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EDITOR’S COMMENT 
 
What a pleasure to note that we have a great response for our visit to Portsmouth in October – and that John Deans and Eric 
Riches have put together an exciting programme.  All we now want is some wonderful autumn weather to complement this.  Our 
walks continue to attract members and guests, and the convivial lunches afterwards have been excellent. 
 
The March lunch was well-attended, and the medical subject elicited interesting questions from our Members.  The April lunch 
was notable because beef was provided as the meat option – and generous portions too.  The talk about the Vulcan bomber 
emphasised how dedicated the restoration team had been, and the table collection raised almost £300, for which the Trust are 
most grateful.  The visit to the Albert Hall and Memorial was another successful event, although only 20 members and guests 
attended,  If you didn’t come, you missed a real treat, with an enthusiastic and helpful guide. 
            Peter Greatrex 

 
LUNCH AND TALKS PROGRAMME – HOMESTEAD COURT HOTEL 
Don’t forget to send in your booking forms on Page 12 before the deadline dates for the June and 
July Lunches – SEE NOTE ON PAGE 3 .  The Talks listed below will be given after the l unches on 

the dates shown.  Note that the Bar will be open fr om 11.30, and the lunch is at 12.30. 
 
 
 
 
21 MAY 2009 
“TORNADO” – A STEAM LOCOMOTIVE 
FOR THE 21ST CENTURY 
John Rawlinson and John Harratt – A1 
Steam Locomotive Trust. 
The Peppercorn A1 Pacifics were a class of 49 
locomotives built just after the Second World War for 
express passenger work between London and Scotland..  
All the Peppercorn A1 locomotives were scrapped under 
the British Railways Modernisation Plan.  The A1 Steam 
Locomotive Trust has thus effectively created the 50th 
member of the class.  The management of the Trust - 
especially the engineering side - will be covered as well 
as the means of fundraising.  The construction will be 
illustrated using original engineering drawings and the 
new components.  Accompanying these illustrations will 
be a description of the engineering behind the creation of 
the parts comparing the resources to hand today with 
those for the original engines.  The base in Darlington 
where the locomotive has been assembled will be shown 
as well as details of the testing of the locomotive on the 
Great Central at Loughborough and subsequent mainline 
testing.  Finally, hopes and aspirations for the future will 
be given. 
 

 
18 JUNE 2009 
IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON CORAL 
REEFS -  Professor James Crabbe – 
University of Bedford 
Understanding climate change is not new;  it has firm roots in 
18th and 19th century science.  Corals grow within very narrow 
limits of temperature, and so are susceptible to global warming.  
They provide livelihoods for millions of people in tropical areas, 
and are under serious threat from a variety of environmental and 
climate extremes.  This talk will review the latest research on 
how climate influences corals, including use of an underwater 
ROV (remote operated vehicle), and how science can lead to 
conservation actions, with benefits for the human populations 
reliant on the reefs for their survival. 
 
16 JULY 2009 
STEM AMBASSADORS – INSPIRING YOUNG 
PEOPLE ABOUT SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, 
ENGINEERING AND MATHEMATICS. 
Ian Williamson – HELC Member. 
STEM Ambassadors are volunteers who go into schools and lead 
memorable projects to inspire and excite young people about 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics.  This is 
particularly important as this country is in danger of falling way 
behind in its research and innovation:  the number of science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics graduates is a fraction 
of those graduating from Europe, India and China.  Ian 
Williamson, an Ambassador with SETPOINT Hertfordshire, will 
describe some of the exciting projects that are happening in 
schools in the county, and nationwide. 

����������	��
���	�����

��������
���� 

���	�����

��� �����
��������������  

http://freespace.virgin.net/helc.luncheon          �� � 
 ���� 




HELC Newsletter          March 2008 
 

 - 2 - 

. 
 

NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS 
 

Please notify any of the Committee if you have any information that could be published in this 
section. 
 
