
THE LOPHAMS’ NEWS
No.330 PUBLISHED EACH MONTH SINCE 1982 November 2009

Lophams' Village Hall

Winston, the Singing Farmer provided a 
non-stop evening of songs and gentle 
humour in September. The appreciative 
audience were particularly impressed with 
the range of sounds produced by one man's 
voice and mouth organ!

The Bonfire & Fireworks Event is on 
Saturday 7th November. Many thanks to all 
those who are bringing garden prunings 
and wood for the fire each weekend, and 
thanks for not bringing unacceptable 
materials! On the day, the fire will be lit in 
time for the gate opening, about 6pm, and 
the fireworks will begin about 7pm. 
Admission is £5 for adults and £2 for school 
children. There will be the usual pork rolls, 
soup and drinks, fun items to buy, and the 
usual children's competition inside the Hall. 
Once again, a fun evening for all ages is 
planned, so do come along.

The organisers hope the first draw for the 
Lophams' Village Hall Lottery will take 
place at the Farmers' Market on 28th 
November. Remember, you've got to be in it 
to have a chance of winning! Full details and 
entry forms are available at the Market and 
events, or via committee members (contact 
687515 or 687718). For Market details, call 
Mike on 01379 687235.
  
Judo continues on Mondays & Wednesdays 
(details from Howard on 01379 688258). 
Dog Training is on most Tuesday evenings. 
Trainer Elaine (07845 776110) will provide 
information. Keep Fit is on Thursday’s from 
9.45am, followed by Stretch & Tone at 11am 
with Ali Metcalfe. To book the Hall for private 
functions please contact 01379 687679. To 
find out more about the Hall generally, visit 
www.lophamsvillagehall.co.uk 

Lophams’ Ladies

It was a real privilege to have Paul Read 
speaking about ‘Orchards & Fruits of the 
Waveney Valley’ at the special Open Meeting, 
and good to welcome so many guests. In 

November we are off to the Theatre Royal at 
Bury to see 'Thoroughly Modern Millie'. The 
bus will leave North Lopham at 6pm.

Garden Club

Apologies to all who turned up for the 
October meeting. Due to unforeseen 
circumstances the meeting had to be 
abandoned. However, we hope that 
members, old or new, and guests will come 
along to hear Mr Mike Learner speak on 
"The Sex Life of the Honey Bee", on 
Wednesday 4th November at the 
Bressingham Garden Centre restaurant at 
7.30pm. Tickets for our Christmas Dinner, 
on 2nd December, will be on sale. Phone 
01953 681989 for further information.

Lophams’ Happy Circle

Nearly all members of the Lophams’ Happy 
Circle were able to enjoy the superb meal, 
cooked by the South Lopham White Horse, 
to celebrate the Clubs 60th Birthday. The 
cake was cut by Mrs Gilbert. Entertainment 
was provided by The Stringalongs, who 
were excellent. The next meeting will be a 
Bring & Buy on November 12th. For further 
information please ring Avis on 01953 
681789 or Daphne on 01379 687453.

St. Andrew’s Pre School

The children all enjoyed Chocolate Week, 
where they found out about the beans from 
which it is made and the different types, as 
well as enjoying that special taste in their 
own home-made treats! Now there is no BT 
phone line to The Mess, please call Julie on 
07549 154473 if you would like to know 
more about the group, have a story to tell, or 
a skill to share with the children.

St. Andrew’s School

The Harvest Festival Service in South 
Lopham Church gave the children 

opportunities to sing special songs, write a 
Harvest acrostic poem and re-tell a Bible 
story, before the Revd Ben Sasada used 
one small matchbox of wheat seeds to 
illustrate God's great generosity. All the tins, 
jars and packets the children brought to the 
service have been taken to the Norwich 
Night Shelter to help homeless people.

