NUNNEY PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Dallimore Mead, Monday, 2 April 2007 at 7.30.

Present: 
Mr F R LeStrange (Chairman); Mesdames S Capstick-Dale, C Pomeroy; 
Messrs J Gaunt, P Mann, C Mackenzie.

In attendance: Ms B Palmer (Clerk).
Also present: Cllr Gloria Cawood; Mr R Warwick (member of the public) who asked to say a few words at the end of the meeting.
1. Declarations of Interest – Mrs Pomeroy for Planning.
2. Apologies for absence – Miss C Goldsmith, Mrs P Smith, Mr C Davies, Mr R Masters. 

Mr Hayden did not attend.
3. Minutes of the Meeting 5 March  2007
Approved as a true record; proposed Mrs Pomeroy; seconded Mr Mann.

4. Matters arising therefrom – Nil.
5. Clerk’s Report

Allianz Cornhill – Claim for damage to storage shed at CHQ: the Chairman passed the quote for repairs to the Clerk. 

CHQ, St George’s Day Opening – Follow up meeting held 21-3-07, notes prepared and circulated; leaflet drop and invitations being prepared.

J & A Brown – Letter confirming acceptance of tender sent and request for grass at CHQ to be cut in the week before St George’s Day.

Byfields Cemetery – The Clerk updated the Council on a phone call regarding a memorial for Keith Sadler’s grave. No action.

Local Elections – Nomination papers had been provided to those Councillors requiring them.  Flyers and statutory notices related to the elections are displayed on the Parish Notice Board. The Chairman reminded Councillors that papers had to be returned by noon on 4th April.

Speed Watch – The selection of a new coordinator is not a Parish Council issue; Clerk proposes to send a letter to volunteers and an email to Dave Adams asking him to support the group. Agreed unanimously.

Dave Adams – Email advising that he can view Minutes online at www.nunney.org.

Elaine Howitt – Letter to Mrs Howitt confirming use of CHG for 18 August 2007; contract to follow when available.

Annual Accounts – Auditor (John Horsey) arranged for mid May.

Annual Parish Meeting (8th May at 7pm) – Dave Adams has confirmed he will talk on Neighbourhood Policing, notice placed in Postlebury News.
6. Correspondence: 

Community Council for Somerset – Subscription renewal for 1-4-07 to 31-3-08 (£25).

SALC – Elections pack; flyers for Council of the Year, Clerk of the Year and Community Empowerment Awards.
NALC – “All about Town and Parish Councils” booklet and flyer (on Notice Board) promoting Parish Councils. 

Allotment’s Coordinator – Received: allotment slips, plan and fees for 07/08. 
Department for Constitutional Affairs – Letter requesting a “common sense” approach to memorial safety in burial grounds.

South Somerset District Council – Letter regarding their unitary bid and a copy of the Executive Summary; copied to Councillors with the Agenda.

Avon & Somerset Constabulary – Invitation to join the neighbourhood policing Steering Group, which will act are being created to act as links between the community and police and the Parish is invited to join; copied to Councillors with the Agenda.

NALC – A Revised Model Contract of Employment (for the Clerk) has been agreed between NALC and SLCC, they have automatic and immediate effect; the List of Revisions had been copied to Councillors. Unanimously agreed; the Clerk and Chairman signed copies which will be appended to the Clerk’s current contract.

SCC – The inaugural meeting of the Mendip Area Working Panel has been held, the Minutes and a copy of the Somerset Local Area Agreement were enclosed. NPC is asked to advise the Panel of its top three priorities before the next meeting on 17th April at 7pm in Nunney Village Hall. Documents copied to Councillors with the Agenda. No response.
MDC – Nomination papers (9) for Local Elections on 3 May 2007 received and distributed to those wanting them.

MDC – Statutory notices for the local elections. Displayed.

Resignations – Mr Mackenzie (letter of confirmation), Mrs Smith, Mrs Pomeroy, Mr LeStrange (advised last May) and Mr Mann (advised at last PC meeting) will not be seeking re-election:
Charity Commission – The Russell Field annual information update for the year to 31-12-06. This was counter signed by the Chairman. 
SCC Area Working Team – Invitation to discuss their unitary proposals; documents enclosed with the Agenda. No one wanted to attend. 

SCC Environment Directorate – Letter regarding weight limits on local roads – copied to Councillors with the Agenda. 

Audit Commission – Confirmation of the appointment of Moore Stephens as auditors for year ended 31-3-07.

Joan Phillips – Email asking about a replacement street light at 1 Westover. The Chairman had checked and it seems the light is now working.

