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North Lopham Trustees
Each year the Trustees award financial
help to young people who have lived in the
Parish for more than a year and are
genuinely having difficulties with the cost
of books, materials, or travel, for a course
of study. If you have begun, or are soon to
begin, a course and would like to be
considered for financial help please write
giving details to; The Chairman, Mr W
Vernon, 43 The Street,NorthLopham.

We held an open meeting in October for
the viewing of the film “Just Down the
Lane Old Chap” and were delighted with
the full house attendance. The excellent
production is a great credit to Lopham and
Kenninghall British Legion members. On
Tuesday 7th November, Mrs Stella Taylor
will speak about plants & flowers at
7.30pm. Visitors are welcome. Contact:
Sarah Frizzell on 01379 687337.

A Grand Firework display is planned, with
the bonfire being on course for being the
largest ever, commencing at 7pm. Hot food
is available and the children’s competition
will be a picture of bonfire evening. There
are two classes - 6 years and under, 7 years
and over. Entries to theHallby7pmplease.

The children have been learning “all about
me” and have made life size pictures of
themselves. They have also made a life size
scarecrow picture by drawing around Sue,
our play leader! We have been fundraising
again by doing a sponsored walk and a
Halloween disco. The money raised will buy
some new books and a mobile bookcase,
which the children can access at each session.
We really appreciate families supporting us
in our fundraising efforts and are always
open to new ideas. At our AGM there were
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Saturday 4th November

some changes to our committee. Natalie
Spurdens stood down as chair after a
maximum of three years. Cherilyn Wright
has kindly stepped forward to take on the
role and we wish her the best in the
challenges ahead. Teresa Levingbird has
taken on the role of Secretary as our
previous Secretary, Donna Woodrow, has
now been employed to work at the
Playgroup. The group continues to thrive
and on some days has a waiting list. If you
would like to know more about the
Playgroup, and/or our lunch club, contact
Cherilyn Wright on 01379 688116 or pop into
The Mess, Monday to Friday, 9-11.30am,
and speak to Sue, Tracey or Donna.

The branch AGM will be held at the Red
Lion, Kenninghall, on 20th November at
7.30pm. Will members please try tomakea
special effort this year to attend as two or
more committee members will be standing
down this year, including our chairman
John Goddard, who for many years has
been an outstanding and dedicated
chairman. Without members participation
the branch may close! Poppy collectors are
required in South Lopham. If you have
some spare time please help us with this
worthy cause. Contact 01953 887533. Last
year we collected £1655.58p - an excellent
collection. Thank you all. On Friday 10th
November a service of remembrance will
be held at North Lopham war memorial.
The branch standard will be joined by
children from St. Andrew’s school and a
colour party from the American air base at
Mildenhall.

Steve Aylward describes the importance of
this reserve for wildlife and how the Suffolk
Wildlife Trust plans to manage it. £4.
Booking essential.

Do you like being outdoors? Are you
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Redgrave & Lopham Fen
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Lunchtime Lecture - Captains Wood:
Wednesday 15th November, 11am - 1pm.

Volunteer Workshop:
Saturday 25th November, 10am - 12 noon.

(WJolly - Hon Secretary)

(All Enquiries & Bookings - 01379 688333)

interested in wildlife? Do you enjoy working
with people? No experience necessary.
Phone Cathy Smith on 01379 688333. Come
along and meet existing volunteers.
Discover how we use the Fen for teaching
activities. See behind the scenes of the
visitor centre. Find out how volunteers are
an integral part of Suffolk Wildlife Trust.

Paul and Jen Read describe the many
varieties of willow, their propagation and
uses in basket making. £4.Booking essential.

- The banks
continue to dry out well, but there are still
some very soft areas, so the netting and
warning signs remain in place. Over the
winter we will try to level the ground and
add a layer of topsoil so that it can be
seeded in early spring. An application for
an ‘Awards For All’ grant is being prepared.
If successful, this will provide barrier
fencing for the edge of the pond, a seat,
notice board, litter bin etc.

- After
about 2 years of good service keeping the
Burial Ground tidy, Richard Vere has said
that he wishes to stand down at the end of
this season. If you might be interested in
taking over the job of mowing the grass and
occasional strimming around the
gravestones, or if you know of anyone who
might be interested, please contact the
Clerk, Mike Cox, 01379 688355 for details
of what is required. The Parish Council is
able to pay a reasonable fee for the service!

- Just one more reminder to
householders to ensure that overhanging
hedges, brambles etc are cut well back from
the footways before the really dark days of
winter are finally upon us.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will
be on Wednesday November 8th at 7.30pm
in theMethodist Schoolroom. All welcome!

Lunchtime Lecture - Willow Growing and
Basketry: Wednesday 6th December, 11am -
1pm.

The Pond (Letchmere)

Burial Ground Grass Cutting

Hedges

North Lopham Parish Council

The Lophams’ News
From now on Mr Steve Milbourne, who has printed each issue since 1994, will become the Editor of The Lophams’ News.
Captain Mansbridge feels it about time to hand over to younger blood, having been responsible for the News each
month since 1982. He is extremely pleased that Steve volunteered, having spent most of his life in North Lopham, and
now in East Harling, even despite his heavy work load from being self-employed for the last 16 years. Leslie Mansbridge
cannot thank enough those who deliver The Lophams’ News, some from the start. Without their willing help it could not
be the success that it is. And of course, to the contributors who have delivered their news by the 18th of every month,
and he hopes will continue to do so, to The Court until further notice. Thanks are also due to our Parish Councils who, on
your behalf, have contributed towards the cost of printing The Lophams’ News, unchanged since 1994, which is more

than can be said of the Council Tax!!



