NUNNEY PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Dallimore Mead, Monday, 1st October 2007 at 7.00pm
Present: 
Miss C Goldsmith (Chairman); Mesdames P Bullard and S Capstick-Dale (part); Messrs A Allom, F Hayden, K Lloyd, C Mackenzie, D McDonnell, R Masters (part).
For the presentation by NYCP: Louise Potter and Jeremy Leicester of the Parish Plan Steering Group.
1. Apologies for absence – Messrs C Davies and J Gaunt.
2. Presentation from Nunney Youth Community Project (NYCP)
Emily Daniel and Bethany Monk made a presentation to the Council of the work carried out by NYCP; they were supported by members of the Parish Plan Steering Group. The Group conducted a survey of 37 Nunney children; the findings of the survey were used to formulate ideas for facilities at the Old Quarry Gardens for the 10+ age group. Ideas included: zip wire, tree house, tyre swing, climbing frame, band stand/covered seating, bike ramps, and goal posts. A short question and answer session with Councillors followed along with discussions on making the Gardens a multi-use area for the enjoyment of all. 
Mr Mackenzie advised that the ideas had not been costed, but were expected to be in the region of £35,000; Mr Leicester advised that in order to obtain funding through the Big Lottery’s “Playful Ideas” it would be necessary to have an innovative theme; the deadline for grant applications is 31-12-07 and the Parish Plan Steering Group is meeting fortnightly to try to achieve this. 
The Chairman asked that a letter be sent to Mr Campbell thanking him for his work with NYCP.
Mrs Capstick-Dale joined the Meeting.

The Chairman thanked the NYCP for their presentation and they left the Meeting.

3. Report on Quarries Liaison
Mr Marshall gave a comprehensive update on the recent Tor Quarry Liaison Meeting, which now includes Nunney. He confirmed that pumping at North Quarry has now ceased and it was expected to be left to fill with water, which will take many years; concerns would be people trying to swim in it; benefits might be that springs may run again and replenish Nunney Brook. Tarmac production at Holwell has also ceased (for the foreseeable future). The Meeting was advised that Aggregate Industries may seek planning permission to increase output from Tor Works, but any additional output would be transported by rail not road. The next Liaison Meeting is 22nd January 2008, Mr Marshall and Miss Goldsmith to attend. General discussion took place and Mr Lloyd asked Mr Marshal to try to get for a contact name for fields owned in the area by the quarries.
Mr Marshall left the Meeting.

4. Declarations of Interest – Mr Allom expressed a personal interest is respect of a planning application at Bell House.
5. Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 3rd September 2007 
Approved as a true record; proposed Mr Mackenzie; seconded Mr McDonnell.
6. Matters arising therefrom
Mrs Bullard asked about the sign for the Old Quarry Gardens, Miss Goldsmith advised that Mr LeStrange is progressing this.
7. Clerks Report – noted
Insurance Claims 
i) Door to storage shed: the repair is outstanding due to difficulty in contacting Bodyline, who are no longer trading; Miss Goldsmith advised that Mr LeStrange expects it to be done this week. Meanwhile, the Clerk has meanwhile obtained another quotation. 

ii) The Frog Bin: order prepared and cheque raised for signature at this meeting.
iii) The Clerk advised that there has been another attempted break in at the storage building. This occurred during daylight hours on Wednesday, 26th September; nothing was stolen but the roller-shutter door has been rammed and an attempt made to pry it apart. She has obtained a quote for repairs; in fact it will need to be replaced, at an approximate cost of £750-£1,000. Quote expected imminently, this will be presented at the next Meeting.
Pruning and Hedge Cutting at Byfields – Work started 22nd September and ongoing at date.

Footpath Clearance – Footpaths to be cleared have been advised to J & A Brown. 

Old Quarry Gardens – Terms and Conditions ongoing.
Notice Board – The Clerk has spoken to Mrs Walker and she fully supports replacing the notice board. Mr Mackenzie will obtain a quote for refurbishing the notice board.
Holidays – Clerk is on holiday 11 to 27th October (15 hours).
8. Correspondence – noted.
Nunney Community Association – Due to a change of plans they no longer require use of Castle Hill Quarry on 29th September 2007.

