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Village Hall

Farmers’ Market - The next market will be 
held on Saturday 24th September from 
9am - 1pm. Contact 01379 687235.

Hall Bookings - For private parties, 
meetings, or other occasions please
contact Jennie Vere on 01379 687679.

Don’t Miss your Chance to Learn to 
Dance! - A series of Tea Dances will take 
place on Sundays from 2.30pm - 4.30pm, 
starting on 3rd September. Beginners and 
experienced dancers are all welcome. The 
cost is just £4 (for details, or to book lessons 
etc, phone 01379 783114).

South Lopham Parish Council

The Council wish to place on record their 
thanks to the memory of Mrs O.V. Aston. 
As a founder of The Lophams’ News she 
contributed greatly to the encouragement 
and support of village activities and as a 
source of real local news. Her contribution 
to village life will be greatly missed by all 
her many readers.

The Council are pleased to report that the 
Passenger Transport Unit at County Hall 
has arranged a link via North and South 
Lopham for the Saturday bus service to 
Bury St. Edmunds. A minibus will collect 
passengers from both villages and 
connect at Garboldisham with the 
Simonds 338 bus. This wil l give 
passengers 3½ hours in Bury. Given that 
we lost our entire service to Bury recently 
this is good news, but villagers should be 
aware that this service will run for an 
experimental period only - from 
September 2nd until the end of March 
2007. If there are insufficient passengers 
we cannot expect the service after March. 
So, use it or lose it!

St. Andrew’s School

The Leavers’ Assembly and Presentation 
afternoon was held on the school field this 

year, the first time it has been outside. The 
piano was carefully transported across the 
back playground (thank you Mr Prentice) 
before the orchestra played as parents and 
friends watched the children come out to 
their places. The programme included 
favourite songs, items by the Singing Club 
and the Year 6 memories of significant 
events during their time at St Andrew’s. 
There were presentations of cups and 
trophies for sporting, arts and classroom 
achievements, in addition to the gift of a 
Bible to each Leaver. We send very best 
wishes to all those who will be going to a 
new school in September, and look forward 
to welcoming new pupils to Reception, and 
also to the junior classes at St Andrew’s.

The school buildings have been occupied 
most of the holidays, while a variety of 
important jobs have been carried out. Most 
obvious is the work of the painters who have 
decorated all the exterior woodwork. A very 
special thank you must go to our caretaker, 
Mrs Baker, who has had to fit all her summer 
jobs in round all these other people!

The Bacon Exhibition
Endowment Fund

This is a small educational fund available to 
those between the ages of 5 and 25 years, 
who live in or attend a school in the villages 
of Wortham, Burgate, Gislingham, 
Rickinghall,  Botesdale, Redgrave, 
Hinderclay, Blo’ Norton, South Lopham or 
Bressingham. If you wish to apply, write to 
the Clerk: Mrs R Powell, Fir Tree Cottage, 
Redgrave, Diss, Norfolk, IP22 1SD, by the 
end of September.

North Lopham Parish Council

Following all the recent rain, the pond is 
now full and overflowing through its outlet 
alongside Tanns Lane. Grass and tree 
shoots are beginning to appear through the 
mud in some places - though it is still very 
soft where there was a deep layer of mud - so 
the orange netting will remain in place for a 
long time to prevent accidents. Many 

people have said that they have memories 
and/or photos of how the pond used to look. 
If you have any old photos (or even recent 
photos taken before or during the 
renovation work), or particular stories to 
pass on, please get in touch with Brian Frith 
(01379 688042). Any original photos 
provided will be copied and returned to the 
owner. When we ‘open’ the new pond 
sometime next year, it would be good to 
have a ‘Then & Now’ exhibition.

As the Autumn approaches, please could all 
residents make sure hedges alongside 
footways are trimmed, paying particular 
attention to brambles and other thorny plants 
- which can cause injury to pedestrians, 
especially as the nights begin to close in and 
obstructions are more difficult to see.

