NUNNEY PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Dallimore Mead, Monday, 3rd September 2007 at 7.30.

Present: 
Miss C Goldsmith (Chairman); Madam P Bullard; Messrs A Allom, C Davies, J Gaunt, K Lloyd, C Mackenzie, D McDonnell.

1. Apologies for absence  – Mrs S Capstick-Dale. Not present: Messrs F Hayden, R Masters
2. Declarations of Interest – Mr A Allom re planning application Ridgeway Lane
3. Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 6th August 2007 
Approved as a true record; proposed C Mackenzie seconded A Allom.
4. Matters arising therefrom
Agreed that Castle Street would be included as part of the clearing up day on 22nd September 2007. 
5. Clerks Report – noted
Register of Members’ Interests – Form returned for Mr McDonnell. Email from MDC asking for forms for Messrs Hayden and Davies – Clerk emailed Councillors with a reminder. Mr Davies reminded at Council meeting. 
Free Parking Signs – In place.

Insurance Claims – Door to storage shed: Repair not yet done; Fred LeStrange is contacting Bodyline (no longer trading at Nunney Catch). Frog Bin: Allianz have approved the claim; bin can be ordered, to be delivered to Mr Mackenzie for installation. Letter received from Mrs B Smith regarding the missing rubbish bin by the play area. Agreed a new bin should be purchased. Mr Mackenzie will install. 
J & A Brown – Mr Brown will carry out hedge trimming and tree pruning at Byfields from mid-September. Clerk has given verbal confirmation that we will be participating in footpath clearance again this year – footpaths confirmed. See Item17. Work to be carried by end October. 

Litter Picking – See notes below under Item 9.
Old Quarry Gardens 
i) Electricity – NCA response awaited regarding sharing of ongoing costs. Fred LeStrange coordinating SALSF works.
ii) Water – Cheque sent to Bristol Water and receipt received. Fred LeStrange coordinating SALSF works.

iii) SALSF – Update sent to SCC as required for grant conditions.

iv) Sign for Gate – Ready, with Fred LeStrange for installation.

v) Use by Mrs Hewitt on 18th August. Clerk tried to contact Mrs Hewitt; she eventually called on 18th to say they didn’t want it after all.

vi) Standard Terms and Conditions – ongoing.
Byfields Cemetery 

i) Spoil cleared by LR Baber.
ii) Replanting: Plan from Jeff Smith received and approved. Agreement to cost estimate. 
Notice Board – No reply received from Mrs Walker regarding permission to replace the notice board in the Market Place. Further contact to be made. 
Somerset Highways – Letter sent regarding priority at the junction of Ridgeway Lane and Old Road; they accept the PCs reasoning and the junction will stay as it is.

Holidays – Clerk is on holiday 29th August to 16th September (20hrs).
6. Correspondence – noted.
South West Regional Assembly – Public Consultation: Review of additional pitch requirements for Gypsies and Travellers in the South West. Mendip area is required to provide an additional 49 residential and 30 transit pitches to 2001. 
MDC Area Working Team (by email) – New dates for meetings (31-7-07); updated 17-8-07 – copied to Councillors with this Agenda.

Gloria Cawood (by email) – Up date on Foot and Mouth (circulated to Councillors).

SCC – One Council for Somerset: Confirmation that the bid for unitary status had not been successful. Reasons for the decision are available on line at: www.communities.gov.uk/pub/47/DecisionletterSomersetCountyCouncil_id1512047.pdf.

MDC Rights of Way Network Management – See Item 17 ii Footpaths.

MDC Central Mendip Community Partnership – Agenda for Meeting 28th August 2007 at 6.30pm in Wells Town Hall, extract from MDC Constitution, Minutes of the Meeting 20 March 2007, supporting documentation re Item 9; all documents in September Reading File. 

SCC Community Directorate – Tour of Britain Cycle Race, Tuesday 11th September 2007, Yeovilton to Exmoor return via Taunton, leaflet in Reading File.

MDC – Request for information on Rural Retail Businesses ad they are mapping them for a project in conjunction with Somerset Chamber of Commerce. (Clerk to complete?)

MDC – Request for Declaration of Interest forms for Chris Davies and Francis Hayden. (3 months overdue).

David Heath MP – Schedule of constituency visits; Nunney on 12th September at 3.20pm in the Market Place, flyer on notice board.

Community Council for Somerset – Notice of Annual General Meeting on Tuesday, 11th September 2007 at 7.30pm at Edington Village Hall. Replies by 5-9-07; Minutes for AGM 19-9-06 in Reading File.

