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Lophams’ Village Hall

Committee members would like to thank
everyone who has supported events held at
the Hall throughout 2007, and those who
have booked it for private functions. The
committee will continue to work towards
improving facilities for everyone. For private
bookings contact 01379 687679.

Future events include a , which will
he held on Saturday 12th January from
8pm. 1960’s music will be provided by “The
Strollers”. Tickets are £7.50, and can be
obtained from the Farmers’ Market or by
contacting 01379 687515. A is
planned to take place inMay.

At last, this ultra busy term is ending - but on
a real high note. The celebration of the first
twenty five years of St. Andrew's school
occupied much of St. Andrew's Day. Mrs
Twidle, head teacher in 1982, was among
the guests for a Celebration Assembly
during which the children sang both the
songs written especially for the school (the
first by David Self and Douglas Coombes,
the second by Revd Rob and Pip Jepson).
The Rector read the new school prayer,
written by Jessica Cooper, and the new
school standard, made and presented by
Mrs Howard, was paraded for the first time.
All the guests praised the Y6 pupils who
took them round the school and showed
them the history display. Some parents
joined the children for a "Fishes & Loaves"
lunch, then FOSTA organised an excellent
supper and ceilidh evening for about a
hundred people at the Village Hall. What a
memorable day!

The Puppet Theatre show "The Selfish

Dance

Spring Fair

St. Andrew’s School

Giant' was a well deserved treat for the
whole school, as was the dress rehearsal
for the Class 1 Nativity - "Donkey for Sale".
The lucky parents who saw the afternoon
performances all agreed that it was superb.
The acting, singing and costumes, plus the
set made by Class 3 andMrsBushnell, were
all admired. Grateful thanks to Mrs Gionis
and all her team! The children have worked
hard in Singing Club and music lessons to
produce the Carol Service in St. Andrew's
Church, which will enable a wider audience
to hear about the first Christmas once
again. The whole school shared a
Christmas dinner together, and are looking
forward to some fun activities on breaking
up day.

Lessons continue too, of course. Class 2
have been learning about the Victorians, so
had a whole day at Gressenhall for hands
on experience, and were able to make their
ownmincemeat in the last week of term.

Everyone in school says a big thank you to
those from the community who have helped
in any way this year - with in school activities
and trips, or by collecting vouchers for us.
An extra thank you to FOSTA for all the help
with fund-raising and special events (the
Christmas disco was great!). The supply of
school tea towe ls they recent ly
commissioned make good stocking fillers
for grannies and friends and cost only £3.50
each from the school office. A very happy
Christmas to everyone in our villages!

Lophams’ Ladies

Everyone enjoyed a Social Evening at the
December meeting. This began with an
exercise session led by Polly. Games and
competitions followed, and excellent
refreshments were served.

On Tuesday 8th January, at 7.30pm, Bridget
Hickey Williams will speak about her life on
a smallholding. Visitors are very welcome,
and help can be given with transport.
Contact 01379 687337.

:
Thursdays, 10am - 1pm. £22.50. Booking
essent ia l . :
Wednesdays, 10am - 1pm, Jan 16th, Feb 6th,
Feb 27. The course will cover a range of
illustration techniques, the emphasis on
botanical accuracy. £33. Places limited.

: Saturday 19th January,
10am - 12 noon. Find out how you can help in
our visitor centre or with our activities for
children. : Wednesday 23rd
January, 11am - 1pm. A talk and
demonstration. £5, optional lunch £3 extra.

Lophams’ Happy Circle

We met at South Lopham White Horse for a
beautiful Christmas Lunch. We also had a
Big Raffle. I think all the members enjoyed
themselves. The next meeting will be on
14th February, when subs will be due. New
members are welcome. Contact numbers
are Daphne on 01379 687453 or Avis on
01953 681789.

Post Office Survey: Thanks to everyone who
completed the survey form and 'posted' it

Redgrave & Lopham Fen
(for bookings phone 01379 688333)

Beginners Art Course - Experiments and
exercises in how to draw and paint

Botanical I l lustration

Make
a Difference Day

Dyes from Plants

North Lopham Parish Council

Carol Singing and Auction at the King’s Head
The annual charity event had a special significance this year, as the regulars sang Carols and bid for a huge array of items
they had obtained for the auction. The day was dedicated to two special ladies, Sharon and Polly, so the main recipient of
themoney raised is the Big C Appeal at the Norfolk & Norwich Hospital. We were privileged to have Martin & Rocky with us,
and thrilled that Polly could come along during the afternoon. Auctioneer Richard Vere and his runner, Doreen Tipple, kept
everyone bidding till 4pm, when the raffle for a cake, made and beautifully iced by Chrissie Callow, was drawn. It is
wonderful to report that the Big C will receive £1250, with the extra funds going to local good causes. Thank you to
everyone who took part, especially to our hosts,OwenandSarah.

Sadly, Owen & Sarah will be leaving the King’s Head in mid-January because the freehold of the pub has been put up for
sale by the current owners (Admiral Taverns). They have worked hard to provide a welcoming pub with a wide range of
activities for all ages and tastes, with many fund-raising events. They will be greatly missed and we wish them and their
family well. The new owners plan to install a manager, while the future of the pub is discussed. The Parish Council has been
assured by Breckland Council that any attempt to secure change of use to 'Residential' would be firmly opposed on the
grounds that this is the last remaining pub in the village.



back to us by the deadline. In all, 104 were
returned - very near to half of the estimated
215 distributed. This very high rate of
response shows how much value is placed
on the continuing presence of the Post Office
in the village. The results have been
analysed and summaries have been sent to
Breckland and the Norfolk Rural Community
Council. The breakdown of responses will be
discussed at the next Parish Council meeting
on January 9th (7.30pm in the Methodist
Schoolroom). It will be some time into the
New Year when we will know whether our
Post Office is on the list proposed for closure
- but we will be well armed with the evidence
of need if necessary!

