NUNNEY PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Dallimore Mead, Monday, 2nd July 2007 at 7.30.

Present: 
Miss C Goldsmith (Chairman); Mesdames P Bullard, S Capstick-Dale; Messrs A Allom, C Davies, F Hayden, J Gaunt, K Lloyd, C Mackenzie, D McDonnell.

In attendance: Ms B Palmer (Clerk).
Also present: Mr Adams (PCSO); Mr C White and Mrs White.

1. Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

The Chairman welcomed Mr McDonnell to the Council; he duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
2. Declarations of Interest
Mr Lloyd declared a personal interest for Item 17 i Planning.
3. Apologies for absence – Mr Masters. 
The Chairman invited Mr Adams to update the meeting on the latest police initiatives.
Mr Adams outlined Operation Fox, an initiative to discourage bogus callers; he asked for permission to put up two signs at the entrance to Dallimore Mead and this was agreed unanimously – Clerk to send a letter of confirmation. Bi-monthly police/parishes steering groups are being set up and Nunney will be invited to send a representative.

The Chairman advised members of the Council that Mr White of South West Marquees was present and asked that Planning be moved forward; this was agreed.

4.  Planning (was Item 17 i)
Applications:

MDC – Ref 100077/004 Use of redundant farm buildings for marquee storage, siting of timber lodge as office and access alterations at Castle Hill Farm for South West Marquees Ltd; the letter accompanying the application was copied to Councillors with the Agenda. 

The Chairman invited Mr White to speak; he gave an introduction to his business, outlined his proposals for the site and answered questions from Councillors.  After discussions, it was agreed unanimously that the Parish Council is in favour of the change of use, supportive of Mr White’s plans and encouraged that a new employer would be moving to the village. 
Mrs White and Mr White left the meeting.

Approvals:
MDC – Ref 119349/001 Permission granted for the erection of two storey side extension at Oakford, Frome Road.

5. Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 4th June 2007 
Approved as a true record; proposed Mrs Capstick-Dale, seconded Mr Allom.
6. Matters arising therefrom – none.
7. Clerk’s Report – noted.
Register of Members Interest – Forms returned for Mr Masters (1-6-07), Ms Bullard and Mr Allom (7-6-07).

Standing Orders – Addendum to the Standing Orders to adopt the Model Code of Conduct with Paras 12 (2) was issued to all Councillors with the Agenda. The Clerk asked that it be appended to their current Standing Orders.

Archives – Minutes from April 2000 to March 2003 inclusive sent to Somerset Records Office by Special Delivery.

Lights on Green Pits Lane – SCC are in the process of replacing the poles and lights. While this is ongoing the choice is to have the lights on all the time or off all the time – they chose “on”. Update emailed to Councillors.

Dog Fouling – Complaints continue to be received of dog mess at the Old Quarry Gardens, but no one knows whose dog is responsible. Dog fouling signs are expected to be put up at shortly. 

Arson – Meeting held with the police. They investigated based on information provided and have since advised that the fire was accidental; the file in now closed. An insurance claim being progressed (replacement cost for the frog is £313.41 +VAT – exclusive of fixing kit). 

New Councillors – Introduction pack to David McDonnell; training course held 18th June.

SCC Unitary Status – The Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman, responded to SALC Stakeholder Consultation; copied to Councillors for information with the Agenda.

SALSF Grant – The Clerk has updated the quotes with SSE Power Distribution and Bristol Water, both companies require payment prior to carrying out the work. See Item 11 ii. 

Byfields Cemetery – Report received that a break down truck is blocking the gates. The vehicle is parked from time to time, but carefully leaving both gates clear and seems to be an occasional occurrence when the driver is on call. It was agreed no action is required. 

Russell Field – Complaint received regarding vehicles driving across the grass in the evening, but no information provided on time, car type/registration etc. Apparently this is also used as a short cut from the Market Place by trails bikers. Mr Adams advised that if he sees the offenders he can issue a Section 59, which allows for the vehicle to be confiscated. After discussions it was agreed to monitor the situation before deciding a course of action.
Bank signatories – Change of signatory forms were sent to the bank. After lengthy discussions with the Clerk has confirmation from their Clubs and Charities Centre that Parish Councils are exempt from the need for signatories to present documentation at the branch! However, the new Councillors were asked to provide some additional information and to re-sign the forms. 
Playground equipment – Suppliers contacted and brochures obtained.
Notice board in the Market Place – Mr Mackenzie is investigating to see if any remedial action can be taken. 
Old Quarry Gardens – i) Signs: “Free Parking” signs progressed with SCC Highways, see Item 10 i. ii) Cost for a permanent acrylic sign for the gates is around £50.00. Clerk is investigating alternatives. iii) Clerk has given Bodyline approval to proceed with repairs to the storage shed door.

