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North Lopham Yard Sales

Back by popular demand again this year are the "Lopham Yard Sales", on Sunday 10th May from 9am. So, have a clear out of
all those things you haven't used for years and have a sale. For people that don't live in North Lopham, but would like to take
part, pitches are available in the front playground at the school. The event is organised by FOSTA (Friends of St Andrews
School) and we ask for a voluntary donation of 10% of your sales. For more information call 01379 688284 or 01379 687225.

Lophams' Village Hall

The Garden & Crafts Fair is on Sunday 3rd
May, from 11am, with stalls inside and out on
the field (something for all interests and ages)
plus musical entertainment and refreshments.
There is plenty of space for extra stalls - just
telephone Eileen on 01379 687515 for details
and to book. Most importantly, tell your friends
and come along on the day!!

Mad & Merry Monarchs is on Friday 15th
May. A fantastic opportunity to see the
talented theatre group Mad Dogs &
Englishmen, without the need to travel to
Blickling or any of their other venues. That s
how good they are! The startis 7.30pm, and
tickets are just £5, from Jennie (01379
687679) or committee members. There will
be a Bar & Raffle (free squash for the school
age members of the audience!).

Regular classes continue as usual. The
May Tea Dance is on Sunday 24th from
2.30pm. The Farmers' Market plus Car
Boot sale is on 23rd. To book the Hall for
private functions please telephone 01379
687679. Congratulations to Colin Oates
who is competing in the European Judo
championships this month, then a team
competition in Brazil (the Club has bought
new mats with the money from the Kings'
Head, and send thanks to all concerned).

Garden Club

The May meeting will take place on Sunday
10th May, when a visit to Stody Lodge
Rhododendron and Water Gardens has been
arranged. The next meeting at Blooms
Garden Centre will be on Wednesday 3rd
June, when the topic will be Hanging Baskets.
New members and visitors always welcome.
Phone 01953 681989 for further information.

Lophams Happy Circle

We met at the Village Hall on the 9th April for
our Annual Tea Party. The beautiful food
was provided by Mrs Brenda Hart of
Hopton, with good entertainment by Jill of
Cotton which had a lot of members singing
to the tunes. Our next meeting will be to Bay

Tree Nurseries on 14th May. Anybody
wishing to go, or who would like to join the
Club, please contact Avis on 01953 681789
orDaphneon01379687453.

South Lopham Village Society

On 3rd April the Society put on a very lively
Quiz Night at the Village Hall which was
attended by over 50 contestants. The
entertainment included chilli and jacket
potatoes, a paying bar and a raffle. A good
time was had by all! Don't forget the Monday
night dinners at the White Horse, held on
the first Monday of each month (except in
May when it will be on the 11th). Meals will
be served between 6pm and 8pm at a price
of £10 for two courses.

Redgrave & Lopham Fen
(for bookings phone 01379 688333)

Dawn Chorus Walk: Sun 3rd May. Adults £7,
children £5 (includes breakfast). Find out
about Volunteering: Thur 7th May, 10am-12
noon. Birds for Beginners: Sun 10th May,
10am-4pm. Kate’s Art Class for beginners:
Mons 11th May, 8th Jun, 6th Jul, 10am-1pm.
£7.50 per session. Craft Workshopm, Die-
cut Decoupage Card: Sun 17th May,
10.30am-12 noon or 1.30pm-3pm. £7.50 (all
materials provided). Botanical lllustration:
Weds 20th May, 17th Jun, 15th Jul, 10am-
1pm. £12 per session.

St Andrew's Pre-School

After alovely break we are now ready for the
summer term with hopefully some great
weather. The children are always eager to
play outside and enjoy the warm weather
and sunshine so we are saving hard to
develop the outside area of the Mess and
put in place a much needed soft play
surface. The Pre-school is a charity and
runs on voluntary help and donations. If you
would consider donating to this cause then
we would love to hear from you. Just contact
Wendy on 01379 687461.

Thank you to Angie and George of The
King’s Head, North Lopham, for their very

kind donation of a huge Easter egg that was
raffled over the Easter holidays, and thank
you to everyone who bought a ticket. All the
children who attend the Pre-school will
benefit from your kindness.

We still have a few places left for the
summer term. If you would like to have a
look round & speak to a member of staff we
are open every morning, so feel free to pop
in. If you are interested in helping the
Playgroup in any way contact us at the
Mess. We're always grateful for volunteers.

St. Andrew’s School

Creativity has been the focus of Assembly
thoughts this half term, and there has been
much of it in evidence around the school. A
wonderful display of decorated boxes, with
contents reflecting the interests of the
individuals who made them during
Artsweek, and models of both Air-Raid and
Anderson shelters, made for the juniors'
World War 2 project. Within the classrooms,
creativity has been further shown in the
preparation of all the props for the WW2
Concert Party held for members of the
community on 21st March, plus the
production of refreshments using wartime
recipes. The Concert Party was a
resounding success, receiving many
compliments from all those lucky enough to
come along - not just for the singing, but for
the acting and dance moves too.

The Partnership Concert was a rousing
success with over 200 friends and family in
the audience at the Cornhall. The children
from both schools showed the true spirit of
partnership and musical talent in the way
that they performed. Their costumes and
passion for the songs made the evening.
Many thanks go to the staff and helpers who
worked so hard to bring everything together,
and to the parents who organised the raffle
and refreshments. Captain Carrot's
Healthy Eating Show, and a 'Play In a Day'
gave the children exciting learning
experiences within school. The Holy Week
Pilgrimage gave them a memorable and
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equally valuable learning experience
outside the school boundary. Everyone
walked to the Methodist Chapel to present
their 'Palm Sunday hopes and dreams' to
the minister, Colin Telfer, before the juniors
went on to the churches in North Lopham,
Fersfield and Blo' Norton.

