NUNNEY PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Dallimore Mead, Monday, 2 October 2006 at 7.30pm.

Present: 
Mr F R LeStrange (Chairman); Mesdames C Pomeroy, P Smith; Messrs C Davies, J Gaunt, F Hayden, P Mann, C Mackenzie.
In attendance: Ms B Palmer (Clerk); Cllr Anne Page.
1. Declarations of Interest – Mr Hayden declared a personal interest for Item 7.
2. Apologies for absence – Mesdames S Capstick-Dale, C Goldsmith; Mr R Masters.
3. Minutes of the Meeting 4 September 2006
Unanimously accepted as a true record; proposed, Mr Davies, seconded Mrs Smith.
4. Matters arising therefrom – None. 
5. Clerk’s Report
i) Burial Ground Layout – After speaking to Rev Hodder the Clerk has written to Mr & Mrs Sadler.
ii) Travel to School Scheme, Ridgeway Lane – The Clerk emailed Matthew Warden (copied to Cllr Cawood) at SCC regarding their refusal to proceed with this scheme and asking for advice on the way forward.  Cllr Cawood has since met with Mr Warden and is now seeking to meet with NPC. It was agreed that Mrs Pomeroy and Mr Mann would meet her at the site; Clerk to advise Cllr Cawood.
iii) Castle Hill Quarry
a) The Clerk has spoken with Frome Town and Cheddar Parish Councils regarding hire of their outdoor spaces. Neither current charge for hire of the parks, but felt that it would be reasonable to allow community/charity events for free, and to charge for those that are private/commercial. 

b) The Clerk has circulated draft Terms & Conditions of Hire, Booking Form and Risk Assessment Form for discussion – these are based on those used by Frome Town Council for the outdoor areas.
c) FTC has obtained a Premises Licence for Victoria Park so hirers do not need to obtain Temporary Event Notices.  This costs £100.00 for the initial application, plus the cost of advertising the application in the local press (around £250); the annual renewal fee is £70.00. 

d) FTC and CPC report that noise is the major cause of complaints related to outdoor events and a guidance sheet (from MDC) was enclosed with the Agenda.
e) Closure to the public for events: unless there is any specific stipulation to the contrary i.e. only allowed to restrict access for x days per year, a notice can be displayed explaining that the Quarry is available for hire and that on these occasions it may be closed to the public and a notice displayed to that effect x days before the closure. No information about closing the right of way yet, as the footpath warden is on holiday. It was agreed that the footpath would not be a problem.
f) Opening. The Caretaker has indicated that he would be interested in taking on some of the locking and unlocking; cover required for holidays and days off.
iv) Dog waste bins – Location and cost estimate list based on views from the last meeting has been circulated to Councillors. To be discussed at a later date.
v) Parish Council meetings for 2007 – Agreed.
vi) Clerk – Miss Goldsmith will deputise while the Clerk is on holiday.
6. 
Correspondence: 

Letter from Mr G Ebdon – Confirmation of hedge trimming at Ridgeway Lane.

MDC – The Household Extension Design Guide has been updated (revised draft March 2006). This is given to planning applicants to assist them with their proposal and was copied to Councillors for comment. The consensus was of a clear and helpful document; Clerk to complete feedback questionnaire.
MDC – Letter from Electoral Services Manager advising that he is available to talk to the council regarding reforms due to come into force before the local district and parish elections in May 2007.
MDC – Notice of street cleaning schedule for Nunney during w/c 13-11-06, with a request to distribute advance notices to households. No action, the information is too vague. 

Allianz Cornhill – Confirmation of Public Liability cover for Castle Hill Quarry, subject to regular inspection and maintenance and keeping of said records.

Letter from Mrs Bullus – Raising concerns at the erection of shed at the Dipping Place. The Chairman will speak to her.
Email from Francis Hayden for the Acoustic Café – Requesting use of CHQ for events over the week 18 to 24 June 2007 – to include Acoustic Café concerts (on several days), Nunney Players and Gardens Open Day (on 24th). See Item 7.
Avon and Somerset Police – Community Contact Vehicle will be in Nunney Market Place on 12 October 2006, 10.15-10.45; notice board updated.