Also, please note that the Club is seeking NEW MEMBERS.  If you know of anyone appropriately 
qualified who would be interested, contact Ian Williamson, our Membership Secretary, in the first 
instance.  Alternatively, information is available on our web site. 
 
OBITUARY - PETER EDKINS  
 
Members will have read briefly in the last Newsletter that Peter Edkins has died. 
 
He was born in North London and lived there until 1940 when he was evacuated to Australia on a 10 week voyage dodging U-
boats. He loved his time there with guardians in Fremantle and he decided at that time to take up Engineering at Perth.  In 
December 1945 he returned to England and started employment at his father’s place of work where he met a young secretary Pam 
who became his wife in 1952.  
 
After National Service he worked at Lancashire Dynamo, Rotax, Parkinson Cowan, Columbus Dixon, TI and finally British 
Standards Institution as manager of the electrical laboratory until he retired in 1993. While at BSI he was called many times as an 
expert witness in Criminal Court cases involving the safety of electrical equipment and was involved in committee work on 
British, European and Internatioal Standards, and also European Directives. 
 
He was a Member of the IEE, IMechE and IProdE.  Peter also assisted Pam in her career and made her a potter’s wheel and 
installed a kiln, as well as following his own interest of working in wood.  Besides cabinet making, where his work was of a 
professional standard, he enjoyed golf, photography, classical music (he and Pam regularly attended Promenade Concerts) and 
world travel.  After their last holiday in Italy in 2005, Peter’s health deteriorated rapidly and in 2006 he went into a care home 
where he died on 4th March.  
 
Peter and Pam were regular attendees of our lunches and other events, and we hope that Pam will continue to support us. 
  
OBITUARY - ALAN GARDNER  
 
Alan Gardner was born in July 1926 in Barrow in Furness.  The family moved to Carlisle where his father became principal of the 
Technical College.  Alan attended Carlisle Grammar School and Manchester University where he read Mechanical Engineering, 
graduating with first class honours.  He joined Shell at Stanlow and spent some time in the U.S.A. 
 
In 1950 he joined the Engineering Department of I.C.I. Plastics Division in Welwyn Garden City, working on both the 'Fluon' and 
'Polyethylene' processes, and spending some time on the Fluon plant in the U.S.A. Latterly he became an  authority on extreme 
high pressure systems.  On retirement from I.C.I. he became a tutor at Imperial College for a few years. 
 
He was a keen photographer and currently was a leading member of St. Albans Moviemakers. 
Whilst at Shell, Alan met his wife Rita, and they had two daughters Nadine and Angela. Alan was very proud of his one grandson 
Ben. 
  
Alan died of cancer in hospital on Monday May 11th. 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 
Once more, it is our pleasure to welcome the following new members: 
 
John Spiers, EurIng, C.Eng, MIMechE, Stevenage,  
Dinshaw Daruvala, C.Eng, MIEE, Hatfield 
Geoffrey Tilbury, MIET, Biggleswade 
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FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS 

 
The following are planned luncheon talks for the future, but may change. 
 
August – Restoration of the St Albans Abbey Carillon 
September – Gutenburg and the Story of Print 
October – The Building of the St Albans By-Pass (M1/M10) in 1958-59. 
 

 
 
 

WHY WE NEED DEADLINES FOR LUNCH BOOKINGS 
 
A tendency has developed for people to leave Lunch Booking until the last minute – and even beyond this, causing real problems 
for Paul Douglas.  Members assume that HELC and Homestead Court Hotel are grateful for people to take up the lunches, and so 
any time will do.  Paul must contact the Hotel with numbers for lunch before the arrival of the post on the Monday of the week of 
the lunch, indicating meat and fish options.  He has to prepare the lunch figures before this time and also has to pay the cheques 
into the bank, and therefore any bookings after the deadline are an unreasonable chore.  The Booking Form always lays down a 
deadline of the Friday before each lunch for booking, and Paul Douglas and the Hotel will always try to accommodate latecomers, 
but it is at the discretion of the Hotel. 