The next Parish Council meeting is on 
Wednesday 13th September at 7.30pm in 
the Methodist Schoolroom. All welcome.

FUN DAY

There will be a Fun Day at the Kings Head 
for Village Pond (Letchmere) Restoration. 
Everyone is invited to a FUN afternoon at 
the Kings Head on Sunday 27th August, 
from 1pm. There will be Live Music, Fun for 
all ages, Stalls and a Raffle. Proceeds will go 
to the village pond restoration project. If 
you would like to have a stall, call the Pub 
(01379 687 320) to book your pitch (£5 plus 
10% of takings). More information is on the 
village website: www.northlopham.org.uk 
(on the pub page). On the day - Remember 
to Come Along!!

Redgrave & Lopham Fen
(All Enquiries & Bookings - 01379 688333)

Apple Day - Sunday 8th October, 10am - 
5pm. Bring an apple or pear for 
identification by East of England Apple and 
Orchard Project with 100 varieties of apples 

Lophams’ Ladies
On a fine pleasant evening members recently enjoyed a garden meeting at Mrs Jill Brundell’s home in South Lopham.

The immaculate gardens and grounds were viewed before taking part in competitions and enjoying refreshments.

On Tuesday 5th September, Mrs June Shephard will speak about St. Nicholas Hospice at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

Visitors are very welcome

Jumble, Car Boot Sale - This will be held at the Hall on Saturday 16th September from 2pm. We are grateful for Jumble 

please. Car boots are £4 and can be set up from 12.30pm. There is no need to book ahead. Jumble can be brought to the

Hall from 10am or can be collected. Refreshments are available. Contact 01953 681201 or 01379 687679.
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and pears. Apple bobbing, longest peel 
competition, edible art, find the maggot, 
and more! Traditional apples to try and buy. 
Apple theme in the café. Trees for sale. 
Entrance: Adults - £1.50, Children - 50p. 
Owl Night - Friday 13th October, 6pm - 
8pm. Find out what an owl has for tea and 
how it is perfectly adapted to the night. Owl 
pellets, quizzes, games. £2.50 per person. 
Booking essential. Sharing Nature: 
Hedgehogs - Tuesday 15th October, 10am - 
12 noon. For 4-8 year olds and their carers. 
£3. Booking essential. Lunchtime Lecture: 
The Landscape in Modern Art - Wednesday 
17th October, 11am - 1pm. Neil Annett 
describes the changing role of the landscape 
in art, from Impressionism to the present 
day. £4. Booking essential.  Activity Day: 
Woodpeckers - Tuesday 24th October, 10am 
- 12 noon. For 6-12 year olds. £3. Booking 
essential.

Your Community Needs You

If you care about your village and would like 
others to respect it too, why not become a 
Breckland Community Ranger. Breckland 
Council is looking for people to volunteer to 
be the eyes and ears of their area. Anti-social 
behaviour? Over-flowing litter bin? Suspected 
abandoned vehicle? All could be reported 
quickly using the information we will provide. 
We hope that this will make a marked 
improvement in the quality of your local 
environment. Don’t miss this chance to make 
a difference! To express an interest, or find out 
more details, please contact 01362 656878.

North Lopham
Methodist Chapel

Services for September;

• 3rd September at 10.45am,
Preacher Mr Roy Sayer of Diss.

• 17th September at 10.45am,
Harvest Festival Celebration.
Preacher Mrs Sayer of Diss.

• Monday 18th September at 2.30pm,
Service conducted by Rev Colin Telfer
of Diss.

Sale of produce after the Service. All 
proceeds for Chapel Funds.