Exclusive Right of Burial – Certificate issued in respect of Mr Arthur Cox.
J & A Brown – The Clerk has asked that the vegetation by the cross is cleared when the grass is cut next (see Correspondence). She has also asked them to quote for cutting the hedges and removing encroaching tress, and to cut overhanging branches at the entrance to Byfields (see Correspondence). 

Mrs Lynch-Staunton Phone call made in respect of her letter (see Correspondence).

8. Correspondence

SCC – Letter of invitation and Agenda for Mendip Central & East Neighbourhood Forum on 13 June 2007 at Cranmore. See Item 9. 
Anonymous – Nunney Parish Plan wish list received and passed to Mr Davies (6-6-07).

Mendip Housing – Notice of rural housing conference 15 June 2007. Followed by a letter advising its cancellation due to lack of numbers.

SCC – Parish & Town Council Unitary Authority Meetings: Parish Discussions: Summary of Questions and Issues Raised;  Outcomes from interactive sessions; both items are in the Reading File. More information on SCC web site: www.somerset.gov.uk/unitary/.

Standards Board for England – Copies of The Model Code of Conduct, Guide for Members May 2007 and The Code of Conduct Pocket Guide received and distributed to Councillors.
Community Council for Somerset – Rural Roadshow, “Go Green with Technology”, a series of short presentations promoting broadband for rural Somerset is at Nunney Village Hall on Tuesday, 10th July 2007 from 7pm to 9pm. Noted.
Victim Support Somerset – Request for grant for 2007-2008; 18 victims offered support in Nunney in 2006-7. Flyer “Volunteers Wanted” (for Notice Board when it is refurbished). Leaflets: Supporting Victims and Witnesses of crime in Somerset; Victim Support in Somerset; both in the Reading File. Grant refused.
SCC – Mendip Area Working Panel Agenda for 12th June 2007 and supporting documentation. Minutes for Meeting 17th April 2007 – in the Reading File.

Avon & Somerset Police Authority – Letter and leaflet Local Policing Summary 2006-2007 Somerest East (leaflet in Reading File). Overall crime is up 4%, however burglary, robbery and theft of motor vehicles is reduced. 
Allianz Cornhill – Letter accepting the claim for the attempted break at the storage shed, Old Quarry Gardens. 

SALC – Results of the postal ballot for Parish Members of the MDC Standards Committee. A Crowcombe, C Mackenzie and J Palmer were elected.

MDC – Flyer in respect of Mendip Health Walks

Mrs Lych-Staunton – Letter to Chris Davies regarding vegetation i) by the cross ii) at the Castle Hill crossroads. In hand.
MDC – Standards Committee notice of meeting Tuesday, 26th June 2007 and Agenda. Mr Mackenzie advise that he had attended.
MDC Enforcement – (by email) Complaint received of a refrigerated lorry running its unit all night 18/19 June 2007 at Nunney Catch Café.

Letter from M Miles & A Hughes – Request to cut the hedges at Byfields Cemetery. Already in hand.

Curtis Ilott – Request to install a memorial to Gordon Ball at Byfield Cemetery. Memorial to be polished black granite, 2’ 6” high  x 3” thick with an inscription in gold leaf to read: “In Loving Memory of a dear Husband and Dad Gordon Ball 18th January 2007, Aged 76 years Forever in our thoughts respected by everyone who knew him Till we meet again R.I.P.”. Approved unanimously.

