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INTRODUCTION

| dreamed of a wedding of elaborate elegance; adahtilled with flowers and friends. | asked himattkind of wedding
he wished for; he said one that would make me tigs @Anonymous)

Whatever type of wedding you dream of, the largeth@ small, the elaborate or the simple, the ti@ud or the
unconventional, it should be an extraordinary oegsone which you will both remember forever. $aodtl is an
extraordinary country, undoubtedly one of the miesautiful in the world. Its untamed landscape hasekmental,
uplifting quality which gives a fitting backdrop tihe deeply serious, profoundly happy emotions ofexding. In
addition, it has some of the most fabulous venodahke world. From castles to ancient chapels todjyaelegant country
hotels, the choice is unsurpassed.

On top of all that, the marriage laws in Scotlarakmit possible for residents of anywhere in theldvto marry there
and to choose whether they want a religious, ntgioes or civil ceremony. Furthermore, the rec@itil Partnership
legislation has allowed same-sex couples for tte fime to make a public, and legally-approvednootment to each
other. With different regulations from elsewherehe United Kingdom, and most importantly no resid® requirement,
it is easy to combine your wedding with a holidayhe of the world’s most romantic countries.

Whether you and your partner are Scottish borntaed, or whether you are travelling across the avarlmarry in
this most beautiful of countries, this book exptagwverything you need to know to help you arranger ywedding in
Scotland and has tips and advice from other coupltestied the knot there.

As Wilfred Arlan Peterson wrotélappiness in marriage is not something that jugigens. A good marriage must be
created.

Marrying in Scotland can't fail to be a perfecsfistep towards creating that happy marriage!



A MARRIAGE MADE IN HEAVEN

Why Scotland?

Looking for a stunning venue for your wedding? Qwvigch combines romance, beautiful scenery and dplehistoric
surroundings? Well, Scotland is probably the mashantic country in the world. Unique venues, inahgdfairytale
castles and imposing estate houses; a breathtakidgbeautiful landscape, with misty glens, trandpdhs, uplifting
mountains; a sense of permanence and spectacl@stirring music, history and tradition: Scotbinas it all.

Add to this the ease of getting married in Scotjamdatever your nationality, it is hardly surprigithat although in
recent years there has been an overall drop imtimbers of weddings taking place in Scotland, tHeas been a
significant increase in the numbers of weddings rettether one or both partners were not residei@catland. In fact,
Scotland is fast becoming one of the most poputatdwide venues for weddings.

Locality

Traditionally, it was expected that a couple wogkt married in the local church or registry officethe bride or the
groom — more often than not, the bride, as conweatly it is her 'special day' more than his. Hoamr\t is becoming
increasingly popular for couples to plight theiotlr in a place chosen for other reasons than tgcdlio make their
wedding day truly special, they want to marry atad/sn a unique and beautiful location. This may @een be in their
home country.

Although many couples still want a traditional watdy] with their whole extended family and friendswand them to
witness their vows, contemporary weddings are tepdd become smaller. This is partly because ofgieeral trend
towards smaller families and partly, with the faeafer mobility of people today, because families\aery often widely
spread, relatives living a long distance from egitter, often in different countries.

Where once a local venue was generally most coaungrbecause families tended to live reasonablegloow this is
far less likely to be the case. Getting married idifferent country may involve the guests in ntr&travel than if they
were to travel to the bride's or groom's home town.

Frequently, couples wish to make the ceremonyfitgelery intimate and personal affair, with onlyethselves
involved, or perhaps with just their closest frisrat relatives with them. By having their weddingai different country,
this makes it easier to explain to the wider faraihy friends why they are not invited to the cereyne the cost, time and
logistics would make it impractical to invite evbody.

If your budget is limited, of course, it makes ®is restrict it to just you and maybe a couplgeésts. This way,
you can spend what money you can spare on paymgisbwhat you want, rather than having to sprisedmoney too
thinly and end up with a wedding which is unsatitday for both you and your guests.

1
Kerry & Steve Pantony invited nobody to their weddng — for the best of reasons 1
We decided that if we were going to get marriedwaated everyone to be there or no-one. We livengldhd and 1
Steve's family is all there but my family and adbmy friends are in Australia. To get everyongetber seemed 1
like a logistic and financial impossibility so wpted for no-one (that we knew). !

We considered a variety of holiday destinations tfer wedding. Unfortunately, many of the more wapi !
locations appear to marry people off at a rate bts that made it all seem a little like a massdouction factory. !
We didn't want to get married in England nor in #aka as we thought more people would be more uaseot !
having been invited. Scotland seemed like a gooitetboth because it is quick and easy to getdamfEngland !
and because we figured that the paperwork requiredild be very similar (if not the same) as it wobld in :
England

If you prefer to have an intimate ceremony witht jie two of you, yet don't want to upset yourride and family,
there is always the option to throw a big partyoar return home, and invite everybody and his dog!

