NUNNEY PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Dallimore Mead, Monday, 3 April 2006 at 7.30pm.
Present: 
Mr F R LeStrange (Chairman); Mesdames C Goldsmith, C Pomeroy, P Smith; 
Messrs J Gaunt P Mann, R Masters, 
In attendance: Ms B Palmer (Clerk).

Councillor G Carwood present for Agenda Items 3 to 5.
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming members of the public and informed them that they would have an opportunity to speak during Agenda Item 3.  

1. Declarations of Interest – None
2. Apologies for absence – Messrs. D Bird, C Davies, C Hillier, C Mackenzie.
3. Community Shelter

Two additional letters from Parishioners were passed to Councillors, making a total of ten received expressing concerns about a youth shelter being located at “old bus stop” opposite Nunney School; residents expressed concern about noise, litter and unruly behaviour, which they stated are already a problem. These views were reiterated by the members of the public present additional concerns were expressed about the nearness to the school. The idea of a youth shelter was not dismissed, but it was felt that the location needed more thought.
Councillor Cawood spoke briefly about successful projects in Coleford and Stoke St Michael and said that to be successful they had the support of the locals and had taken into account what the young people had wanted. 
The Chairman read a letter from the Village Hall Committee; it is possible that the Tuesday evening youth club could be extended, but this would need more trained youth leaders, of which there is a general shortage, and in particular there is a lack of local volunteers. He extended an invitation to interested parties to attend their next meeting on 10 April 2006 (7.30pm) when “Youth Matters” had been placed on the agenda. 
The Chairman stated that the Parish Council have not yet discussed the provision of a youth shelter and as such have not committed to anything.  To be discussed further at the next meeting.
4. Minutes of the Meeting 6 March 2006
Unanimously accepted as a true record; proposed Mrs Pomeroy seconded Miss Goldsmith.
5. Matters arising therefrom 
Dog fouling remains a concern in the village. A letter received from DEFRA, “Getting to Grips with Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005”, indicates that Parish Councils can issue fixed penalty notices to offenders, but after discussions the Council agreed this was not a route they wished to take. It was suggested that anyone wishing to complain do so formally in writing to the Clerk (who could then write to the dog owner – if known). 
6. Items from previous meeting

iii) 
3 Market Place – see Clerk’s Report
7. Clerk’s Report –
i) 3 Market Place – No reply received (at date of issuing Agenda) regarding retrospective planning letter sent to MDC asking about status 7-3-06 (copied to Councillor Page); the Clerk also spoke to Cllr Page on the telephone. Since the Agendas were issued the Clerk had spoken in detail to MDC Planning and been referred to the Enforcement Team – update awaited.

ii) The Dipping Place – no response to letter regarding repairs to wall at date. 

iii) Sculpture Park – The Clerk now has the contact details for the several artists who would like to be involved in this project. Presentation of ideas at June meeting – agreed.

iv) Speed Watch – Three volunteers at date; no reply from Inspector Cox re provision of equipment. The Clerk said she would chase the new Inspector (Williams).

v) Dallimore Mead replacement bench – Updated cost for Countryside seat in brown is £356.73, plus fixing bolts at £12.12 (exc of VAT). If approved this will be ordered straight away.

vi) Playground – Catalogues received from Sovereign and Wicksteed; Sovereign has telephoned offering a free planning and costing service. 
8. Parish Plan
Carried forward to next meeting – councillors to provide feed back on the papers provided at the March meeting. 
9. Finance
i) 
Accounts for payment:
Cheque 726 – £  25.00 
Community Council for Somerset (subscription 2006-2007)

Cheque 727 – £164.50
SALC (affiliation fee 2006-2007)

Cheque 728 – £  14.87 
Mendip Housing (hire of hall Feb & March 2006)

Cheque 729 – £102.86
Fred Le Strange (expenses for 2005-2006) 

Cheque 730 – £250.67
Beverley Palmer (salary March 2006 £231.80, expenses £18.87)

Cheque 731 – £  65.38
Inland Revenue – tax for Clerk’s salary March 2006 

Cheque 732 – £433.40
Glasdon Manufacturing Ltd (bench at Dallimore Mead)

ii) 
Receipts:

Somerset County Council – £277.08 (balance of footpath grant for Castle Hill Quarry)
i) Actual v Budget 2005-6 – The Clerk circulated actual versus budget statements for the financial year ended 31-3-2006 and explained the figures. Full sets of financial statements will be provided once March bank statements are received.

ii) It was noted that although the Parish Council had not increased the precept for 2006-2007 that a “Special Expenses” charge had been levied. The Chairman explained that this was to cover the costs of the Closed Churchyard. 
10. Correspondence:
i) Nunney WI  (Castle Hill Quarry) – Letter received offering to purchase and plant a Crab Apple tree (or other) at the Quarry to mark the 90th Anniversary of the WI in 2005; if the offer is accepted they would like to mark the donation with a small plaque. Unanimously agreed, Clerk to write to WI accepting.

ii) SCC – Letter regarding regular bi-monthly meetings with Parishes, the first will be held 4 May 2006 at 6.30pm at Haynes Motor Museum, Sparkford, with the opportunity to send a representative from Nunney Parish Council. No interest expressed.

iii) Moore Stephens – Annual Audit notice and forms for year ended 31-3-06. Noted, Clerk to deal with this.

iv) Letters (eight) of protest from Parishioners regarding Community Shelter – copied to each Councillor with their Agenda packs.

11. Traffic Matters
i) Speed Watch. See Clerk’s report.
ii) Slow Down signs – carried forward to next meeting. 
iii) Road from Whatley to Mells. This is outside Parish boundary; however the Chairman offered to make an informal call to see when markings are due for renewal.
12.
Dallimore Mead – replacement seat 
Approval was given to purchase the seat at a cost of £433.40; proposed Miss Goldsmith, seconded Mrs Smith. The Clerk will raise the paperwork.
13. Playground Development
i) The Clerk advised that she had a number of brochures from equipment suppliers; the representative from Wicksteed was going to be in the area on 5 April and could give an informal idea of development costs. [Post meeting note: This did not happen as no one was available to meet them.] After some discussions it was agreed to postpone discussions until after the annual Audit (due in June).

ii) Skateboard Park. Discussions took place regarding skateboard park, to be discussed further. Clerk to contact Councillor Cawood to see if funding might be available from SCC.

14. 
Gratuity for Barry White

In recognition of Mr White’s service as Clerk until his retirement last June, the Council resolves to pay the maximum lump sum gratuity in lieu of pension. The Clerk is to consult with SALC to establish the amount payable. 
15. 
Reports 

i) Planning
a) MDC Application 106180/010 – Extension of existing workshop to create wheel/tyre store with welfare facilities above at Waterloo Yard, Holwell for D Chubb.  No objections.
ii) Footpaths – Nil report. 

iii) Playground – nil.
16.
Reports from Representatives
i)
SALC – nil.
ii)
Village Hall – nil.
iii)
Nunney School – nil report. 

17. Items for next Meeting 
i) 
Listing of the brick arches

ii) 
Rubbish on old slip road and Green Pitts Lane – the Clerk will contact MDC to ask for this to be cleaned up. 

18.
Date of Next Meeting
Tuesday, 2 May 2006 at 7.30 p.m.  
NOTICE OF: 

Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday, 2 May 2006 at 7.00pm.
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on Tuesday, 2 May 2006 at 7.15pm
The meeting concluded at 9.30pm
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