CONTRIBUTIONS

FOR THE NEXT ISSUE

BY 18TH NOVEMBER

PLEASE TO

THE COURT

SOUTH LOPHAM

BRESSINGHAM 687206

St. Andrew’s School

Lophams’ Harvest Supper

Thank you to all parents and friends who
helped with the EDP voucher collection -
though not included in the list printed
recently, our school did qualify for a share of
the £10,000 to ‘Get Equipped’ - the cheque
will be with us by the end of the month. The
children are enjoying a much enhanced range
of fun PE equipment ‘bought’ with
Sainsbury’s tokens, some new books via the
Box Tops collection, and will soon have special
orienteering software for the computers. So,
all your efforts do make a difference.

The School Harvest Service at South
Lopham was greatly enjoyed by all who
came along. The perishable gifts were taken
to Fenners at Fersfield; the other gifts were
given to the Salvation Army. The cash
collection was donated to Quidenham
Hospice. Many of our choir and orchestra
members joined their Bressingham partners
to share in the evening Harvest services at
Fersfield and North Lopham, playing before
the services started, and singing this year’s
special song - “Sad, puzzled eyes”, which
helps us focus on the less fortunate across
the world. It was lovely to have parents
reading the lessons on both occasions.

The School Council has been busy
organising events to help provide extras for
the school and site. September’s cake sale
raised £65; a table top sale on the last
afternoon of the half term is encouraging
the pupils to turn out toy cupboards and
book shelves! Our netball and football
teams have already played two fixtures this
term - showing themselves to be real sports,
with developing skills.

Open events ensure that StAndrew’s is seen
as an integral part of the community - Class
1 parents recently had an afternoon sharing
their children’s activities; the in-Church
assembly attracted parents and local
friends. The children will share the village
Remembrance Service at the WarMemorial
on November 10th at 11am, and there is an
Open Morning on 15th when prospective
school parents are especially invited to
come and experience life at St Andrew’s. If
this means You - please come along.

- Anyone who would like
to give some Christmas cheer to a deprived
child in Eastern Europe or beyond is invited
to fill a gaily wrapped shoe box with little
gifts. E.g. woolly hats & mitts, toiletries,
stationery, small toy etc. The boxes can be
brought to school or North Lopham Church
during the second half of November, ready
for collection and transportation. All details
from 01379 687 679.

The Lophams’ Village Hall was packed with
folk from the five parishes and beyond for
the Harvest Supper . The main course was a
hog-roast on the premises by Mike
Shipperlee - with jacket potatoes, vegetables

Shoe Box Appeal

and the usual trimmings, with Cynthia’s
vegetarian casserole a popular alternative -
the aroma of both options made a really
delicious combination! After the traditional
apple pie, with a generous dollop of ice
cream, everyone chatted happily over coffee
or tea. The magnificent raffle was drawn to
round off a very happy evening. Many
thanks to all those who worked so hard
behind the scenes - cooking potatoes or pies,
making floral decorations, donating prizes,
or setting up and clearing away.

All Lophams’ residents are warmly invited
to St. Nicholas’ Church on Friday 17th,
from 6.30pm to 8.30pm, for the preview of
an exciting exhibition of work by East
Anglian artists (and one potter). Wine and
nibbles will be available as you browse the
works of art, with your seasonal gift list in
mind perhaps!! The Exhibition will be
open from 10am that weekend, so do
encourage relations and friends to come
along. There will be a Raffle, refreshments,
and a competition for younger visitors -
truly something for everyone.

Preachers forNovember at 10.45am.

• 12th November,
Rev Edna Buggey ofDiss.

• 26th November,
Fellowship.

All are welcome.

: On 3rd December at
2.30pm there will be a Carol Service for
NCH. Refreshments after the Service. Please
come and help us to support this event.

- The church looked its beautiful
best for the Harvest Thanksgiving - the newly
painted porch showed off plants & produce;
every window and ledge glowed with
seasonal colour. Many thanks to all those
who helped in any way. The services were
very well attended by people of all ages. The
morning service included a procession of
gifts representing all the many harvests on
which we rely; the harvest of technology was
carried by Lauren, just 14 months old! The
evening service was a great Festival of Praise,
at which the congregation and five parish
choir were augmented by Choir and
Orchestra members from the St.
Andrew’s/Bressingham Partnership, with
their teachers and parents. The orchestra
played before and after the service, parents
read the lessons, and the Choir sang
beautifully for us. Thank you to everyone
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18th - 19th November
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Harvest

who took part. We are very grateful for the
Gift Day envelopes, which are still coming in.

i s on 12th
November. Evensong will include a special
Act of Remembrance and Thanksgiving for
all those local people who have died in the
conflicts. During the Art Exhibition, there
will be a short informal service for all ages at
the usual Family Service time.

As the application for a grant was refused,
the PCC will reconsider their options and
hope to reapply next year - perhaps for a
smaller project. The Church was beautifully
decorated for the services
and Reverend Philip Young held the
morning service whilst Richard Hewitt
preached in the evening. Eighty-six guests
enjoyed an excellent homemade Harvest
Supper, with many thanks to Cynthia
Huggins, Mike Shipperlee and everyone
who helped on the day. On

the church tower was open and
visitors from all over Norfolk come to take
in the marvellous views. Many thanks to
Peter Harries for his expertise with a
telescope and to the Friends of South
Lopham Church for their cake stall. In total
£180 was raised for the church.
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