Where money is not an issue, you may decide toynabroad and still invite a large number of guestse falling
cost and increasing ease and speed of travel rhaathts is more achievable than it ever was. Ya @ombine the most
important day of your life with an unforgettableliday for your friends and family.

Once you have decided you wish to marry away froorynome town, or even country, the next quessomvhere to
go? Scotland is a favourite destination for wedslifty a number of different reasons.

Romance
In the first place, romance is high on the ageldaat couple doesn't want their wedding to be asardim as possible?
Scotland has been synonymous with romantic marfiagleundreds of years, thanks to Gretna Greene@me law in
England was changed in 1754, preventing anybodgutiee age of 21 marrying without parental constvgre began a
flood of eloping couples heading for Scotland, veh#tey could marry from the age of 16 without tleadh for their
parents to agree. As Gretna Green was the filstgglover the border from England, it soon becaraeptace for eloping
couples to make for, with local blacksmiths readg avilling to marry them ‘over the anvil' in exclyggnfor money. There
are many tales of couples making a dash for Gngitimangry fathers in hot pursuit!
Since the first recorded marriage at Gretna in 17#t&2popularity continues today, and there are rower 4,000
weddings a year at Gretna Green, about 17% obtaérarriages in Scotland.
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But there's much more to the romance of Scotlaad #ioping couples. The history of the countryuis df colourful,
sometimes tragic, heroes and heroines, from Bomniace Charlie to Rob Roy, Robert the Bruce to Ml
Wallace(Braveheart), Mary Queen of Scots to FloecBbnald. The works of Scotland's most famous v&;it8ir Walter
Scott and Robert Burns, are full of stories andyp®ef romantic love and daring deeds.

And then there's the most romantic aspect of ladl,dountry itself. As you travel through the coynit seems that
around every corner is another breathtaking sd@rematic mountains surrounded by heather-clad glehseflected in
the mirror-clear water of isolated lochs; an unggblandscape full of wildlife including stags ahdsts of birds; lonely
seashores, with islands appearing from the misthiéndistance; tranquil meadows lining the banksushing salmon
rivers.

And finally, if you needed more, sitting amongse thorgeous landscape, highlighting it like jewelsai stunning
setting, are literally thousands of castles, sfatebmes and picturesque ruins, any one of which ldvaouake an
unforgettable wedding venue. Just think of thosggous wedding photographs to show to the folk& bacne!

History, Myth & Legend

If you want historic surroundings for your weddingu can’'t do much better than Scotland. It hasnbebabited for
around 8,000 years, with evidence of ancient lisils to be seen in the form of dwellings, cairmsdaburial mounds
throughout the country. Among the most strikingtleése archaeological remains are the stone citoldse found at
Callanish in Lewis and Brodgar in Orkney. Imagiredtipgg married beside these standing stones asuthesets in high
summer...

Over many centuries Scotland has attracted seftlems all over Europe. First came the Picts froeddnd, followed
by the Romans, and later, the Vikings from Scandaa not forgetting the regular cross-border aftenty the English to
subjugate the fiercely independent Scots.

These settlers laid claim to different areas ofdbentry, which has given different regions thestidctive characters.
In fact, it wasn’t until the 18 Century that Scotland as we know it today came being. The modern name for the
country derives from the Scoti, a Celtic tribe oraly from Ireland. Prior to the adoption of thame ‘Scotland’ the land
was divided into many smaller kingdoms. The Highmwas called Caledonia by the Romans, a name wbiatinues in
used to the present day, particularly poetically.

................................................................................................................................

CALEDONIA! :
There are many songs and poems which celebrate&aB¢atnder its more romantic name.
Sir Walter Scott, imThe Lay of the Lad¥linstrel, wrote: :

O Caledonia! stern and wild,

Meet nurse for a poetic child!

Land of brown heath and shaggy wood,
Land of the mountains and the flood,
Land of my sires! What mortal hand
Can e’er untie the filial band,

That knits me to they rugged strand!

Scott’s friend, James Hogg, known as the Ettrigdpsterd, wrote a poem entitl€hledonia.

Caledonia! thou land of the mountain and rock,
Of the ocean, the mist, and the wind-

Thou land of the torrent, the pine, and the oak,
Of the roebuck, the hart, and the hind;

Far more recently, in the 1980s, Dougie Macleanevhis own take on the theme,
in a haunting song which has become somethingSafadtish anthem.

Oh, but let me tell you that | love you

That | think about you all the time

Caledonia you're calling me

And now I'm going home

If I should become a stranger

You know that it would make me more than sad
Caledonia's been everything

I've ever had

...............................................................................................................................
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The universal love of a good story has led to matiscotland’s war-filled, harsh and violent histdsgcoming
inextricably linked with a more romantic version it§ past. For example, the picture that we havéhefdashing and
dramatic Rob Roy, alleged hero of the 1715 Jacalptesing, owes far more to the romantic versiohkie life painted by
Daniel Defoe in his 1723 fictionalised biographiighland Roguefollowed byRob Royby Sir Walter Scott and the 1995
Hollywood film. These depictions romanticise andrigy the deeds of a man who was in fact little endihan a cattle
rustler, thief and bandit.