At this time of year the roads and footpaths
are often in a bad state due to rotting leaves,
twigs etc, and blocked drains. Our Vice-
Chair, Jan Tate, keeps a keen eye open for
problems and is in regular contact with
those responsible for maintenance. As
always, however, it would be much
appreciated if householders could clear
obstructions from the paths in front of their
houses, as we cannot reasonably expect
the authorities to visit us immediately after
every high wind or heavy rain!

There has been an amazing response from
this area this year - the van from the
Samaritan's Purse Charity collected well
over 300 filled and decorated boxes from St.
Nicholas' Church in mid December, to be
shipped out to Slovenia in time for
distribution before the big day. Many thanks
to all those who contributed locally, and to
friends from Thetford, Wymondham, Eye,
Wicklewood and Garboldisham. It was a
fantastic sight to see them piled high!

was a delight once again,
with a wonderful collection of parcels taken
up to the altar for later delivery to the NCH

Shoe Box Appeal

North Lopham
Methodist Chapel

AHappy & Peaceful New Year to all. Thanks
to everyone who came, and those who took
part in the Carol Service. The collection for
NCH raised a grand total of £287.

Preachers for January at 10.45am;

• 13th January,
Rev Edna Buggey of Diss.

• 27th January,
Mrs M Gibbs of Thetford.

Awarm welcome to all.

St. Nicholas’ Church
(North Lopham)

The Toy Service

home at Thetford.
, led by the Revd Rob Mellowship,

included a new anthem sung bymembers of
the Benefice choir, plus the special readings
and hymns for the season. Members of the
congregation read lessons on the theme of
"The Coming of the Light", or brought
candles from the four corners of the
buildings to a special candelabrum on the
nave altar.

The church was beautifully decorated for
Christmas by a host of willing people (thank
you all) in time for the ,
led by the home team, with a huge amount of
help from the children - giving out carol
sheets and service papers, lighting candles,
reading lessons, forming an impromptu
choir, taking the collection, and finally
demolishing some special refreshments
afterwards!

We look forward now to the special services
at the heart of the season, and to the Finale
in January - ,
which will have an extra dimension this time,
when members of our local Music group join
us for some of the carols. Do come along on
13th January at 6.30pm. It will be a very
special occasion, with the church still
dressed overall.

: Jean
and Chris welcomed us once again to do
some Christmas shopping in the comfort of
their home. Thank you both for a very happy
occasion, and for the money raised for the
building fund (the plans for the changes to
the tower, and installation of the toilet for all,
are on display in church if you still have not
seen them).

will take a short break for the
Christmas holidays, re-commencing on
22nd January in the church at 1.45pm, for
an hour of gentle fun and time to chat. It has
been wonderful to watch the 'babies' of early
2007 become adventurous little people,
exploring the building and furniture as they
become real friends. The new time is to fit in
with their other activities.

- There is now a special
North Lopham postcard, designed by Tony
Osler, featuring delightful little pictures of
the important buildings in the village, around
a map showing the roads and lanes. At just
30p, the postcard is a lovely souvenir of a
visit, or a useful aid for those planning to
come to the village. Copies are available in
the Church or Post Office, or by telephoning
01379 687679, or from PCCmembers.

Finally, may we wish all readers a happy
and healthy New Year 2008.

Church funds were boosted by £160 from

The Advent Carol
Service

Family Carol Service

The Epiphany Carol Service

Stones & Roses Jewellery Party

Buggy Club

Village Postcard

St. Andrew’s Church
(South Lopham)

You can contact the Editor, Steve Milbourne, on 01284 724956 (during office hours) or 01953 714878 (at other times) or e-mail: news@thelophamsnews.co.uk

the , which was
well supported.

Ateam of helpers used foliage and greenery
from local gardens to decorate St. Andrew's
for Christmas. This, plus the usual tree and
candles made our church look very festive.
Thank you to everyone who helped.

Al though there was not a large
congregation, the was a lovely
service. Pupils from St. Andrew's School,
with family and friends, filled the church for
their Carol Service, which was a very
enjoyable evening.

Happy Christmas and Best Wishes for the
New Year to everyone.

The Victorian Evening hosted by Clive and
Christine Paine was most enjoyable and the
church looked very festive with all the
Christmas trimmings and candles. We were
well entertained with slides and readings,
finishing the evening off with some delicious
mulled wine and a mince pie.

The 'Friends' would like to thank everyone
who helped, particularly Roger Carter for his
excellent mulled wine, and of course all of
you who came. We raised £379 which will
go to the church restoration fund. Thank you
verymuch.

Christmas Coffee Morning

Christingle

Friends of
South Lopham Church

Services for January

9.30am HC -
11am MS 11amMS+HC

North Lopham South Lopham

6th January

13th January

20th January

11am Fam C 9.30am HC
6.30pm Epiph -

11am Fam Serv 9.30am HC

11am Fam HC 6.30pm ES
27th January

CONTRIBUTIONS
FOR THE NEXT ISSUE

BY 18TH JANUARY
PLEASE TO

The Court, South Lopham

news@thelophamsnews.co.uk
or e-mail to