Email from Brian Higgs – Request for information about problems resulting landfill traffic through Nunney (Asda to golf course). Mr Davies agreed to talk to Mr Higgs.
Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance – Appeal for contributions. No action.
7. Castle Hill Quarry
i) Terms and Conditions, Booking Form and Risk Assessment: It was agreed that a sub-committee would meet to discuss the details – to comprise Mr Davies, Mr Mann, Mr Hayden and the Clerk.
ii) Requests for hire (2). It was agreed that these could not be progressed until the above issues are resolved.   
iii) Electricity and water. The Chairman has submitted an application to SALF for funds – outcome awaited. 
iv) Opening. The Caretaker will take on additional duties of unlocking and locking the gates on weekdays; it was agreed that his remuneration would be adjusted accordingly. Opening date confirmed as 1-11-06 and it was agreed that winter hours would be 8am to 4.30pm (summer hours TBC). Clerk to produce a temporary notice (A4 laminated) to be displayed on the gates.
8. Precept 2007-2008
The draft precept was discussed and it was agreed that an increase would be required; the Clerk was asked to produce a further draft based on an increase of 5%.
9. Parish Plan and Web Site

i) Mr Davies outlined the content of the discussion paper circulated at the last meeting. The Clerk to ask Katy Calvert, Community Council for Somerset, to speak to the next Parish Council meeting. 
ii) Concerns were raised that Nunney still does not have a web site. Mr Mackenzie to speak to Mr Masters regarding progress; if necessary an advertisement to be placed in the Parish magazine for someone to help. Mr Davies offered to see if his students would be interested in helping with development.
10. Traffic Matters 
i) Mr Mann reported that Speed Watch training had been undertaken and several suitable sites for the safe monitoring of traffic were identified; Mrs Liz Galbraith is the coordinator for the team. Speed guns are now only available from a pool held at Frome police station; the Clerk to see if one can be borrowed from Trudoxhill, but if this is not possible it was agreed that the Council would consider purchasing one.

ii) Speed Visor – SCC have confirmed that they will install the visor on the outward direction; Chairman is to meet with SCC to agree the location.
11. Youth Matters 
The provision of cricket/football pitches was discussed.
12. Playground
Mr Mackenzie advised that a meeting had been held with a supplier of wooden play equipment and a quotation was being prepared. 
13.  Finance
i) Bank signatories – Councillors signed a further letter and bank form, the previous ones having been damaged.
ii) Accounts for Payment: 
Cheque 758 – £   675.52
J & A Brown (grass cutting) 
Cheque 759 – £     46.80
Paul Sandy (Caretaking Sept 2006)

Cheque 760 – £       8.42
Mendip Housing (hire of hall for July)

Cheque 761 – £   352.30
Beverley Palmer (Clerk’s salary for Sept £264.68 and expenses £87.62)
Cheque 762 – £   256.95
Inland Revenue (tax for Clerk £223.95 and Caretaker £33.00 July-Sept)

Cheque 763 – £     18.16
Bristol Water plc (water to burial ground)

Cheque 764 – £       9.20 
Community Council for Somerset (Thatch Autumn edition)

Cheque 765 – £     92.45
Mr F LeStrange (reimbursement for materials purchased for CHQ)

iii) Receipts:

£     38.99
Bank interest for Aug 2006
£   334.00
Wm Adlam & Son (re Mould and Herridge)

£2,000.00
Nunney Community Association

£   182.00
Mr & Mrs R Sadler (Exclusive Rights)

14. Reports 
i) Planning 

Applications:
MDC – Ref 108068/003PG29 Application for felling of 4 x ash trees and 1 x sycamore in a conservation area at 5 Church Street for Mr & Mrs Golby. No objections.

MDC – Ref 114387/002PG29 Application for felling of 3 x ash, 1 x Acer, 1 x sweet chestnut, 1 x conifer, 1 x silver birch and coppicing of hazel in a conservation area at Penny’s Mill, Horn Street for Mr & Mrs Davis. No objections.

MDC – 
Ref 101808/006 Planning application for refurbishment and extension of detached house and conversion of garage to studio at Hillmarton, Ridgeway Lane for Mr McGee. No objections.

MDC – Ref 119433/000 Planning application for single storey rear extension at 10 Sunnyhill for Miss C Goldsmith. No objections.

Approvals:

MDC – Ref 119310/000 Removal of existing lean tos and erection of extension including new boundary wall at 27 Horn Street for Mrs S Capstick –Dale.

MDC – 
Ref 119349/000 Planning approval for two storey side extension at Oakford, Frome Road, Nunney for Mr & Mrs Higgins.

MDC – Ref 108157/001PG29 No objections to the felling of Leylandii trees in a conservation area at Sunny bank, High Street for Mr S Thomas. 

ii) Footpaths – Works for the footpath clearance grant has been completed at Dallimore Lane, the brook and Castle Hill to Whatley Road.
iii) 
Playground – see Item 12.
15. Reports from Representatives

i)
SALC – nil.

ii)
Village Hall – Repairs to the Village Hall roof are now complete. 
iii)
Nunney School – a new prefabricated building is to be delivered shortly, which will replace the old portacabin.  
16. Items for Next Meeting – Caretaker’s duties – risk assessment.
17. Date of Next Meeting

Monday, 6 November 2006 at 7.30 p.m.  

The meeting concluded at 9.25 pm. 
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