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This year the total raised for the appeal so far
is £1973.18, which is the highest total since I
have been local organiser. I would like to
thank all residents of North & South Lopham,
Kenninghall, Blo’ Norton and Fersfield for
their generous contributions during my term
as local organiser. During this time, the five
villages have raised a total of £18,284.62. I
would like to thank all collectors for their
valuable time and effort. They are; in North
Lopham - Mrs Vere, Mrs Tate, Mrs Cook, Mrs
Cooper. In South Lopham - Mrs Sadgrove,
Mrs Reeder (now retired), Mrs Logsdale, Mr
Ebbage. In Blo’ Norton - Mr Bristow. In
Kenninghall - Mrs Frost, Mrs Fuller, Miss
Tucker, Mrs Goddard. In Fersfield - Mrs
Sumpter. May I also thank all the business
who willingly displayed poppy boxes on their
premises. This year will be my last year as
local organiser. Mr Broughton of Kenninghall
has agreed to take over in 2008. I ask all
collectors to give him the loyal support you
have given me during the last 10 years.

Now that more people from North Lopham
than South Lopham walk with us, we have
renamed our group Lophams’ Ramblers!
We continue to meet on the first Friday of
the month, usually at South Lopham bus
shelter unless otherwise stated. The walks
are approximately 5 miles and we are back
by 12.30pm. If you would like to join us, or
would like more information, please
telephone Jackie Brown on 01379 687260.

A Dance recently held at the Hall was very
well attended. Music, provided by “The
Strollers”, was popular, with 60’s and 70’s
hits enjoyed. t
continues on the fourth Saturday of each
month and is very well attended, with
refreshments served. take
place on Monday and Wednesday
evenings. Contact 01379 688258.

is held on Thursday evening.

(John Goddard)

Lophams’ Village Hall

Contact Mr Harry Carter on 01379 687527.
please contact Mrs

J Vere on 01379 687679.

The last few days of the Autumn term
maintained the excitment of the weeks just
before. JONZO was the DJ for a fantastic
Disco in school. All those who took part in the
Carol Service in South Lopham Church
impressed everyone in a packed building with
their singing, their reading and their
instrumental skills. Many thanks go to the
parents who provided the delicious treats after
the event! A new school tea towel,
commissioned by FOSTA, has sold very well -
there are still a few left if any reader would like
one, available at £3.50 from the school office.

The school was recently awarded an
Activemark - because 90% or more of the
pupils have at least two hours high quality PE
and sport each week.All years 3, 4 & 5 pupils
go swimming each week this term. The
amazing 5,645 Tesco sports vouchers
collected for us (many thanks to all those
who helped) will enable us to 'purchase'
some exciting extras for dance & dramatic
activities, plus equipment for field-based
athletics. Class 3 have begun new activities
led by the County music service, preparing
for a concert with other schools in the area in
March. Singing Club and the instrumentalists
will join their friends from Bressingham for
another Partnership concert. We have
welcomed two new pupils this term. We hope
George in Class 2 and Billy in Class 3 will be
very happy at St.Andrew’s.

Members began their 2008 programme with
a talk by Bridget Hickey Williams, who gave
an interesting and informative account of
life on her smallholding. On Tuesday 5th
February a garden theme will take place as
Julian Flood speaks about ‘Climbing
Plants’. There will also be a Bring & Buy
Stall. Visitors are very welcome. The
meeting begins at 7.30pm in the Village
Hall. Contact Mrs Sarah Frizzell on 01379
687337.

For Private Bookings

St. Andrew’s School

Lophams’ Ladies

Redgrave & Lopham Fen
(for bookings phone 01379 688333)

Guided Walk: Nest Box
Day: Art Workshop

Activity Day
Mud, Glorious

Mud
Homeopathic

Plants
Annual Plant

Sale

Sat 2nd Feb, 2pm.
Sun 10th Feb, 10-4pm.

for 10-16 year olds: Mon 11th Feb, 10am - 12
noon. for 6-12 year olds: Tue
12th Feb, 10am - 12 noon.

for 4-8 year olds & their families: Wed
13th Feb, 10am - 12 noon.

and their uses lunchtime lecture: Wed
20th Feb, 11am - 12.30pm. The

is on Sunday 20thApril from 10am-4pm.