Please, please help us to help you by responding on time to all invitations to 
participate in Club activities. 
 
 

A PLEA FOR A SPEAKER SECRETARY AND A DAY VISIT SECR ETARY 
 

The Committee hopes that you enjoy the lunch speakers that we provide and also the day visits we organise.  
We would very much welcome help from any of our members who feel at home in these areas.  Frank 
Taylor has worked very hard in each of these capacities for a number of years, and he is looking to hand 
over the reins.  He would help any newcomers to take on each of these jobs, and you would be welcome to 
speak to him on 01707 262000 to discuss the matter. 
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Club Activities including Walks, Visits and Away Breaks. 
We are asked by our Insurers to remind Members that it is their personal responsibility to 
decide on the level of their capability and whether they should participate in each of the Club 
activities.   

Before joining in any Club activity, Members must ensure they are briefed about unusual risks.  
Members must also ensure they can cope safely with the weather, ground conditions and other 
hazards by wearing or carrying suitable clothing, footwear, walking aids and other protective 
equipment.   

Members must arrange their own personal travel insurance when going on Club away breaks. 

When the Club arranges activities which involve Coach Travel, such travel will be an integral 
part of the cost, which will not be reduced if Members travel independently. 

 

 
 

FUTURE CLUB EVENTS 

 
WALKS 

 
THE JUNE WALK – HERTFORDSHIRE AND HARCAMLOW WAYS –  
WEDNESDAY 17 JUNE 2009 – 10.30.  
 

The Chequers at Wareside    One of the Excellent Conversions 

You must not miss this walk if you are interested in barn conversions – we see lots of examples!  We will 
start from Wareside (again), but this time, we will use The Chequers pub, opposite the White Horse – Grid 
Ref. TL 395156, meeting at 10.30, when we can pre-order our lunches.  The distance is about 7 km – 4 
miles, and takes about 2 hours.  We head west to start, uphill through a wooded gully, passing the 
interesting moat at Morley Hall.  Next there is another wooded path downhill which meets the Harcamlow 
Way.  We then pass through open country, gently rising, before falling again to the hamlet of Cold 
Christmas, where we meet the Hertfordshire Way.  Then there is some delightful wooded walking, followed 
by more open country to return us for lunch at Wareside.  There are no stiles, and just one short flight of 
steps down near the end.  Warning:  only a small part of this walk is in the Western Hemisphere! 

If you are interested – or would just like lunch – please contact Peter Greatrex on 01920 484582 – 
p.greatrex@bcs.org.uk.  On the day, should there be a problem, the mobile is 07523 324562. 
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THE JULY WALK – WHEATHAMPSTEAD- LEA VALLEY WALK- TH URSDAY 9 JULY 2009, 
10.30. 
 
Meet at 10.30am on Thursday 9 July 2009 at The Bull in Wheathampstead, AL4 8BS, Grid Ref. TL 177141. 
Park in the pub car park immediately behind the pub off East Lane, a narrow road on the east side of High 
Street. 
The walk will be almost 3-1/2 miles along the Lea valley and returning along the old railway track. There 
are no stiles and it will be mainly level apart from a gentle incline. 
 
The Bull has recently been refurbished and is not the Beefeater of old which you may remember.  If you are 
“lunch only” you are very welcome to join us at about 12.30. 
  
If you are coming on the walk, or just want lunch, please let Paul Douglas know on 01727 859040 or 
pdouglas@tesco.net . If you have a problem on the day, his mobile number is 07752 433041.       
 
 

 
 
 

FORTHCOMING AWAY BREAK 
 

Visit to Historic Portsmouth 

Monday October 5th to Thursday October 8th 2009 

We have been very pleased that the replies by members to our request for information and 
final payment have been so prompt and well within our requested deadline.  This now 
enables us to proceed so much more easily and to do what is necessary at times of our 
choosing. 