MDC Standards Committee – Agenda for the meeting on Tuesday, 18th September 2007. Mr Mackenzie had attended.
SCC – Presentation and discussion session is being held in November to counsel views from Parish Councils on waste strategy. Consultation being held at Frome Cheese and Grain 9am to 4pm on 24th October 2007, evening dates to be advised later.
Gloria Cawood (by email) – Apologies, she is unable to attend the production of Gonzo Moose on 15th September. Mr Hayden advised that the production had been a great success. 
Somerset Gateway (by email) – Somerset Gateway is a FOC information service run by SCC Libraries, it holds information on clubs, societies, Parish Councils etc within the County, this can be viewed at www.somerset.gov.uk/somersetgateway. Request for information from Nunney for their database.. It was agreed this is already available to those wanting it.
MDC (by email) – Bus shelters are required by law to display No Smoking signs; MDC have put up vinyl labels in the Market Place and High Street. In case these are defaced, the Clerk has added signs – two in polycarbonate and one vinyl – to the Glasdon’s order. Agreed.
SCC – HGV Pinch Point Consultation: Letter regarding roads inaccessible to HGVs; copied to Councillors with this Agenda for discussion at the Meeting. This was discussed; Horn Street is already covered. No reply. 
SCC – Invitation to the Mendip Central and East Neighbourhood Forum to be held at Kilmersdon Village Hall on Thursday, 18th October at 7pm; copied to Councillors with this Agenda. No one able to go.
Avon and Somerset Constabulary – Notice regarding thefts from sheds and a request for it to be placed in the Parish magazine. Clerk has placed it on the notice board and forwarded it to Postlebury News. 

WaterLinks – WaterLinks is a network of 21 community projects based on water, which has been invited to compete in the Big Lottery’s Living Landmarks; they are hosting The River Festival on 23rd September at French Weir Park, Taunton.
Frome Cheese and Grain Ltd – Invitation to become members of the charity (which is open to any individual who lives in Frome of the surrounding villages) and Agenda for its AGM. There is no fee to become a member and a maximum liability of £1.00 liability if the charity is wound up. Further information can be obtained from Karen Edwards on 01373 455768. Noted.
Mendip Community Transport – Request for a grant. For the year ended March 2007 it has provided 36,240 single journeys and covered 269, 065 miles. Declined.
Mendip Housing – Annual Report 2006-2007 – in the September Reading File.

Beryl Smith – Letter about an incident at the Old Quarry Gardens; copied to Councillors with the Agenda for discussion under Item 9.
SCC Mendip Area Working Panel – Notice of Meeting to be held 25th September at 7pm and MDC offices, Shepton Mallet. Supporting papers in the Reading File.

SCC (by email) – Letter cancelling Area Working Panel Meeting.

SALC – Reminder for the AGM on 29th September had been passed to Mr Lloyd.

MDC – Further request for return of Declaration of Interest Forms for Mr Davies and Mr Hayden; request plus further forms passed on to them (22-9-07). Mr Hayden confirmed he has now returned his form (not copied to the Clerk). Mr Mackenzie advised that the Standards Committee will be writing to those who have not returned forms.
SCC – Update dated 20th September on the Foot and Mouth situation and a notice about using Rights of Way; both are copied to Councillors with the Agenda and the notice has been posted on Parish notice board.

The Ramblers’ Association – Letter regarding SCC’s plans for prioritization of public rights of way; copied to Councillors with the Agenda for discussion under Item 20 ii – Footpaths
By email Minutes of South Rural PCSO Steering Group 18th September 2007. Clerk outlined details to the Council.
MDC – Invitation to an informal “relationship building” discussion with members of the Council to be held 27 November 2007. No interest.
Letter from Ted Bradley on-behalf of the allotment holders. For discussion under Item 13.