A supreme example of the way fiction has overtafeen is the delicious story of how the statue ofllfin Wallace
erected outside the visitor centre at the Wallaaamidrial in Stirling has been beheaded on a numbercacasions by
people upset that the statue looks far too muehMel Gibson in his portrayal of Braveheart!

Perhaps the best-known ‘fact’ about Scotland i$ thare is a monster living in Loch Ness. This mids a most
illustrious history, with the first documented digig of the beast being by no less a personage $h&olumba himself,
the man responsible for bringing Christianity totish shores.

Nessie isn’t the only mythical being alive and wellScotland. Tales and legends of ghosts and é&lfairies and
giants are common.

...................................................................................................................................................................

CHARLIE & FLORA
The meeting of Bonnie Prince Charlie and Flora Maadd is one of the great romantic tales of Scatladkfter the :
Young Pretender’'s devastating defeat at Cullodeh7#6, he went on the run to escape the Engliskergovent :
troops who were after his blood, and lived as &iftegfor five months. :
Flora Macdonald met him on the island of Uist wiste was 23 and she helped him escape to Skye;sbdgu:
as a serving maid. After his escape from there badkurope, Flora Macdonald was arrested and imped for a :
year before being pardoned. :
She went on to marry and have seven children, wtiée prince ended his days in exile, a d|S|IIuscbne
drunkard, no longer ‘Bonnie’ or even regal. As afiromantic flourish to the tale, it is said tifdora’s funeral :
shroud was made from the sheet on which Bonniee@@harlie slept while on Skye.
The incident is commemorated tihe Skye Boat Sopgvhich was actually written well over 100 yearteta :
The massive death and suffering caused by thélkelattle at Culloden is evident in the words. :

Speed bonnie boat like a bird on the wing
Onward the sailors cry

Carry the lad that's born to be king

Over the sea to Skye

Loud the wind howils, loud the waves roar,
Thunderclaps rend the air

Baffled our foes, stand by the shore
Follow they will not dare

Many's the lad fought on that day
Well the claymore did wield
When the night came, silently lain
Dead on Culloden field

(Chorus)

Though the waves heave, soft will ye sleep
Ocean's a royal bed

Rocked in the deep, Flora will keep

Watch by your weary head

(Chorus)

Burned are our homes, exile and death
Scatter the loyal men

Yet e'er the sword cool in the sheath
Charlie will come again.

(Chorus)

.
...................................................................................................................................................................

Wherever you look, Scotland’s history, myth andeledj intermingle — and when you see the hundred=sasties,
gothic-style stately homes and historic monumethismoody and mysterious lochs and glens, reagdbkens and stories
and see the artwork produced by artists over timudes, it is small wonder that fact and fictionngle in such an
inspiring fashion.
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...................................................................................................................................................................

SCOTLAND’S MOST HAUNTED
Glamis Castle in Angus, childhood home of the lateeen Mother, is claimed to be the most haunteldlibgiin :
Scotland, with an impressive total of at least jhests and one monster. This was reputed to deaus and sub- :

human child born into the Strathmore family som® 3@ars ago which lived to an immense age, dyinthén :
1920s. :

..................................................................................................................................................................

Ancestry
Throughout history, the Scots have been renownedrdoelling the world, both by choice, in seardhadventure or a
better life, and sadly through coercion, notoriguiiring the Highland Clearances of the lat® a8d early 19 centuries.
Many of those with Scots blood love to come bactt tiace, or at least visit, their roots. A weddiaga great time for
reflecting on family history, so it is not surprigi that many brides or grooms with Scottish angesd#cide to marry in
Scotland, often in the area where their originahdhailed from. They may even find long-lost refasi living in the area.
And while on the subject of clans, a marriage intBnd gives even grooms without Scottish rootsetkeuse to wear
Highland Dress, which has to be the most dashing fof wedding suit in the world — a kilt outfit ihaling sporran and
skean dhu! While it is traditional for the bride veear a stunning fairytale gown, all too often theor groom is
condemned to a boring grey suit. Not so in Scotlahére both bride and groom dress to impress!

Here’s to it!

The fighting sheen of it,
The yellow, the green of it,
The white, the blue of it,
The swing, the hue of it,
The dark, the red of it,
Every thread of it!

The fair have sighed for it,
The brave have died for it,
Foemen sought for it,
Heroes fought for it,
Honour the name of it,
Drink to the fame of it —
THE TARTAN!

Murdoch Maclean

................................................
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