track towards
the bottom of Tanns Lane. The School
Governors, our County, District and Parish
Councillors and members of the public
present at the meeting were in support of this
move - but we are aware that the required
consultations will take some time to run their
course. As reported last month, the seat at
Letchmere has fallen apart and it has now
been declared un-repairable. If we are
successful with the grant application for the
second phase of the work at Letchmere, we
will be buying two seats (one of which will
now replace the broken one) - but if the
application is unsuccessful the Parish
Council has already allocated some funds for

Redgrave & Lopham Fen
(All Enquiries & Bookings - 01379 688333)

World Wetland Day, Sunday 11th February,
10am - 4pm

Tracks and Trails Activity Day, Tuesday 13th
February, 10am - 12 noon.

Squirrels, Wednesday 14th
February, 10am - 12 noon.

Fun with Amphibians Lunchtime Lecture,
Wednesday 21st February, 11am - 1pm.

North Lopham Parish Council

Parish Council Elections
A message from both Parish Councils - Elections for both North and South Lopham Parish Councils will be held in May.
This could be your chance to get involved in your Community! Official notices will be placed on the Parish Council Notice
Boards in due course, but you might like to note that completed candidate nomination forms (which will be available from
Parish Clerks or direct from Breckland) must be returned to Breckland Council Offices by noon on 4th April. For full details go

to www.breckland.gov.uk and follow the menus to council > elections > elections diary.
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the project. The seat will be first priority and
we will try to ensure that it is in place by late
Spring. We expect to hear the outcome of the
grant application around the end of January.
The North Lopham Annual Parish Open
Meeting, which will be on Wednesday 9th
May, will have a new format this year. Rather
than just one report (from the Parish
Council) followed by questions and
comments, it has been decided to invite other
village organisations to give their own report
as well. The report should be written out
before the meeting and (preferably) read out
by a representative of the organisation at the
meeting. If that is not possible the report will
be read by a member of the Parish Council.
Requests for reports have already been sent
to the School, the Church, the Chapel and
the Village Hall Committee, but we would
welcome further reports from any other
group or club in the village. Please submit
your report (no longer than 5 minutes,
please!) to the Clerk, Mike Cox, by April
10th at the latest, so that we can plan the
agenda and publish it in advance.

The meeting on 11th January opened with a
talk from PC Archer, our local police officer.
Based in Attleborough, with links to Thetford
and Wymondham, he has special
responsibility for North and South Lopham.
He assured the council that crime in our
villages was very low and the burglaries in
October and November were unusual. Most
of his patrols are at night, checking vehicles
and persons, and he is aware that some may
feel that we do not see as much of him as they
might wish. Because of this, contact with the
council is important as we can identify the
need for an increased police presence or
issues requiring attention. He would like to
encourage everyone to report crime -
however minor it may appear. Even if it seems
that no action is taken, in fact every report is
logged with the Safer Neighbourhood Policy
Team and patterns are noted by him for use in
future investigations. PC Archer can be
contacted between 9am and 5pm on 01842
222706. Outside these hours you should ring
0845 4564567 with your reports and enquiries
(using 999 for emergencies only). In the
continuing fight to stop vehicles speeding
through the village on the A1066 the council
will be asking for speed checks to be carried
out between the peak traffic hours. The
council was heartened to receive a
contribution for repairs to the bus shelter
from one of the young men responsible for
the damage in October. We await a similar
response from the other. A large framed
notice board is planned for the bus shelter to
display information from all clubs and
societies as well as council agendas and
minutes - the shelter is more than a bus stop, it
is a village info-point! Lastly, remember you
can always contact the clerk to the council -
Lyn Llewellyn on 01379 687507 - with your
queries on any parish matter.

South Lopham Parish Council

North Lopham Methodist Chapel

Services for February at 10.45am.

• 4th February,
PreacherMrRoySayerofDiss.

• 18th February, Preacher
Mrs Christine Virgin ofHarleston

On February 6th, 10am to 11.30am there
will be a Coffee Morning with a hymn. Sing-
a-long all Charles & John Wesleys. All are
welcome to come and sing your favourite
one. Collection for Chapel Funds.

Everyone is warmly invited to Southlands
at 1pm on Ash Wednesday, 21st February,
for an informal lunch (Bread & Cheese
plus fruit/pickles), and chance to chat
afterwards. All proceeds will go to a charity
project, as will themoneyraised at the Lent
Lunches, on Tuesdays from 12 to 2pm, in
homes round the village. Please phone
01379 687679 if transport is needed and we
will see that you get to each venue safely.

-
Revd Philip led the Carol Service, with lots
of help from the children - their readings
were excellent. Eight children joined us for
carolling in the village, despite the damp
foggy conditions, and enjoyed a great
reception everywhere. We raised over £80
for orphans & disabled children in the
Biblelands. The church was packed for the
Crib Service on Christmas Eve afternoon.
People of all ages, including many families
with young children, shared in the retelling
of the story of the birth of Jesus. The children
were very involved throughout, reading,
putting the figures in place or taking the
collection, and Claire from Garboldisham
accompanied most of the traditional carols
on her clarinet. At the climax of the service
there was a hush as the star over the stable
was switched on and everyone shared in the
prayers.

- People from all five parishes gathered
on 31st December for the final Communion
Service of 2006, led by the Revd Reg Dakin.

- The Stable scene was finally
completed on 7th January, when the
children took the figures of the Wise Men
from the sidelines and put them inside. The
Choir joined us again on 14th January to sing
wonderful Epiphany hymns alongside
special readings and poems, at a carol service
devised by Revd Rob. marks
the start of Lent. There will be a
Communion service including special
ceremonies at St Nicholas’ Church on 21st
February at 7pm.

Ash Wednesday Lunch
& Lent Lunches

St. Nicholas’ Church
(North Lopham)

Family Carols, Village Carols, Crib Service

Group Communion for New Year’s
Eve

Epiphany

Ash Wednesday

The Buggy Club

St. Andrew’s Church

“The Buggy Club” - for parents and
children under three - met in St Nicholas’
Church for the first time on 9th January
and had a lovely time getting to know each
other better as the little ones played on
their special ‘Winnie the Pooh’ carpet.
Such was the enthusiasm that the Club
members plan to meet twice each month,
on the second and fourth Tuesdays at
10.30am. During the sessions there is time
for coffee and chat, music, and a simple
story with linked picture. Any families in
the local villages with tiny children are
warmly invited to come and join in on 13th
and 27th February.

The PCC wishes to thank everyone who
helped decorate the church, provide flower
arrangements during the year and carry out
regular cleaning in the church. In addition, a
big thank you to Ted Curson and his team for
their bell-ringing during the year. Thank you
also to the band and singers for their
contribution at ‘Give God the Glory’ services
and to Jennie Vere, who provided the music
for the carols at the White Horse, and of
course a special thank you to ‘mine host’. The
Christingle and school service were both well
attended and very much enjoyed by family
and friends of the children.

11am Fam Serv 11am HC
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11am Fam Serv 6.30pm ES

(South Lopham)

25th February

Services for February

9.30amHC -
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You can contact the Editor, Steve Milbourne, on 01284 724956 (during office hours) or 01953 714878 (at other times) or e-mail: steve@pbs–online.co.uk