One of the consequences of the popularity of this visit with 72 participants compared 
with an average of about 48 in recent away visits, is that last 9 of the 29 requests for sea 
view rooms could not be met, and standard rooms had to be offered instead. 
 
All 57 people wishing to come on the guided walk and the 67 people wishing to visit the 
Historic Dockyard and Spinnaker Tower can be accommodated. 

However, the visit to the Isle of Wight and Osborne House has been very popular with 59 
people wishing to be included in this. We had originally booked a 49 seat coach and have 
now changed to the largest available which seats 55.  Alternative arrangements have been 
made to accommodate the 4 people who were the last to send in their applications, but we 
will not be able to accept any further requests to join this coach visit. 

John Deans & Eric Riches 
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FORTHCOMING DAY VISIT 
 

ROYAL AIR FORCE MUSEUM AND THE NATIONAL COLD WAR 
MUSEUM, COSFORD 

THURSDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2009. 

 
The Royal Air Force Museum and the National Cold War Museum are located at RAF Cosford, near Wolverhampton and just off 
the M54.  Over 70 aircraft are on display and it is the only place that you can see and compare members of each of the RAF’s V-
Bomber force types:  Victor, Valiant, and of course the Vulcan.  The Museum houses planes from other Allied or Soviet bloc 
countries as well as missiles.  Our group will be shown around in three parties by experienced guides.  There will be time for 
lunch either with a pre-ordered hot meal or with snacks. 
 
It is planned to leave Hatfield at 08.30 to arrive at Cosford in time for a coffee or tea before starting on the pre-lunch tour.  
Following lunch, we continue visiting the exhibits before leaving for home at 16.00. 
 
As entry is free, the costs are limited to paying for the guides and the coach travel.  A charge of £16 per person will be made for 
the visit. 
 
A booking form is included below, and cheques should be sent to Frank Taylor by Friday 19 June, as this visit is expected to be 
popular.  His address is 53 St Albans Road East, HATFIELD, AL10 0EJ.  Should you require further information, his phone 
number is  01707  262000. 
 
 

 
 
 

Please book ______ places on the visit to the Museums at Cosford on Thursday 24 September 2009, 
departing from Tesco Hatfield at 08.30. 
 
I enclose a cheque for _______________  (£16 per person) payable to HELC. 
 
Name(s)__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Telephone_________________________  Email__________________________________________ 
 
Please send to  Frank Taylor, 53 St Albans Road East, HATFIELD, AL10 0EJ  
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REPORT ON THE VISIT TO THE ALBERT HALL AND ALBERT M EMORIAL ON 23 APRIL – 
ST GEORGE’S DAY 

 
 

A real summer day was the reward for the 20 members and guests who assembled at Tesco Hatfield 
promptly for our 9.30 departure.  We arrived at Kensington Gore at 10.35, and everyone made their way to 
the Café Consort for coffee, before meeting our guide Christie, who looked after us for the day. We began 
by looking at the Albert Memorial, where Christie explained the detail to us, and we spent some time 
searching the frieze to find two dogs and one lady among all the luminaries!  The Memorial looked 
resplendent in the sunshine. 
 
After this it was lunch, and some of the party opted to walk around Hyde Park in the sun, others taking a 
meal in the Café Consort.  We reassembled for our afternoon tour around the Albert Hall, which involved 
climbing to the top tier to look down on the auditorium and examine the sound baffles only installed in the 
1970s.  En route, we visited the Royal Suite, and sat in chairs usually used by royalty.  The Willis Organ 
was being used for filming, and we were suitably shaken by the full force of the Swell pedal!  We then 
descended to have a privileged view of the underground parts of the Hall, comprising kitchens, storage and 
loading bays, only added a few years ago, greatly simplifying the movement of orchestral instruments and 
other props into and out of the Hall.  Finally, we were shown a short DVD of the Hall in action.  We 
thanked Christie for her efforts on our behalf, and completed our day with tea in the Café.  
 
