NUNNEY PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Dallimore Mead, Tuesday, 8th May 2007 at 7.30.

Present: 
Miss C Goldsmith (Chairman); Mrs S Capstick-Dale; Messrs J Gaunt, C Davies; K Lloyd.

In attendance: Ms B Palmer (Clerk).
Also present: Ms P Bullard, Mr F Hayden, Mr C Mackenzie, members of the public (2). 
1. Declarations of Interest – none.
2. Apologies for absence – none. 
3. Election of Vice-Chairman

Mrs Capstick-Dale was proposed by Mr Gaunt, seconded by Mr Lloyd, and elected unanimously.
4. Cooption of new Councillors
Four expressions of interest received to date. Mr Francis Hayden, Mr Clive Mackenzie and Mr Anthony Allom were co-opted unanimously; Mrs Pauline Bullard was co-opted by four votes to one. Mr Hayden and Mr Mackenzie, having expressed their interest in time for the Agenda to be distributed to them, duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and joined the Meeting.
5. Minutes of the Meeting 2 April  2007
Approved as a true record; proposed Mrs Capstick-Dale; seconded Mr Davies.

6. Matters arising therefrom – Nil.
7. Clerk’s Report – noted.
Allianz Cornhill – Claim form for the attempted break in at the storage building has been submitted for £230.00. 

The Old Quarry Gardens:

St George’s Day. The leaflet drop and invitations were prepared and sent out; a further planning meeting was held 12-4-07; the Clerk prepared an Agenda and produced the notes of the meeting; press release was issued. The Open Day was held 23-4-07.

Opening: Notice of opening hours laminated, with Mr LeStrange for display. 
Byfields – Penny Waste and J & A Brown contacted for quotes to remove spoil.

Speed Watch – Letter to volunteers regarding selection of a new coordinator; email to Dave Adams (PCSO) regarding support for the team, he will contact them direct. Retiring Councillors – Press release issued.

Local Elections – Only six nomination papers returned for Nunney, leaving five vacancies to be filled. 

Local Council Administration by Charles Arnold-Baker – Update needed, priced at £48.00 through SLCC. Purchase approved unanimously.
VAT – Clerk has made a claim for repayment of VAT paid in 2006-2007 – £1,195.32.

Clerk’s Salary – Increased by one scale point (20) from 1st April (rates as per 2006-7). 

Frome & District Funeral Services – Request for the interment of Arthur Cox, resident of Nunney some 20 years ago. Approved in consultation with Mr LeStrange (there is no requirement for the deceased to be resident of Nunney).

Mr Masters arrived and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

8. Correspondence: 

Allianz Cornhill – Renewal premium for 2007-2008 is £1,094.54. The Clerk has submitted proposal forms to Zurich Municipal for an alternative quotation.
SCC – Reduced price compost bins are available; leaflets to the post office.

SCC Environment Directorate – Acknowledgement of application reference 6-54 to SALSF, for the provision of electricity and water at The Old Quarry Gardens, this will be considered at the May meeting of the Board.
Caretaker – Paul Sandy is on holiday 7th May to 11th May 2007; Mr LeStrange is covering. See also Item 12. 

Berkshire Archaeological Society (by email) – A request to park a coach at Old Quarry Gardens on 30th April 2007 during a visit to the Castle was granted.
MDC Standards Committee – Agenda for the Meeting 10th April 2007.
SALC – On behalf of MDC Standards Committee nominations are sought for the three seats which are reserved for Parish Councillors. Mr Mackenzie volunteered and was duly nominated by the Council. The nomination form is to be completed and returned it to SALC by noon, 23rd May2007 (Clerk and Mr Mackenzie).

SCC Area Working Team – Letter from the Chief Executive in respect of Unitary Status, “One Somerset – One Council for Somerset – One Voice”, and leaflet, “Popular Myths and the Facts”, was copied to Councillors with the Agenda. No comments.

SCC Area Working Team – Invitation to discuss the Unitary proposals; copied to Councillors with the Agenda. The Chairman and Clerk will attend one of the sessions.

