NUNNEY PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Dallimore Mead, Monday, 7 August 2006 at 7.30pm.

Present: 
Mr F R LeStrange (Chairman); Mesdames S Capstick-Dale, C Goldsmith, P Smith; Messrs C Davies; J Gaunt; F Hayden, C Mackenzie, P Mann.
In attendance: Ms B Palmer (Clerk); County Councillor G Carwood; District Councillor A Page.
Also present: Members of the public (1)
The Chairman invited Councillor Carwood to speak. Money has been “returned” to the SALF and is available for reallocation. Cllr Carwood left at 8.40pm.

The Chairman invited Councillor Page to speak. She urged Councillors to attend the next meeting of the East Mendip Forum (which replaces the Frome Area Board) on 5-9-06, which will include an update on the new hospital and discuss options for the showfield.  Cllr Page left at 8.45pm.
1. Appointment of New Councillors

The Chairman welcomed Mrs Capstick-Dale and Mr Hayden to the Council and invited them to sign the Acceptance of Office, which was done.

2. Declarations of Interest – Mr Hayden declared a personal interest for Item 8 Correspondence. Mrs Capstick-Dale declared a prejudicial interest under Item 14 Planning.
3. Apologies for absence – Mr R Masters, Mrs C Pomeroy.
4. Minutes of the Meeting 3 July 2006
Unanimously accepted as a true record; proposed, Mr Mackenzie, seconded Miss Goldsmith.
5. Matters arising therefrom - Charter 88, the Clerk reported that this appears to be a political lobby group – no action. The Dipping Place – the Clerk advised that no response had been received from the owner of 8 Church Street.
6. Caretaker 
Paul Sandy has been appointed and has already started work. The Chairman countersigned the Caretakers’ Contract of Employment.
7. Clerk’s Report
i) 
Caretaker – The new Caretaker took up position on 17 July 2006. He has been provided with litter bags, a litter picker and work gloves and an induction conducted; a risk assessment has still to be conducted. 

ii) Bench at Dallimore Mead – The Clerk has been contacted by MDC, who have in turn been contacted by a resident at Dallimore Mead asking when this bench is to be replaced, MDC were enquiring who is responsible for the bench. The Clerk advised that this belongs to NPC and that a replacement had already been purchased and is awaiting installation. Mr Mackenzie advised that he hopes to get this done by the end of September.
iii) Annual Accounts 2005-2006 Notice of Closure of Audit displayed.

iv) Assets Register – Valuation requested from Somerset Smithy for the burial ground gates. 

v) Somerset Highways – The Clerk reported the poor visibility at Bull Green cross roads to SCC – it is now cut.

vi) MDC – Clerk contacted the footpath warden and notified poor signage on the footpath from Dallimore Lane to Ridgeway – no response at date.

vii) Traffic Matters:


Speed Watch: there are now seven volunteers and the Clerk has some training from SCC which will be circulated and the most popular date chosen.


Slow Down signs: Speed Visor was installed on Frome Road from 31 July 2006 to 4 August; notice of the installation was circulated to Councillors in advance. 

viii) Contact List – Councillors contact details have been updated and circulated to all PC members, also displayed on the PC Notice Board. Councillors confirmed their details as correct; Clerk to update MDC.
ix) Rode Skateboard Facility – The Clerk has at last made contact with the Secretary for the Playground Committee at Rode. The skateboard facility is used a lot; however she was unable to give any guidance on its original cost. However, they are having increasing problems with noise and unwanted meetings of youths (not necessarily local) in the area and as a result are having to install (lockable) gates. The Meeting was advised that noise reduction is possible – but costly.
8. Correspondence: 

English Heritage – Acknowledgement of application for listing of brick aches received.

James Long (Masons) Ltd – Application to add an inscription to the headstone of Leslie Herridge, to read: “Also a dear wife and mother Madge Eileen Beatrice Herridge, died June 10th 2006 aged 90 years”. Unanimously approved.
Moore Stephens – Letter confirming completion of audit (approved), subject to revised layout for bank reconciliation next year and confirmation that no supporting documentation need to be supplied. Clerk will action at next audit.
Marianne Marrs – Copy of letter to MDC regarding stiles on the circular walk from Nunney via Nunney Brook returning via Fulwell Lane. These stiles are difficult for her husband to climb and she is asking for them to be fitted with a second step and grab handles or to be replaced with kissing gates. Clerk to discuss with MDC.
MDC Street and Landscape Services (by email) – Dog Waste and Litter Bin Policy. Change to type of bin  to Retriever 50/60 litre, and reduction in cost of emptying (now free). Discussions took place regarding provision of bins in the playground and at the castle. The Clerk advised that MDC are reluctant to commit to emptying the Retriever 35l bin (they say it’s too small) in Castle Hill Quarry, but she will pursue this and also to establish if MDC will empty any bins installed in the future if they are suitable in size and location. 
Avon and Somerset Police (by email) – Community Police Vehicle will be at Nunney Catch on Tuesday, 22 August 2006 1300-1400hrs. Notice displayed in Market Place.