This was an excellent day trip, and we thank Paul Douglas for his efforts in organising it.  Peter Cullens has 
passed on the following website reference if you would like to find out more about the foundations of the 
Memorial.      http://www.ianvisits.co.uk/blog/2007/02/07/under-albert/ 
           Peter Greatrex 
 
 
 
 

 
The Party outside the Albert Hall    Ornamentation on the Albert Memorial 
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REPORTS ON WALKS 
 
THE MARCH WALK – BERKHAMSTED COMMON – THURSDAY 26 M ARCH 2009, 10.30. 
Eleven intrepid members and partners met at The Boat, Berkhamsted, prepared to brave the walk despite the miserable weather.  
As it happened, the weather improved and we enjoyed largely dry but overcast weather, although there was a very brief glimpse 
of sunlight. 
 
The walk set off along the Gravel Path towards the station, under the railway, past Well Farm, and after about a mile there was a 
short climb up to Berkhamsted Common.  On the common, the walk continued on the level, past Brick Kiln Cottage for about 300 
metres, and then turned back towards Berkhamsted.  A lonely horse came across to the group, possibly for food, but was 
disappointed.  The walk continued through the Alpine Meadow, a lovely area which was being strimmed by the Herts & 
Middlesex Wildlife Trust to encourage the growth of wild flowers.  After another moderately strenuous climb, we were on level 
for some way, before we dropped back down to the Grand Union Canal at Northchurch, and walked the last mile along the canal 
back to a delicious lunch at The Boat.     Ian Williamson 
 

 

 
THE APRIL WALK - AYOT GREEN - WEDNESDAY  8 APRIL 20 09, 10.30 
 Despite overnight rain, the morning dawned clear and sunny for the 11 who arrived at Ayot Green for the start of the walk.  We 
were very pleased to welcome May Hands, now an Associate Member.  Joe Harrison began by warning us about flying golf balls 
as we crossed Brocket Hall Golf Club on a public footpath, but then there was a interesting diversion to see the bridge across the 
lake, with superb views of the Hall itself.  The walk proceeded along the River Lea as far as Water End, where the stream is fast-
flowing and will easily become a ford rather than a shallow bridge.  The strenuous part of the day followed as we climbed out of 
the valley up to the Ayot Greenway, along the track of the old Welwyn to Luton railway line.  This itself followed a steady uphill 
gradient as we regained height.  The views along there were pleasing as the buds were breaking and the bright green heralded 
spring.  There was even a bluebell wood which will be in flower in the next week.  Finally, we struck south to reach Ayot Green 
again, and the morning ended with the usual HELC walkers’ lunch, this time at the Red Lion on Digswell Hill.  Many thanks to 
Joe for such an excellent spring ramble.        Peter Greatrex 

The Walkers, with Brocket Hall 
in the background 

The River Lea at Water End 



HELC Newsletter  May 2009 

 - 9 - 

 

COMPUTER CORNER 
 
If you would like a one-stop source for audio and video software, a useful website is www.avs4you.com.  I 
registered some while ago for an unlimited subscription, and have now used a number of their products for 
copying and video editing and converting.  They give enough facilities to cover adequate video editing, and 
their converters will cover just about any video and audio format.  The software is also intuitive, which 
makes its use convenient, and is also happy under VISTA.  
 
Item (4) in Puzzle Corner was written using MathType 5.1.  I tried to use Equation Editor 3 (part of Word 
2003), but found it unhelpful. 
 

ARE YOU IN THE CLOUD? 
 
The latest buzz in the computing world is Cloud Computing. This means that you don’t need to own your 
own hardware and/or software. They are hosted on the internet (in the cloud) and you can access them, via 
subscription, from any device anywhere in the world. 
 