P.E. opportunities for children this term have
included cross country running, tag rugby,
multi skills, football, netball and even skiing
lessons for ten lucky children at Norfolk Ski
Club. Our next term promises to be just as
busy, with residential trips planned, sports
days and Summer productions, after
necessary tests have been completed!!

The Community Lunch in April will be on
Tuesday 28th. Please contact Jennie by the
previous Friday on 01379 687679 if you
would like to come along. The charge is
£3.50, with raffle tickets costing 10p.

FOSTA members worked very hard to put
on another excellent Quiz, with Hog Roast
Supper, in March. Congratulations to
Glenda's winning team, and grateful thanks
to all those who helped in any way,
especially Quiz Master Ali, and Scorer Lee.
Asuccessful evening raised £320 for funds.

North Lopham Parish Council

Areminder that the Annual North Lopham
Open Meeting will be on Wednesday 13th
May, starting at 7pm in the Methodist
Schoolroom. All villagers are very welcome
to attend. We will have reports from many
groups in the village, as well as our County,
District and Parish Councils. There will also
be an opportunity for the general public to
raise any matter they wish, to comment on
what has happened over the past year and
make suggestions for the future. Plaudits
and brickbats are all welcome! It is
anticipated that the Open Meeting will last
about an hour, and this will be followed by
the AGM of the Parish Council.

Residents will have noticed the large amount
of work that has been done by 'Barhale' to re-
instate the verges and make up the road
surfaces as the main sewer installation
contract nears its end. At the same time we
have had an inspection by Norfolk Highways
to examine other 'routine' damage to the
road surfaces. After an unusually cold and
wet winter damage to roads around the
County is very severe, and repair work is
being prioritised. We will try to make sure that
our needs are not forgotten! Following the
disruption of the last few months, and in a
effort to encourage everyone to try to restore
the village to its usual 'well cared for'
appearance, we have nominated North
Lopham for the EDP 'Pride of Norfolk'

Awards, in the 500 to 1000 inhabitants
category. Judging, if we get onto the shortlist,
is in the June/July period, so we hope that we
will be able to make a good impression!

North Lopham Methodist Chapel
Services for May are;

» 10th May - Chapel Anniversary;
10.45am - Rev Colin Telfer of Diss.
6.30pm - Mr David Freeman from
Rickinghall on keyboard. Coffee after
the service.

* 24thMayat 10.45am;
Preacher Mr Roy Sayer of Diss.

Preliminary notice - Bun & Basket afternoon
on 9th June from 2.30pm.

All are very welcome.

Lent Lunches

Many thanks to all those who hosted a
Lunch, and to those who came along and
joined in. We raised £313 for the Lent
Project for Educate Peru, to which was
added £73 from the collection at the Dawn
Service at Roger & Millie Aves' home.

St. Nicholas’ Church
(North Lopham)

On Palm Sunday, palm crosses were
distributed at the Group Communion and
also at Lauren's Baptism later that morning.
On Good Friday, the lovely weather
enabled us to hold the Family 'Stations of
the Cross' outside around the cemetery.
Many thanks to Revd Reg Dakin for the
moving “Hour at the Cross" that afternoon.
And thanks too to all those who decorated
the church so beautifully for Easter. It made
a wonderful setting for the Service of Light
on Holy Saturday and the rousing Easter
Praise on Easter Evening.

There will be no service in the Lophams’ on
3rd May because the Bishop of Thetford is
making his farewell pre-retirement visit to our
five parishes at Bressingham at 10.30am.

Friends from the village and beyond are
invited to share in a Thanksgiving for the
marriage of Emma Vere and lan Godley in
the Family Service on 17th May. Do come!
21st May is Ascension Day. There will be a
Holy Communion service in Church at 10am
on this very important festival day. 31st May
is Pentecost - the Birthday of the Christian
Church. YOU are invited to come and join
the celebration Party Service, with cake,

balloons and fun - plus kite flying outside
afterwards if the weather is kind.

St. Andrew’s Church
(South Lopham)

Welcome back to Reverend Rob after his
sabbatical. We hope that he and Jan have
had a relaxing break and return refreshed.
Easter services at St. Andrew's included
the Maundy Thursday Service with Holy
Eucharist and Stripping the Altar. There was
a Good Friday communion and Sanctifying
service, with family communion on Easter
Day. Scaffolding is now in situ, all the
asbestos has been safely removed and
work on the new nave roof has started.
During the renovation work our church will
continue to be open every day and services
will be held in the chancel.

The Friends of South Lopham Church
are holding a Garden Party on Sunday 28th
June at Sunnymeade, Fersfield Road,
South Lopham from 11am to 5pm. It should
be a fun day for all ages. Food will be
available all day, finishing with strawberries
and cream. There will be stalls, a treasure
hunt for the children and other attractions.
Please make a note in your diary and look
out for further information & advertising.

Services for May

North Lopham  South Lopham
3rd May
Bp David at Bressingham - Service 10.30am

10th May
11amFam S -
6.30pm Evensong -

17th May
11am Fam Thanks S 9.30am HC
24th May
11am FamH Com 6.30pmES
31st May
9.30amHC -
11am Birthday Fam S -

CONTRIBUTIONS
FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
BY 18TH MAY
PLEASE TO
The Court, South Lopham
or e-mail to
news@thelophamsnews.co.uk

You can contact the Editor, Steve Milbourne, on 01284 724956 (during office hours) or 01953 714878 (at other times) or e-mail: news@thelophamsnews.co.uk
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