Book Week was exciting, with teachers 
swapping classes to tell stories. There was 
a book cover design competition, with 
winners from each year group presented 
with a prize, donated by FOSTA. Autumn 
Planting Day saw every class and lots of 
volunteer parents helping with a mammoth 
clear-up of the grounds before planting 
began. Many thanks to everyone involved. 
Thanks too for the 'grow your own' vouchers 
being collected to help with restocking and 
caring for the veggie plot.

In November, Class 3 will share in the 
Remembrance Ceremony at the War 
Memorial and plant their crosses. Nearer 
the end of the month an Open Afternoon 
will give folk the chance to come and see all 
the children at work in our lovely airy rooms.

The Community Lunch for November will 
be on Tuesday 17th. If you haven't been 
before you would be most welcome. To 
book, just contact Jennie on 687679 by 
Friday 13th, then come to The Mess at 12 
noon. The cost is £3.50, and the children 
organise a raffle, with tickets just 10p each.

Redgrave & Lopham Fen
(for bookings phone 01379 688333)

Art Exhibition: Sat 31st Oct & Sun 1st Nov, 
10am-4pm. Youth Forum for 10-16 year 
olds: Sat 21st November, 11am-3pm. Free. 
Booking essential. Christmas Workshop: 
Sun 29th November, 10am-4pm. Make a 
wreath or table decoration. Material 
supplied. £10 or £7.50, including coffee and 
mince pie. Booking essential.

Captain M.A.N. Mansbridge
It is with great sadness that I report the recent death of Captain ‘Leslie’ Mansbridge. Known to many in 
our villages, he founded The Lophams’ News in 1982, and supported it passionately ever since, only 
relinquishing his role as editor late last year. He was a unique character, wonderful in conversation, 
and a good friend. I shall miss him greatly, as will many others. (Steve Milbourne - Editor)

Postal submissions for The Lophams’ News should now be sent to my office address at:
Profile Business Supplies, Old School Hall, Well Street, Bury St. Edmunds, IP33 1EQ. Thank you.



Other News

Samaritan’s Purse: Filled boxes can be 
brought in up to 20th November, to St. 
Nicholas' Church by appointment, or to St. 
Andrew's School at the end of the school day, 
so that they can be delivered to needy 
children on Christmas Day.

Albert & Lily Crook: At their Diamond 
Wedding Anniversary party to celebrate 60 
years of marriage, donations totalling £385 
were raised and sent to the Norfolk Accident 
Rescue Service. Lilian & Albert thank all who 
contributed to this worthy cause.

North Lopham Parish Council

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 
11th November (7.30pm in the Methodist 
Schoolroom). Concern has been expressed 
regarding the arrangements for using the 
new Flexibus Service. On Thursday 12th 
November, at the South Lopham Parish 
Council meeting, it is hoped that a 
representative of County Transport will be 
available to hear of any problems. If you 
have used the service, or would like to do so 
but have difficulty making a booking, please 
contact our Clerk, Mike Cox, on 01379 
688355 or Chair, Brian Frith, on 01379 
658700 (note new phone number).

Residents of North Lopham wish to express 
their sadness at the death of Captain 'Leslie'  
Mansbridge, who served both villages so 
faithfully for so many years, especially as 
our District Councillor and as Chairman of 
the Village Hall Committee. We extend our 
sympathy to members of his family.

South Lopham Parish Council

Village Clean-up: A small, but hardworking 
group, planted daffodil and crocus bulbs on 
the Green. Volunteer litter pickers 
harvested 12 bags of rubbish, a tyre and 
some scrap metal from the verges in all but 
two roads around the village. Many thanks 
to those who helped this year.

Work on the drains in Redgrave Road, 
pothole repairs and 30mph signs in Blo 
Norton Road are all scheduled for action, 
and the dead trees on the Redgrave Road 
have been felled and topped as appropriate. 
Despite the best efforts of the council it 
seems that the plans for the Church Road 
footpath do not have the support of NCC. 
From now on the notice board in the bus 
shelter will display only posters relating to 
local voluntary organisations and the Parish 
Council. All commercial material will be 
removed. Residents will be pleased to know 
that the registration of the Title to the land at 

Great and Little Fen has been completed 
and is held by the Official Custodian for 
Charities on behalf of the South Lopham 
Fuel Allotment Trust.