At the meeting on 9th January, 9 members
of the public were present, mainly to voice
their concerns over the development of
Meadow Farm. The Chairman, Brian Frith,
gave a summary of the various planning
applications received to date and of the
extensive correspondence with Breckland
Council to try to ensure that all changes to
the original plans are authorised and do not
have a detrimental impact on surrounding
properties, particularly those properties in
Tanns Lane which border the site.
Residents are reminded that copies of all
plans submitted to Breckland Council are
lodged with our Clerk, Mike Cox (01379
688355), and are available for viewing at
reasonable times. It was agreed that a
major agenda item for the March meeting
(March 12th) would be to consider possible
areas for development (or protection from
development!) in preparation for our input to
the Breckland Development Plan.

On Tuesday 26th February there will be a
‘Film Show’ entitled ‘Disaster in the Skies
over Lopham’. This will be the world
premiere of the DVD presentation which
has been put together by Geoff Ward and
Bruce Martin telling the story of the
disastrous air crash over the Lophams’ in
January 1945. Included is archive footage
of the Snetterton base, photos of the scenes
taken at the time and recently recorded
interviews with eye-witnesses and relatives

North Lopham Parish Council

The Lophams’ News
The Lophams’ News is delivered to every house in the two villages. It’s aim is to inform us all of what is to happen, and has
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each month. The Editor and publisher is Mr S Milbourne, and our distributors are; in South Lopham - Mr R Carter, Mr R
Demoore, Mrs S Frizzell and Mrs P Wyer; and in North Lopham - Mrs R Cook, Mrs D Green, Mrs J Keylock, Mrs S Ling,

Mrs J Tate, Mrs J Vere and Mrs T Vernon.



of some of the victims. The event will take
place at the Village Hall, starting at 7.30pm.
Tickets, priced £2, are available from North
Lopham Post Office or by phoning Brian
Frith on 01379 688042 or e-mail
brf.nl@virgin.net. Tickets will also be
available on the door, but as light
refreshments will be included it would be
good to have an idea of numbers before the
event. There will also be a raffle with
carefully chosen prizes to suit the occasion!

Why
not volunteer to be our ‘Community Ranger’.
This scheme is being promoted by Breckland
Council. Training will be given and an A-Z
handbook provided to enable the Ranger to
know who to contact with such things as;
report a full litter or dog bin, fly tipping, a
blocked drain, damage to a road sign etc. It
would seem to suit a person who moves
around the village quite a lot, perhaps in the
day-time, and is keen to play their part in
helping our community become a better place
to live. If you might be interested, please
contact our Clerk, Mike Cox (01379 688355).

Another
is planned forMarch 15th.

At January’s meeting of the Parish Council,
officers from Breckland Council gave a talk
on Affordable Housing in rural areas. It was
most informative and gave councillors much
food for thought. The Fersfield sign has
been reinstated and the failing 30mph sign
at the Thetford end of the village has been
repaired. We have also been assured that
the long awaited bottle bank will be in place
by the end of January. The council learned
that the planning appeal against the refusal
of permission for a workshop in Brick Kiln
Lane has been dismissed.

Councillors are to meet with members of
Breckland planning department in the near
future to learn more about the issues
affecting planning decisions. The Parish
Councillors from South Lopham will join
members from North Lopham and
Garboldisham Parish Councils for a Training
Session in the Village Hall on January 29th.
We hope to be able to report on a useful
session in the next Lophams’News.

Service for February at 10.45am;

• 10th February,
Preacher Rev Colin Telfer of Diss.

• 24th February,
Preacher Mrs Goodwin of Rickinghall.

On 12th February there will be a

Do you care about our community?