Communities and Local Government – Revised Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007, copied to Councillors with the Agenda. See Item 9 ii).
SALC – Implementation Guide for Model Code of Conduct with recommendations for changes to Standing Orders; copied to Councillors with the Agenda. See Item 9 ii).

SCC Environment Directorate – Environmental Maintenance details and dates for 2007; copied to Councillors with the Agenda.

NHS – Leaflet “Smokefree Somerset”; copied to Councillors with the Agenda.

MDC – Election notices: Statement as to Persons Nominated; Declaration of No Contest; posted as required.

SCC Environment Directorate – Public Rights of Way and Open Access Land – A Guide for Dog Owners and Walkers, copies to Councillors with the Agenda. 
SCC Area Working Team – Agenda for Mendip Area Working Panel 17th April 2007. Minutes of the Meeting 8 Feb 2007, copied to Councillors with the Agenda.

SCC Environment Directorate – Questionnaire on Highways Related Services for the year to 31-3-07. The Clerk has responded.

MDC – Assignment of official street names to currently unnamed streets in the Mendip District; letter and plan copied to Councillors with the Agenda for prior consideration. After lengthy discussions the following was agreed: 

Ref 25006210 Stony Lane to Westdown Farm Lane  – Bulls Green Road;

Ref 25006211 Westdown Farm Lane to Castle Hill – Slate Lane;

Ref 25006212 Castle Hill to Westdown Farm Lane – Castle Hill;

Ref 25006221 Holwell Hill to Horn Street (Primrose Hill being a part of Horn Street) – Holwell Lane

Ref 25006226 Church Street to Coombe Farm – Donkey Lane 

Ref 25006231 Old Road to High Street – Clerk to discuss with Mr LeStrange. Post meeting note: High Street is from the lane by 5 Market Place to just School House, Catch Road includes the School House and runs south to the Old Road. 

Ref 25004800 High Street /Market Place – Clerk to discuss with Mr LeStrange. 

Post Meeting note: Confirmed that this is Market Place. 

The Clerk was asked to discuss the recommendations with Mr LeStrange before notifying MDC. 

SCC Historic Environment Service (by email) – Request to support their SALSF grant application for funds to carry out a programme of community archaeology, including geophysical survey and excavation, leading to a free leaflet to showcase some of the prehistoric objects in the aggregate producing area of Mendip. It is expected that during the excavation survey groups and residents will have the opportunity to get involved. It was unanimously agreed to support the initiative; the Clerk to write accordingly.
MDC (by email) – Invitation to participate in Mendip in Bloom. Refer to Nunney and District Flower Show. 
The Standards Board for England – Letter regarding adoption of Model Code of Conduct; copied to Councillors for consideration in advance of Meeting. See Item 9 ii).
MDC – Guidance in respect of the new Model Code of Conduct; copied to Councillors for consideration in advance of Meeting. See Item 9 ii).
9. Issues for Councillors
i) Register of Members Interests. The new form was passed to Councillors (the draft having been circulated with the Agenda for information). All Councillors, including returning ones, need to complete it and it has to be returned to Mendip District within 28 days of signing the Declaration of Acceptance of Office (that is by 5th June 2007 for those signing at this meeting). The Clerk will return them on Councillor’s behalf if she is in receipt of them by Thursday, 31st May 2007. 

ii) Revised Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007. The Chairman explained the implications of Para 12 (2) of the new code. It was proposed that: a) the Model Code of Conduct is adopted immediately; b) amendments are made to the Standing Orders allowing both the public and Councillors who declare a prejudicial interest to speak at a Meeting, wording as recommended by SALC be adopted. Proposed Mr Mackenzie, seconded Mr Gaunt and agreed unanimously. The Clerk to progress the amendments.  

iii) Chairman and Councillors training dates. The Chairman and Clerk will attend the training course at Ruishton on 24th May; the Chairman, Mrs Capstick-Dale, Mr Gaunt, Mr Lloyd, Mr Hayden and the Clerk will attend the Councillors course in Nunney on 18th June. The Clerk will reserve places. 
iv) The Parish Councillors Guide. It was agreed to purchase two copies of this guide.  Clerk to progress.
v) Vacancies. One vacancy left to fill. 

vi) Reading File. The Clerk asked that Councillors circulate this as quickly as possible and return it to her when circulation was complete. High visibility folders were requested.
10. Old Quarry Gardens
Terms and Conditions of Hire have been outstanding for some months. Mr Davies and the Clerk to progress.