Letter from Mark Cousins re CPSO steering group. Mr Allom will attend 18th September 2007 meeting at Frome Police Station. Agreed Parish Council will fund hire of village hall for next meeting. 
7. Old Quarry Gardens
i) Directions/Amenity Map. Mr Hayden not at meeting so put over to next meeting. 
ii) Miss Goldsmith reported that two meetings were held at the Old Quarry Gardens on Sunday 2nd September 2007 arranged by Jeff Smith. A number of volunteer days have been agreed, on the second Sunday of October, November, January, February and March with a view to holding a further St George’s Day event at the quarry. Miss Goldsmith attending the first meeting on Sunday and advised those present that the Parish Council has responsibility for the quarry as leaseholder and any coordination of work at the quarry would need to come under the auspices of the Parish Council. Miss Goldsmith reported that there is a bank account currently held by the Nunney and District Flower Show Committee with some funds for work and planting at the quarry. 
8. Byfields Cemetery

i) Replanting plan. Provided by Jeff Smith and approved together with cost estimate. 
9. Litter Picking
Confirmed will take place on 22nd September 2007 from 10.00am until 12.00 noon. Miss Goldsmith reported that MDC will provide 5 sets of equipment. Mr Allom will do litter picking along Ridgeway. Miss Goldsmith reported that MDC will remove rubbish. Mr Mackenzie offered to remove bags of rubbish if required.
10. Blind House 
Messrs Davies and Mackenzie to visit the Blind House and consider what work may be required. 
11. Allotments – Water Supply
A cost estimate for water installation and the ongoing cost of water supply is required before any decision can be taken on whether to move this project forward. 
12. Dog Waste Bins
It was agreed that two additional dog waste bins would be supplied in the area around the village hall provided there is no additional cost involved in emptying them. 
13. Parish Plan 
The next Parish Plan meeting will take place on Tuesday 18th September 2007 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Leaflets are being delivered to every household in the village.
14. Parish Website and email
Mr Masters was not present at the meeting so no further progress reported. 
15. Recreational facilities
i) Playground Refurbishment Plans. Nunney Youth Community Project to provide a presentation to the Parish Plan meeting on 18th September 2007 and a further presentation to the next Parish Council meeting which in consequence will start at 7.00pm. 
ii) Miss Goldsmith reported that she had met with Messrs Lestrange and Smith concerning a play area for the children at Old Quarry Gardens and a proposed site for a play area has been identified together with an estimate for the cost of fencing the area - £630 plus VAT. It was agreed that this should go forward and be included in a bid for funding to the Big Lottery which needs to be completed before December 2007. To be discussed further at the next meeting. 
iii) Playing Field. Mr Lloyd reported that the glebe land fields in the village will not be released for recreation purposes. Agreed that Miss Goldsmith and Mr Davies would contact Mr Open again with regard to the field next to Byfields Cemetery as a possible site for a playing field.  
16. Finance
Clerk transferred £1,750.00 to the current account on 6th August.
i) Accounts for Payment (and any others presented prior to this Meeting):

Cheque 833 – £  93.60
Paul Sandy (Caretaking August 2007)

Cheque 834 – £615.00
J & A Brown (grass cutting for July)
Cheque 835 – £  15.66
Bristol Water (water for cemetery 2/2/07 to 1/8/07)
Cheque 836 – £313.59  
Beverley Palmer (Clerks Salary August 2007 £274.36 and expenses £39.23)
Cheque 837 – £    9.28 
Mendip Housing (Hire of hall July 2007)
ii) Receipts:

£  68.55   
Bank interest for July

£120.00
MDC footpath grant for 2007-8
17. Reports 
i) Planning 
Applications: 
MDC – Ref 071574/002PG29 Proposed pruning of a horse chestnut tree in a Conservation Area at 8 Horn Street for Mrs J Lankester. No objections.
MDC – Ref 119976/000 Change of use from agricultural to equestrian and erection of stables, creation of ménage and access at a field off Ridgeway Lane for Mr & Mrs Russell Sadler. No objections save that it should be a condition of approval that no caravans or overnight parking should be permitted. 
MDC – Ref 114387/003PG29 Proposed pruning of a Robina tree, Pennys Mill. No objections. 

Approvals:
(Draft by email: MDC Ref 100077/004 Use of redundant farm buildings for marquee storage, siting of timber lodge as office and access alterations at Castle Hill Farm for South West Marquees Ltd. Approved with conditions: restrictions on operating hours and maintenance of the landscape design.)
ii) Footpaths 
£120 received to spend on footpath maintenance. Proposed paths: FR12/3, FR12/9, FR12/14 and FR12/45.
iii) Playground 
Weekly inspection forms passed to Mr Mackenzie to complete. Messrs Davies and Mackenzie to produce and put up signs advising that work to the playground area is under consideration. 

18. Reports
i) SALC – Papers for AGM passed to Mr Lloyd
ii) Village Hall – Mr Davies reported that the village hall needs to raise around £7,000 for required maintenance work including replacement windows. Various events are being organised including a Take Art production on 15th September – Gonzo Moose. 
iii) Nunney School – Mr Lloyd reported that the school opens for the new term on 4th September 2007 and the Pre-School is now up and running. 
19. Items for Next Meeting – None.
20. Dates of Next Meeting

Monday 1st October 2007 at 7.00pm.
The meeting concluded at 9.00pm
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