Why the change? A company must have sufficient computer power and resources to enable it to conduct its 
business.  However, when times are quieter the company is not using its computer facilities to maximum 
capacity. This means that the company has invested money in an IT infrastructure which is not delivering 
100%. Hardware as a Service (HaaS) means that you don’t need to buy a computer processor. All of your 
processing is done online and you buy that processing power as and when you need it. So, at busy times you 
are able to buy more processing capacity, at slack times you simply buy less. The beauty is that companies 
do not need to invest in technological infrastructure (computers, servers and the like), which will free up 
capital. Added to this, they don’t need to think about maintaining, updating and fixing existing systems – 
because they do not own them. This is taken care of by the Cloud hosts and will cut costs even further.  
 
If you were to purchase a new computer today you would expect it to come with an operating system 
already installed and, hopefully, a decent range of applications (word processor, spreadsheet etc). Software 
as a Service (SaaS) will change all of this. With Cloud Computing all the software is hosted on the internet 
and you use whatever you want, whenever you want. You will never need to buy software again. A good 
example of this is GoogleApps, Google’s word processor, spreadsheet and presentation software which is 
free for individuals to use, and is hosted on the internet – or in the cloud. 
 
The idea is that a PC becomes just an interface to access everything in cloud space. It would not be a PC as 
we know it today – more of a dumb terminal.  Is it safe? Well, if you were to leave your laptop on the train 
today you would lose all your valuable data. With Cloud Computing you would lose just your computer, the 
data will be stored elsewhere.    Oxford Business School Newsletter for May 2009. 
 
 

MORE PLEAS FOR HELP 
 
For a healthy future, your Committee needs to continuously replace itself with new members with new 
ideas, experience and skills.  If you feel could offer something for the benefit of the Club, initially by 
assisting an existing committee member with a view to taking over in due course, please talk to the 
Chairman.  Committee meetings are every two months, and your help would be appreciated. 
 
We would also welcome your suggestions for Away Day Trips, as response recently has been disappointing.  
If you know of good speakers who would entertain us, then once again we would like to hear from you. 
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SOME FUN ITEMS 
 
COMPREHENDING ENGINEERS 
 
(1) 
Two engineering students were walking across campus 
when one said, "Where did you get such a great bike?"  
The second engineer replied, "Well, I was walking along 
yesterday minding my own business when a beautiful 
woman rode up on this bike.  
She threw the bike to the ground, took off all her clothes 
and said, "Take what you want."  
"The second engineer nodded approvingly, "Good choice; 
The clothes probably wouldn't have fitted."  
 
(2) 
What is the difference between Mechanical Engineers and 
Civil Engineers?  
Mechanical Engineers build weapons,  
Civil Engineers build targets.  
 
(3) 
The graduate with a Science degree asks, "Why does it 
work?"  
The graduate with an Engineering degree asks, "How does it 
work?"  
The graduate with an Accounting degree asks, "How much 
will it cost?"  
The graduate with an Arts degree asks, "Do you want fries 
with that?"  
 
(4)  
To the optimist, the glass is half full.  
To the pessimist, the glass is half empty.  
To the engineer, the glass is twice as big as it needs to be.  
 
(5) 
A pastor, a doctor and an engineer were waiting one 
morning for a particularly slow group of golfers.  
The engineer fumed, "What's with these guys? We must 
have been waiting for 15 minutes!"  
The doctor chimed in, "I don't know, but I've never seen 
such ineptitude!"  
The pastor said, "Hey, here comes the greenkeeper. Let's 
have a word with him."  
[DRAMATIC PAUSE]  
"Hi George. Say, what's with that group ahead of us? 
They're rather slow, aren't they?"  
The greenkeeper replied, "Oh, yes, that's a group of blind 
firefighters. They lost their sight saving our clubhouse from 
a fire last year, so we always let them play for free 
anytime."  
The group was silent for a moment.  
The pastor said, "That's so sad. I think I will say a special 
prayer for them tonight."  
The doctor said, "Good idea. And I'm going to contact my 
ophthalmologist buddy and see if there's anything he can do 
for them."  
The engineer said, "Why can't these guys play at night?"  