Chris Davies (passed to the Clerk at this meeting) – Letter advising he has resigned from the Parish Plan Steering Committee (noted). Also, a two-page document, with copies; this was passed to the Councillors present at this Meeting. See Item 15.

Ruth LeStrange – Verbal request via the Chairman, to use Old Quarry Gardens for a few hours on the afternoon of Saturday, 6th October 2007 for a children’s party. This was agreed, subject to no glass or china being used on the grass; Miss Goldsmith will advise Mrs LeStrange.
9. Old Quarry Gardens
i) 
Direction and Amenity Map. This had not been raised at the Quarries Liaison Meeting; Miss Goldsmith will discuss a contact name with Mr Marshall.
ii) 
Sectioning off rough ground for cycling etc – A plan for the area to be sectioned off was copied to Councillors with the Agenda and was discussed. Costs are expected to be £650.00 and the Chairman asked that this be added to the Parish Plan grant application – Mr Mackenzie and Mr Hayden agreed. The letter from Mrs Smith was discussed; Mr Mackenzie agreed to have a word with the youngsters who play at the Gardens to make them aware of the need to leave space for cars and to be aware of other people using the area. The clerk will write to Mrs Smith.
iii) 
SALSF – No progress has been made with the electricity supply as there are problems with the way leaves; Mr LeStrange is trying to contact the landowner on behalf of Nunney Community Association discuss the issue. The Clerk proposed that if no progress had been made by the next Meeting the Council should consider returning the grant money to SALSF so that it could be used elsewhere. It was agreed that the water should go ahead as soon as possible – Clerk to advise Mr LeStrange. 
10. Byfields Cemetery

A cheque has been raised payable to MDC for £25.00 for a brown wheelie bin; Mr McDonnell volunteered to accept delivery of this, and a green one for Byfields. Clerk to progress.
11. Litter Picking
The Chairman reported that the litter picking had been a resounding success; the Clerk to place a notice of thanks in the parish magazine. The subject of dog mess in the castle grounds is of concern and the Clerk was asked to write to English Heritage on the matter.
12. Blind House 
Mr Mackenzie reported that the only problem was that damp leaches up from the earth floor. He will provide a pallet for items to be stacked on.

13. Allotments – Water Supply
Mr Bradley has provided a sketch of the area; it seems that there may be an old water main close to the hedge, which the Clerk will investigate when she obtains costs for laying the pipe. Additionally, their two compost bins have collapsed and the allotment holders would like some replacements; Mr Mackenzie offered some old floorboards, Clerk to check if these can be used.  

14. Litter and Dog Waste Bins (for the Russell Field)
The Clerk confirmed that MDC will empty dog waste bins FOC provided they can have vehicle access to the village hall car park. This was discussed; it may be possible to get a key for them, Ms Bullard to check with the Village Hall Committee. It was agreed that the 50 litre Retriever bins (as at OQG) are acceptable (OK with MDC too). The exact location to be established, so that the Clerk can ensure MDC are OK with it, before a bin is ordered. 

Dog waste bins were discussed at length, with several Councillors being keen to have more at locations around the village, such as in the Market Place, Donkey Lane and near the footbridge to the castle. It was pointed out that the problem is not people who collect their waste leaving it lying around in bags, but the owners who don’t pick up the mess in the first place, which won’t be resolved by waste bins. 
A replacement litter bin is needed for the playing field; it was agreed that the Glasdon’s Guppy was suitable and this could be located near the play ground. 
Mr Mackenzie will advise the Clerk of the fixing kits required for both the dog waste bin and litter bin for the Russell Field and obtain quotes for installing them.
15. Parish Plan 
The meeting was advised that the Parish Plan Steering Committee is now up and running; Ms Bullard, Mr Hayden and Mr Mackenzie are all members. It was noted that a document had been received from Mr Davies, which will be considered at the November Meeting. The Clerk confirmed that the grant monies for producing the Plan are held in the Parish Council account; receipts are needed for cheques to be raised and all expenditure must be auditable. 
16. Parish Website and email
Mr Masters advised that the web site is now complete – www.nunney.org; he would like some more photographs if anyone has some in digital format. He has also set up email addresses and asked Councillors for their views. 
17. Recreational facilities
i) Playground Refurbishment Plans – part of the Parish Plan.
ii) Playing Field – Miss Goldsmith will progress this with Mr Open.
18. Finance
£1,600.00 was transferred to the current account.
i) Accounts for Payment (and any others presented prior to this Meeting):
Cheque 838 – £     93.60
Paul Sandy (Caretaking September 2007)