Dates for the Diary: ‘Village
Spring Clean’

Coffee

South Lopham Parish Council

North Lopham
Methodist Chapel

Morning

(North Lopham)

The Crib Service

The
Christmas Communion

Benefice Communion Service
Epiphany

The Epiphany Carol Service

On Ash Wednesday

Advance notice: Holy Bingo

from 10am - 11.30am, with a
Hymn Sing-a-Long. Please come and sing
your favourite.Awarm welcome to all.

The final total raised was a marvellous
£1,500 - well done everyone. All the money
was given to Lesley Colgone for the BiG C
Appeal at a presentation on 6th January.
She thanked everyone involved and said that
Big C funds are all used for research &
support for the people of Norfolk & Waveney,
so they rely on local generous donors.

We have shared many happy occasions
over the last few weeks, as the church
retained its festive finery until mid January.
The church was filled twice over on
Christmas Eve. led by the
Home Team, attracted many local families
who gathered eagerly to the sound of well
loved songs and carols played by Danny on
piano and Tom on cornet. During the service
the children placed the figures from the
Nativity Story in the stable scene.

, preceded by a
half hour of carol singing led by Tony Osler,
was enjoyed by a wonderful congregation -
we needed extra chairs! It was led by Revd
R Dakin & Revd B Sasada, who also led the

on 30th
December. was celebrated in
style. On the Feast Day, the children placed
the Kings in the crib scene and investigated
their special gifts.

on 13th
January marked the end of the main
celebration season. All the wonderful music
was enhanced by extra musicians, as it was
the Music, Praise and Worship Service for
the month. Revd Norman Steer led the
worship and preached a lively and very
interesting sermon.

, 6th February, there
will be a special Fellowship lunch, at 1pm at
Southlands. Everyone is welcome to come
along, and stay afterwards for a chat. The
special services for the day are at Roydon
(9.30am) and Bressingham (7.30pm). For
help with transport phone 01379 687679.

- The first
Monday of each month, 2-4pm, at the
Lophams’ Village Hall, in aid of South and
North Lopham Churches. Further details
will be available nearer the date. Everyone
welcome.

Everyone from the local area is warmly
invited to come and share bread & cheese

Kings Head Carol & Auction event

St. Nicholas’ Church

North Lopham Lent Lunches

You can contact the Editor, Steve Milbourne, on 01284 724956 (during office hours) or 01953 714878 (at other times) or e-mail: news@thelophamsnews.co.uk

lunches on Tuesdays in Lent in homes
around North Lopham, starting on 12th
February at Southlands, between 12 noon
and 2pm. There is always lots of time to chat
and exchange news and every penny
donated goes to this year's diocesan Lent
project. If transport is a problem, just call
01379 687 679 and a lift can be arranged.
The complete list of venues will be
published in church and on local notice
boards. Do come!

In February 1948 Kathleen Tebble of Diss
rang her first full peal on the bells at North
Lopham. Since then she has been a
welcome ringer on many occasions, so we
are thrilled that she will celebrate the 60th
anniversary by coming to St Nicholas’ once
again, at 11.30am on 23rd, with a group of
friends who will ring a Quarter Peal to mark
the occasion. Kathleen will ring for a little
while, and share some bell ringing
memories afterwards.

The PCC is delighted to report that St.
Andrew’s Church has received an offer of a
grant from English Heritage totalling
£170,000 to replace the Nave roof, which
will cost in the region of £243,000. It is
hoped that stage 1 of the project will begin
shortly. Now the hard work begins.

11am Fam S No Service
6.30pm ES -

11am Fam Serv 6.30pm Mus Pr&Wor

11am Fam HC 6.30pm ES

Bell Ringing Anniversary

St. Andrew’s Church
(South Lopham)

24th February

Services for February

9.30am HC -
11am Fam S 11amMS

North Lopham South Lopham

3rd February

10th February

17th February

CONTRIBUTIONS
FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
BY 18TH FEBRUARY

PLEASE TO
The Court, South Lopham

news@thelophamsnews.co.uk
or e-mail to