7. Castle Hill Quarry

i) Summer Opening Hours. It was agreed that from 1 April to 31 October these would be 9am to 6pm. (Winter 1 Nov to 31 March 9am to 4.30pm) Clerk to advise the Caretaker and to prepare a new notice to be displayed on the gates.   

ii) Request to use the Old Quarry Gardens for a concert on Saturday, 29th September 2007 from Nunney Community Association. Unanimously agreed.

iii) Terms & Conditions of Hire and Contract is not yet resolved. Carried forward to next meeting.
iv) Official Opening – Notes from the meeting held 21 March already having been circulated to Councillors, the Chairman updated the meeting. The Council declined to fund the commemorative plaques. Cheques raised for the TENS and deposit on the toilet hire – see Item 9. 
v) Kim Pyper Memorial Bench. The Chairman asked if the Council would be prepared to place an order for a Classico bench using its account at Glasdons; the monies will then be reimbursed from the Old Quarry Gardens account. Agreed unanimously.
vi) SALSF. The Clerk advised that the application for funding (for electricity and water) would be considered at the May meeting.
8. Parish Plan – nil.
9. Finance
The Clerk transferred £500 from deposit account on 1-3-07 to cover March bills.

i) Accounts for Payment:

Cheque 793 – £  93.60
Paul Sandy (Caretaking March 2007)
Cheque 794 – £  34.20
Community Council for Somerset (subscription renewal 2007-2008 £25.00 & Spring Thatch £9.20)

Cheque 795 – £    7.92
Mendip Housing (Hall hire Jan 07)

Cheque 796 – £339.18   
Beverley Palmer (Clerks Salary Mar 2007 £264.68 and expenses £ 74.50

Cheque 797 – £303.16
Inland Revenue (4th quarter tax for Clerk £223.96 and Caretaker £79.20)

Cheque 798 – £350.00
Robert Ballam (green sand at CHQ)

Cheque 799 – £  25.00
MDC (TENS for St George’s Day)

Cheque 800 – £439.05
Glasdons Ltd (bench for CHQ inc VAT)

Cheque 801 – £  42.00
DAN (deposit for toilet hire at CHQ)

Cheque 802 – £  12.92
Nora LeStrange (photocopying of leaflet drop)

ii) Receipts:

£  45.27   
Bank interest for Feb 2007

£  35.00
Allotment fees 2007-2008

£    2.50 
Allotment fee (x1) 2007-2008
10. Reports 
i) Planning 

Applications:

MDC – Ref 119497/001 Two-storey extension at 5 Market Place for Mr N Larsen. No objections.

MDC – Ref 112433/015PG29 Works to a yew tree in a conservation area at Rockfield House, Horn Street for Lady Watson. No objections.

Approvals:
MDC – Ref 010628/007 Permission granted for alterations and extensions to Bell House, Horn Street for Mr & Mrs J Martineau.

MDC – Ref 010628/008 Listed building consent for alterations and extensions to Bell House, Horn Street for Mr & Mrs J Martineau.

MDC – Ref 11931/001
Revised car parking, amendment to planning approval 119310/00 for Mrs S Capstick-Dale at 27 Horn Street.

MDC – No objections to felling of holm oak and lime tree in a conservation area at Rockfield House, Horn Street for Mr and Mrs H Pomeroy.

Not Required:
MDC –T & CP not required for the erection of an agricultural building at Little Sharp Shaw Farm, Nunney.
ii) Footpaths – The tree across the footpath near the Old Mill Workings is still causing an obstruction. Clerk to progress.
iii) Playground – It was noted that there had been a lot of rubbish after the weekend. It was observed that the playground is looking very tired and action is needed to start improvements (Parish Plan). 
The Chairman invited Cllr Cawood to speak.
11. Reports from Representatives

i) SALC – Nil. 

ii) Village Hall – The computers are on site but not installed. A launch meeting and training sessions are to be arranged.
iii) Nunney School – Nil.
12. Items for Next Meeting 

Byfields Cemetery – removal of rubbish and subsoil.

Retiring Councillors Mackenzie, Pomeroy and Mann, offered their ongoing help and support.
13. Dates for Next Meeting/s
Annual Parish Meeting Tuesday 8th May 2007 at 7.00pm
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council Tuesday 8th May 2007 at 7.15pm
Parish Council Meeting Tuesday 8th May 2007 at 7.30pm

Mr Warwick made a vote of thanks on behalf of the village to Mr LeStrange for his service over the years.
The meeting concluded at 8.35pm.
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