(6) 
Three engineering students were gathered together 
discussing the possible designers of the human body. 
One said, "It was a mechanical engineer. Just look at all the 
joints."  
Another said, "No, it was an electrical engineer. The 
nervous system has many thousands of electrical 
connections."  
The last said, "Actually it was a civil engineer. Who else 
would run a toxic waste pipeline through a recreational 
area?"  
 
(7) 
An engineer was crossing a road one day when a frog called 
out to him and said, "If you kiss me, I'll turn into a beautiful 
princess". 
He bent over, picked up the frog and put it in his pocket.  
The frog spoke up again and said, "If you kiss me and turn 
me back into a beautiful princess, I will stay with you for 
one week."  
The engineer took the frog out of his pocket, smiled at it and 
returned it to the pocket.  
The frog then cried out, "If you kiss me and turn me back 
into a princess, I'll stay with you and do ANYTHING you 
want."  
Again the engineer took the frog out, smiled at it and put it 
back into his pocket.  
Finally, the frog asked, "What is the matter? I've told you 
I'm a beautiful princess, that I'll stay with you for a week 
and do anything you want. Why won't you kiss me?"  
The engineer said, "Look I'm an engineer. I don't have time 
for a girlfriend, but a talking frog, now that's cool."  
 
(8) 
Normal people believe that if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it. 
Engineers believe that if it ain’t broke, it doesn’t have 
enough features yet. 
Mike O’Brien, Brian Milburn, and Ian Williamson 
 
Little Boy talking to his Grandmother: 
“My Dad knows a lot;  my Grandad knows everything”. 
Mike O’Brien 
 
Two aerials meet on a roof - fall in love - get married. 
The ceremony was rubbish but the Reception was Brilliant. 
 
Man goes to the doctor with a strawberry growing out of his 
head.  Doctor says, "I'll give you some cream to put on it." 
 
"Doctor, I can't stop singing ‘The Green Green Grass of 
Home.’" 
"That sounds like Tom Jones syndrome." 
"Is it common?" 
"It's not unusual." 
Last three from Ian Williamson 
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PUZZLE CORNER 
 

Solution to Last Newsletter’s Brain Teasers 
 
(1)  They are both palindromes – they read the same backwards as forwards. 
 
(2)  Here are the answers in order.  ASTRONOMER, DESPERATION, ELECTION RESULTS, ELEVEN 
PLUS TWO, MOTHER-IN-LAW, PRESBYTERIAN, SLOT MACHINES, THE EYES, THE MORSE 
CODE. 
 
(3)  The key to this answer is that everything moves with constant speed.  So the approach velocity of the 
two people is 5 m/s, so they will meet in 100/5 = 20s.  So the insect travels for 20s at 6 m/s, and so will 
travel 120m. 
 
 
More Brain Teasers for You. 
 
(1)  Betteshanger, Chislet, Snowdown…  What do these three names suggest, and what is the missing fourth 
name in the group? 
 
(2)  This Latin inscription occurs at Snowshill Manor, the past home of Charles Paget Wade, who was an 
eccentric collector.  “MIHI HODIE, ILLI CRAS, SED POSTEA NESCIO”.  Can you work out what point 
he is making? 
 
(3)  A car starts a journey in a town.  It travels for 30 minutes, and after this time its average speed is 40 
kph.  It then joins a motorway, and under cruise control, travels at 110 kph.  How long before its average 
speed reaches 80 kph? 
 
(4)  A Level Maths as we knew it……   Mark allocation   2, 4, 10, 4  out of 20. 

2

2

If   y = tan (x) show that dy/dx = tan ( ) 1.

Hence show that if y = arctan (x), dy/dx = 1 / (1 + ).

By integrating and using the binomial expansion, show that  

may be evaluated by the infinte series

x

x

p

+

4 ( 1 - 1/3 + 1/5 - 1/7 + 1/9 - .......)