Community Council for Somerset, Social Audit – Stakeholder questionnaire for period         1-4-05 to 31-3-06. No response.
Mendip Online (by email) – Community website is being set up, which can include Nunney Parish Council details; a copy of email and print out of an example page is in the Reading File. 
MDC, Reporting a Problem on a Right of Way – Leaflet with contact information has been copied to all Councillors.

Mells Parish Council, Planning Issues of Concern to Eastern Mendip Parish Councils – Notice of Parish Councils Forum to be hosted by MDC, Shepton Mallet on 6 September 2006 at 7pm. Councillors were asked to let the Clerk know if they want to attend as a response is needed by 30-8-06; Councillor Page encouraged Councillors to attend.
Letter from Keren Hayden – Request to use Castle Hill Quarry for a 40th birthday party on 23 Sept 2006. Discussions took place; it was agreed that this is a communal space for use by all and accordingly use should be free (donations accepted)  It was unanimously agreed to grant this request, with the proviso that for safety reasons no glass or china should be taken into the Quarry. The Clerk reminded the meeting that Public Liability insurance has yet to be approved by the insurance company.
Letter from L F Brown – Complaint regarding overhanging shrubs on Ridgeway Lane from the Old Surgery to the new house in the old orchard. It was agreed that the Council should write to the land owners responsible; if it is not cleared then Somerset Highways can be contacted –they will recharge the clearance to the land owners. 
9. Traffic Matters – as Clerk’s Report.
10. Youth Matters – nil report.
11. Playground
i) 
ROSPA Report for 2006 was circulated prior to the meeting. Although the overall report acceptable, deterioration was noted from last year. It was agreed a strategic plan is needed to bring together the playground development and the provision of youth facilities. A sub-committee was suggested and agreed; Miss Goldsmith and Mr Davies volunteered. 
12. Twinning Association
Mr Mann advised that twinning was being pursued but as yet there was nothing to report.

13. Finance
Accounts for Payment:

Cheque 748 – £141.00
Moore Stephens (Audit 2005-2006)  

Cheque 749 – £675.52
J & A Brown (grass cutting) 

Cheque 750 – £  70.50
Playsafety Ltd (Annual playground safety inspection)  


Cheque 751 – £  23.40
Paul Sandy (Caretaking 17-31 July 2006)

Cheque 752 – £    8.42    
Mendip Housing

Cheque 753 – £323.55   
Beverley Palmer (Clerk’s salary for July £264.68 and expenses £58.88)

Receipts:

£43.95
Bank interest June 2006

£30.00 
James Long (Masons) Ltd (additional inscription for Herridge)

Mrs Capstick-Dale and Mr Hayden confirmed that they are prepared to be signatories to the bank accounts. The Clerk will bring the paperwork for approval at the next meeting.
14. Reports 
i) Planning 

Applications: 
MDC – Ref 119274/000 Planning application for the erection of stables and tack room, creation of new access and change of use from agricultural to private equestrian at Pond Field, Ridgeway Lane for N P Marsh. No objections.
MDC – Ref 112433/013PG29 Application for permission to fell an ash tree in a conservation area at Rockfield House, Horn Street for Mr & Mrs Pomeroy. No objections. 
MDC – Ref 119349/000 Planning application for two storey side extension at Oakford, Frome Road, Nunney for Mr & Mrs Higgins. No objections.
Mrs Capstick-Dale left the room.

MDC – Ref 119310/000 Planning application for the removal of existing lean tos and erection of extension including new boundary wall at 27 Horn Street for Mrs S Capstick –Dale. No objections.
Mrs Capstick-Dale returned.
SCC – Retrospective planning application by SCC to install barriers to the bridleway at Ridgeway. No objections.
Approved:

MDC – Ref 119197/001 Listed Building Consent for erection of single storey side extension at Clarendon Cottage, 1 Horn Street for Mr & Mrs D Scrutton; subject to conditions.
MDC – Ref 112526/002 Planning permission for removal of lean-to greenhouse and erection of new conservatory and opening to kitchen, new external door from hall and erect partitions to form new WC and utility in garage at Castlebrook House, Frome Road for Mr J Ford and Ms L Buningham

MDC – Ref 112526/003 Listed building consent for removal of lean-to greenhouse and erection of new conservatory and opening to kitchen, new external door from hall and erect partitions to form new WC and utility in garage at Castlebrook House, Frome Road for Mr J Ford and Ms L Buningham

Refused:

MDC – Ref 119197/000 Refusal of permission for erection of single storey side extension at Clarendon Cottage, 1 Horn Street for Mr & Mrs D Scrutton; refused on basis of flood risk.

ii) Footpaths – See under Correspondence
iii) Playground – Nil.
15. Reports from Representatives

i)
SALC – nil.

ii)
Village Hall – The Village Hall has been awarded £9,000 from the lottery fund to repair the roof so the money from the SALF can now be used for the audience risers.
iii)
Nunney School – The meeting was advised that Mrs Pomeroy is no longer on the Board of Governors; it was agreed that in future Mr Hayden would report on the school.
16. Items for Next Meeting

i)
Opening date and use of Castle Hill Quarry

ii) 
Parish Plan and Village Web Site

iii) Dog Waste Bins


18. 
Date of Next Meeting

Monday, 4 September 2006 at 7.30 p.m.  

The meeting concluded at 9.30pm
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