Nunney & District Flower Show – Invitation to submit an entry at the flower show on 1st September in the Special XX class for groups with “A Holiday” theme – entry 30p. It was agreed that the PC will enter; ideas to be discussed at the next meeting.
9. Mendip Central & East Neighbourhood Forum 
Miss Goldsmith updated the Council on the meeting 13th June, which had discussed the Lengthman scheme – someone who would do various jobs around a number of parishes. Budget cost would be around £20,000 pa, to be funded 50:50 SCC/MDC:Parishes. The Parishes would pay a day rate for the use of the service. Coker, who are running a trial, are said to be pleased. After discussions it was decided that this is too expensive and some Members felt that the County/District council are trying to get the Parishes to pay for jobs they should be doing. Miss Goldsmith will take the Parish Councils views to the next meeting on 19th July. It was suggested that volunteer groups might be a way of getting extra jobs done, to be discussed at the next meeting.
10. Parish Notice Boards 
The large notice board was discussed at length, but no one wants it. It was suggested that it should go in the Market Place to replace the black one which Mr Mackenzie advised is difficult to refurbish. The Clerk was asked to write to Mrs Walker to see if this is acceptable.
11. Old Quarry Gardens
i) Free Parking signs. The signs proposed by Somerset Highways were discussed: there will be a replacement double-sided brown sign on the finger post at the bridge with a parking “P” – it was agreed that the Council would ask for this to be in blue; there will be a standard ‘blue’ parking sign on the wall at the Gardens. Clerk to progress. 
ii) Electricity and water. The Clerk updated members on the electricity and water installation. The issues of payment terms are being resolved. SCC has agreed to issue a letter of intent to pay to SSE Power, and SSE has agreed that this is acceptable. However, Bristol Water will only accept a purchase order, which SCC will not issue. The only way forward is for NPC to pay for the water upfront and then issue an invoice to SCC (this is acceptable to them); this was agreed. Concerns were raised over the ongoing costs of electricity and water; after discussions the Clerk was asked to write to the NCA to see if they would be prepared to share the monthly costs.
iii) Terms and Conditions. Mr Davies will provide some dates to the Clerk and Mr Mackenzie. 

iv) Usage. Concerns were raised that children are not being allowed to play at the Gardens and this was discussed at length. It was confirmed that management of the Gardens is the Parish Council’s responsibility; it was agreed that that a feasibility proposal will be put together for multi-use of the area.
12. Byfields Cemetery
i) Removal of spoil and rubbish and tidying up. The Clerk continues to investigate ways of removing the spoil. It was agreed that volunteers will be sought for tidying up. 
ii) Replanting plan. Date being arranged with Jeff Smith and Bo Walsh (Mendip’s tree Officer) to look at this.
13. Parish Plan 
Miss Goldsmith and Mr Davies have drafted a letter to go to the other associations regarding volunteers for the Steering Group, but timing is now an issue due to holidays, accordingly the letter will be sent in early September. The questionnaire will be the responsibility of the Steering Group when it is set up. 

14. Parish Website and email
Carried forward to next meeting.
15. Playground Refurbishment
The playground was discussed at length and it was agreed that it must be refurbished/replaced and this would not be affected by the Parish Plan. The Chairman asked for volunteers for a sub-committee to look at the brochures and take a view on what might be practical; Clive Mackenzie, Chris Davies and David McDonnell agreed and the sub-committee will meet on 26th July at 7.30pm at the Chairman’s house.
16. Youth Matters
i) Playing Field. Mr Lloyd and Mr Allom have been asking around to no avail. The field at the back of the Old Police House is flat; it belongs to the Diocese of Bath and Wells and Rev Hodder has been asked to investigate if it might be available. 
Clive Mackenzie gave his apologies and left the meeting.

Clerk to draft an appeal for the Postlebury News to see if there is any suitable land to lease or buy.
17. Finance
i) Accounts for Payment:
Cheque 821 – £  93.60
Paul Sandy (Caretaking June 2007)
Cheque 822 – £615.00
J & A Brown (grass cutting for May)

Cheque 823 – £394.31     
Beverley Palmer (Clerks Salary May 2007 £274.36 and expenses £119.95)

Cheque 824 – £311.34
Inland Revenue (Income tax for Clerk £232.14 and Caretaker £79.20 for Apr/May/June 2007)

Cheque 825 – £    6.67
Mendip Housing (hire of hall May)

vi) 
Receipts:

£  67.81
Bank interest for May 2007 
18. Reports 
i) Footpaths 
A tree is down by the Castle footbridge, Clerk to investigate and arrange clearance. Mr Lloyd advised that the dipping place at Horn Street has been tidied.
ii) Playground – see Item 15.
19. Reports
i) SALC – nil.
ii) Village Hall – Mrs Capstick-Dale advised that she is not able to continue as representative. It was agreed that this would be covered by other Councillors who are also on the hall committee.
iii) Nunney School – Delivery of the pre-school building is delayed to 16th July, it is still expected to be ready for the start of term. The life expectation of the old pre-fabricated buildings has been extended to 2013.
20. Items for Next Meeting 

Voluntary groups – Old Quarry Gardens, burial ground, litter picking.
Old Quarry Gardens – multi-use feasibility, facilities.
Village directions/amenities map.
Blind House – condition and repair.
21. Dates of Next Meeting

Monday 6th August 2007 at 7.30pm.
The meeting concluded at 9.35 pm.
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