Comment on the efficiency of using this series to calculate . p

 

 
(5)  Light music again.  This composer was born Leonard Charles Trebilcock in Camberwell in 1924.  He 
composed theme music for the 60s television series “Dr Finlay’s Casebook” and “The Planemakers”.  Who 
is he better known as, and what were the titles of the music he composed for the two series? 
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LUNCHEON BOOKING FORMS 
Lunches must be booked in advance , by posting the form(s) below.  The cost is shown on each 
Booking Form.  Please complete one or both of these forms and post with the lunch fee(s)  to Paul 
Douglas to reach him before Friday 12 June 2009  for the June Lunch and to reach him before Friday 
10 July 2009  for the July Lunch. 
Subsequent cancellation will be accepted up until 4 p.m. on the above dates.  To cancel, ring the HELC 
mobile phone number on 07963 610928.  If there is no reply, leave a recorded message including your 
name, telephone number and how many places you are cancelling.  Voicemail messages will be 
acknowledged.  If this acknowledgement is not received within two days, your message has not been 
received and you should call the HELC mobile ‘phone number again.  Your money will be held in credit 
unless you advise otherwise if you have cancelled in time. 
You may book the two meals together or separately.  If you book them together, please send separate 
cheques  for each month.  Unless a stamped addressed envelope is included with the returned Booking 
Slip, the Club cannot provide acknowledgement receipts. 

   

 BOOKING FORM FOR   16 JULY 2009 COUNTERFOIL - PAID 

 The menu for this meal is Goujons of Plaice with Tartare Sauce followed 
by Honey Roast Ham with a Herb & Mustard Sauce OR Chef's Choice of 
Fish - Tuna  followed by Meringue Nest filled with Fresh Fruit & Vanilla 
Cream, Coffee and After Eights 
The talk is entitled Science and Engineering Ambassadors .  For details, 
see page 1. 
I enclose my cheque for £16.00 per person  made out to ‘HELC’.  Please 
send individual cheques  for each of the months you book for. 

HELC lunch 16 July 2009 at 
Homestead Court Hotel, WGC. 
The talk is entitled Science and 
Engineering Ambassadors. 
 
Goujons of Plaice 
Honey Roast Ham / Tuna 
Meringue Nest 

 Forename Surname Date 

 No. of meat 
meals required 

Total meat 
courses ordered 

 No. of fish 
meals required 

Telephone number 

Total fish 
course ordered 

 Please complete this form and post it to 
HELC Lunch, c/o Paul Douglas, 4 Meautys, ST. ALBANS, AL3 4LU.  

Paul Douglas, telephone 
07963 610928. 

   
 BOOKING FORM FOR  18 JUNE 2009 COUNTERFOIL - PAID 

 The menu for this meal is Terrine of Venison with Onion Chutney with 
Seasonal Leaves followed by Lamb & Vegetable Hot Pot OR Chef's 
Choice of Fish - Salmon  followed by Almond Tart served with Fresh 
Cream, Coffee and After Eights. 
The talk is entitled Impacts of Climate Change on Coral Reefs .  For 
details, see page 1. 
I enclose my cheque for £16.00 per person  made out to ‘HELC’.  Please 
send individual cheques  for each of the months you book for. 

HELC lunch 18 June 2009 at 
Homestead Court Hotel, WGC. 
The talk is entitled  Impacts of 
Climate Change on Coral Reefs 
 
Terrine of Venison  
Lamb and Vegetable Hot Pot / 
Salmon 
Almond Tart 

 Forename Surname Date 

 No. of meat 
meals required 

Total meat 
courses ordered 

 No. of fish 
meals required 

Telephone number 

Total fish 
course ordered 

 Please complete this form and post it to 
HELC Lunch, c/o Paul Douglas, 4 Meautys, ST. ALBANS, AL3 4LU.  

Paul Douglas, telephone 
07963 610928. 

 
If any item on the menu does not suit your requirements, please discuss with Paul Douglas. 

  
 
 