The council has learnt that not everyone is 
happy with the new Flexibus. If you have 
comments to make on the service, please 
let the Clerk know of specific incidents and 
your comments will be passed on. The 
council plans to invite Semmence (who run 
the flexibus service) to a council meeting in 
the near future and all interested parties are 
welcome to attend. Please keep an eye on 
the noticeboard for the date.

North Lopham
Methodist Chapel

Services for November at 10.45am are;

• 8th November: Preacher Rev R Richie 
of Garboldisham.

• 22nd November: Preacher Mr D 
Freeman of Rickinghall.

Everyone welcome. Preliminary Notice: The 
Carol Service will be on 6th December at 
2.30pm, with proceeds to Action for Children.

St. Nicholas’ Church
(North Lopham)

Harvest Music, Praise & Worship was a 
great event. It was especially good to have 
local youngsters performing, and to have 
Irene Sayer as the inspirational speaker. At 
the Home Team Family Service on 18th, 
David S read the lesson for the very first time 
and brother Thomas took the collection. The 
Starters & Sweets evening was notable for 
fabulous food, much happy talk and a foodie 
themed raffle. Grateful thanks to all those 
who provided starters or sweets and helped 
to raise just over £200 for funds. 

The Ryan Lewis & Friends Concert is on 
14th, in church, starting at 7.30pm. Tickets 
are just £6, and the usual wine and light 
supper will be provided. See Jennie or 
phone 01379 687679 to book. Look out for 
your preview invitation to the Art Exhibition  
on 20th November, 6.30-8.30pm. Wine & 
nibbles will be available, and a chance to buy 
your favourite picture. The Exhibition will be 
open in the daytime on 21st/22nd and there 
will be a Raffle, Refreshments and a Cake 
and Preserves stall - don't miss it!!

A Remembrance Ceremony will take place 
at the 6.30pm Evensong on 8th November, 
on Armistice Day at 11am. You are invited to 
join local veterans, members of the Royal 
British Legion, representatives of the US Air 
Force, and Class 3 from St Andrew's School 

You can contact the Editor, Steve Milbourne, on 01284 724956 (during office hours) or 01953 714878 (at other times) or e-mail: news@thelophamsnews.co.uk

for a service and wreath laying ceremony at 
the village War Memorial. Advent Sunday 
is on 29th. There will be a Group 
Communion Service at Roydon at 10am 
and a special Advent Service at 6.30pm in 
North Lopham Church. Do join us to mark 
the start of the church's New Year.
 

St. Andrew’s Church
(South Lopham)

At the recent Church Cycle Ride, Abigail 
and Rupert Burroughes visited 23 churches 
and raised £152 for church funds.

There were two Harvest Festival Services 
this year. The first on 25th September was 
the St. Andrew's School service and it was 
lovely to see the children, their families and 
friends with the church looking so 
beautifully decorated. The main Harvest 
Festival Service was celebrated on 
Sunday 27th September. The Archdeacon 
made his annual visit to the Upper Waveney 
five parishes on October 6th.

Note for your diaries:  There will be a Coffee 
Morning at church on Wednesday 25th 
November. Do come and bring your friends 
for coffee and home-made cakes.

Services for November

North Lopham South Lopham

1st November
9.30am HC -
11am Fam S -

8th November
11am Fam S 9.30am Group Comm

6.30pm ES + Rem

15th November
11am Fam Serv 9.30am HC

22nd November
11am Fam HC 6.30pm ES

29th November
6.30pm Advent Serv -

Contributions for next issue by;

18TH NOVEMBER
Post to;

Profile Business Supplies,

Old School Hall, Well Street,

Bury St. Edmunds, IP33 1EQ

or e-mail to;

news@thelophamsnews.co.uk
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