Cheque 839 – £   615.00
J & A Brown (grass cutting for August)
Cheque 840 – £1,961.01 
L R Baber (Clearance of spoil from burial ground)

Cheque 841 – £     47.00
Sign Efex Ltd (Sign for OQG) 

Cheque 842 – £   383.82
Glasdon Manufacturing Ltd (Replacement Froggo bin and No Smoking signs x3 for bus shelters)

Cheque 843 – £   232.14
HM Customs and Revenue (Income tax for Clerk £232.14 for July-Sept 2007) 
Cheque 844 – £   359.08
Beverley Palmer (Clerks Salary September 2007 £274.36 and expenses £84.72)
Cheque 845 – £       9.00
Chris Davies (Parish Plan)

Cheque 846 – £     82.26
Clive Mackenzie (chippings for repairs to path by footbridge)

Cheque 847 – £     10.33 
Mendip Housing (hire of hall August 2007)

Cheque 848 – £       5.45
Community Council for Somerset (postage for Thatch)

Cheque 849 – £      25.00
Mendip District Council (for brown wheelie bin)

ii) Receipts:

£    67.98  
Bank interest for August

£    266.00
Dignity Funerals Ltd (Re: Monica Joy, fees for interment and exclusive rights of burial.)

19. Reports 
i) Planning 
Applications: 
MDC – Ref 010628/009PG29 Proposed works to trees in a conservation are at Bell House, Horn Street for Mr and Mrs J Martineau. Work already done, no comment.
MDC – Ref 089170/006P029 Proposed felling of an ash tree and a spruce tree in a conservation area at Highfield Farm, for Ms B M Lynch Staunton. No objections.
Approvals:
MDC Ref 117324/002 New 5 bay relocatable unit for use as a pre-school, plus outdoor play area for Corporate Director for Children and Young People, County Hall, Taunton was considered under delegated powers – no objections. 

MDC Ref 022272/007AG Permitted development under the Town & Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995 for the erection of an agricultural storage building at Tower View Farm, Ridgeway for B Garrod.

MDC Ref 100077/004 Use of redundant farm buildings for marquee storage, siting of timber lodge as office and access alterations for South Marquees Ltd approved with conditions: working hours 0700hrs to 1900hrs Monday to Friday, 0800hrs to 1300hrs Saturday;, no working on Sundays or Bank/Public Holidays; hard and soft landscaping to be completed; no storage of marquees or associated materials outside of buildings (without approval); no external lighting (unless approved).

Withdrawn:

MDC – Ref 119824/000 Application by Mrs J Down, 17 Berry Hill. 
ii) Footpaths – It was agreed that Nunney does not want to prioritise its footpaths as requested by MDC, neither will a footpath warden be appointed.

iii) Playground – Mr Mackenzie was uncertain why he’d been allocated responsibility for this area again as he is unable to take on any more. This responsibility had been accepted by Mr Davies in May and the Chairman advised that it is essential that a weekly audit is carried out – the Clerk stated that this can be just by way of a diary entry. Carry over to next Meeting. 
20. Reports
i) SALC – nil.
ii) Village Hall – nil.
iii) Nunney School – After teething problems, all is now working well at the pre-school unit. There are concerns in the area regarding closures of schools with less than 50 pupils, although this does directly affect Nunney. 
21. Items for Next Meeting 
Dates of Meetings 2008

Precept 2008-2009
22. Date of Next Meeting
Monday, 5th November 2007 at 7.30pm.
The meeting concluded at 9.20pm.
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