St. Nicholas’ Church
(North Lopham)

“Adieu”  was the title of the programme for 
a fantastic concert in Church on 12th 
August. A capacity audience was treated to 
over two hours of wonderful music on 
Saturday evening in St Nicholas’ Church, 
provided by The Super Six, plus 
accompanist Hannah Cott. So many people 
wanted to come that extra seating was 
added at the base of the tower! We were 

treated to a succession of delightful tunes - 
solos, ensemble songs and instrumental 
pieces. The applause after the finale - a jazz 
version of “You'll never walk alone” was so 
great that an encore was inevitable; they 
chose the goodnight song from “The Sound 
of Music”. Every aspect of the concert was 
planned by the Six, with amazing attention 
to detail. In early August, they recorded 
nineteen favourite items from their 
repertoire. A professionally produced CD, 
is now available - at just £5, to buy. Contact 
01379 798 679.

Songs of Praise - The usual congregation 
was boosted by friends from Roydon & 
Fersfield to sing a wonderful selection of 
favourite hymns - new as well as older - on 
August 13th. The service was led by the 
Home Team and Revd Robert. Afterwards, 
folk enjoyed looking at the photo montage 
of the Super Six in rehearsal.

We have had some delightful visitors to our 
church this summer - on holiday from many 
parts of Britain and much further afield, 
and some newly resident in the area. We 
hope they have enjoyed getting to know 
our local community. In September, the 
normal pattern of services and groups 
continues - new faces are always very 
welcome! A Fellowship Group meets on 
Wednesdays from 1.30pm to 3.30pm - men 
and women are equally welcome. We talk 
about many different topics, some serious, 
some very trivial, and always have a time to 
pray for any cause for concern, either 
personal or for society (phone 01379 
687679 or Revd Rob on 688267, for the 
week’s venue). A Choir for all the churches 
from Lopham to Roydon meets on 
Thursdays from 5.30pm to 6.30pm in 
Roydon Church. Again, all are welcome; 
you don’t need to read music, if you love to 
sing, come and join us! The Sponsored 
Bicycle Ride is on Saturday 9th September 
- a super way to see some wonderful 
buildings that are usually closed, to get 
fit(ter), and to raise money for the local 
church & Norfolk Churches Trust. Sponsor 
forms are available in church, or from the 
churchwardens.

Friends of South Lopham Church

We would like to say a big thank you to all 
those who came along to enjoy the 
strawberry tea and to those who helped in so 
many ways. A particular thank you to Ted 
and Evelyn Logsdail, who in spite of a late 
crop, supplied the strawberries as usual. 
The weather was wonderful which always 
helps make an event such as this successful; 
£370.80 was raised for the church 
restoration fund. Many thanks.

We are now looking forward to the Craft 
Fair which is the weekend of 2nd/3rd 
September. There is going to be some 
different crafts this year as well as some of 

our old favourites. Further information 
nearer the time. Please put this date in your 
diary. We are holding a Lunchtime Event at 
the home of Cynthia and David Huggins, 
Maltings Farm, Blo Norton Road, South 
Lopham on Wednesday 25th October 
between 12 noon and 2pm. We will be 
serving a bowl of homemade soup, a roll, 
pudding and tea or coffee and it will only 
cost you £5. All money made by the 
‘Friends’ will of course go towards the 
restoration fund. If you would like to come 
but find you are unable to get there please 
ring Monica Reeder on 01379 687273 or 
speak to any committee member and 
transport arrangements will be made. 

St. Andrew’s Church
(South Lopham)

On Saturday 9th September the annual 
Norfolk Churches Trust Sponsored Bicycle 
Ride will take place. Please support this fund-
raising event. For more information and 
sponsor forms contact Monica Reeder on 
01379 687273. Although the weather was 
stormy, a good audience attended the 
Longslade consort. Their entertainment went 
very well and people were encouraged to 
handle the ‘medieval’ instruments and some 
even tried to play them. The August Coffee 
Morning made £94 towards church funds.

Services for September

North Lopham South Lopham

3rd September
9.30am HC -

11am Fam Serv 11am MS

10th September
11am Fam Serv 9.30am HC

6.30pm ES -

17th September
11am Fam Serv 9.30am HC

- 3pm Pet Service

24th September
8.30am HC -

11am Fam Serv 6.30pm ES
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