11. Byfields Cemetery
i) Subsoil and rubbish. Penny Waste have quoted £140.00 (+VAT) per load to remove subsoil, they estimate there are at least four loads, but they will not take the plastic and general waste that has accumulated on the heap. The Clerk updated the Council on the waste, which includes drinks cans and bottles and food packaging. She has obtained agreement from MDC to supply a green wheelie bin (for refuse) and a brown wheelie bin (for compostable waste at £25.00 per annum). The Clerk will discuss wheelie bins the Caretaker. Item for further discussion at the next meeting.
ii) Grant of Exclusive Rights of Burial. The new forms were approved unanimously;  Clerk to procure.
12. Caretaking (holiday cover)

The Clerk advised that Mr LeStrange was covering the Caretakers current holiday period; although he is happy to do it from time to time further support is required. Mr Gaunt, Mr Davies and Mr Lloyd agreed to act as additional cover; the Clerk will pass this information to the Caretaker.
13. Parish Plan.
Mr Davies reported a successful launch with 30 people present on the evening. A Steering Group needs to be set up and Mr Davies will be writing to the Associations in Nunney asking them to nominate a representative. A questionnaire is to be devised and a door-to-door survey undertaken to ensure an inclusive view for the village. 
14. Finance
i) £2,000.00 transferred (2-4-07) from deposit account to cover April bills.

ii) Financial statements for 2006-2007 (un-audited) passed to Councillors. The Clerk advised a +1p variance due to rounding in the spreadsheet. The Clerk reported that the required public notices for the Audit and availability of accounts are displayed. Internal audit 22nd May 2007.
iii) Bank signatories. These are required urgently; Clerk will prepare the forms for the next meeting. Banking requirements are that each new signatory must present their documentation in person at a branch. 
iv) Cheque 799 cancelled – raised for wrong amount; cheque 801 for £21.00 raised instead to MDC (for the St George’s Day TENS).

v) Accounts for Payment:

Cheque 804 – £  93.60
Paul Sandy (Caretaking April 2007)
Cheque 805 – £  34.18  
Mendip Housing (Hire of hall Feb & March 2007)

Cheque 806 – £351.45  
Beverley Palmer (Clerks Salary Apr 2007 £274.36 and expenses £77.09)

Cheque 807 – £  85.19
Frome Hire Centre (Hire of generator for Open Day)

Cheque 808 – £    6.00
SALC (postage for copies of Good Councillor’s Guide)

Cheque 809 – £  99.00
DAN Hire (balance for hire of toilets)
Cheque 810 – £  76.50
Chris Davies (for Parish Plan expenses)
vi) 
Receipts:

£       41.93  
Bank interest for March 2007

£11,907.00
MDC (Precept for 2007-8)
15. Reports 
i) Planning 
Applications:

MDC – Ref 101808/007 Amended design for 2-storey extension at Hillmarton, Ridgeway for Mr L McGee. No objections.
MDC – Ref 119349/001 Erection of two storey side extension at Oakford, Frome Road for Mr J Higgins. No objections.
MDC – Ref 119840/000 Change of use of shop to restaurant at 11 Church Street for Woodward & Pujdak. No objections.

MDC – Ref  119824/000 Erection of annex at 17 Berry Hill for Mrs J Down. No objections. 

Approvals:
MDC – Ref 119497/001 Permission granted for a two-storey extension at 5 Market Place for Mr N Larsen, conditions apply.

SCC – Permission granted for new 5-bay relocatable classroom unit for use as a pre-school, plus outdoor play area. Conditions apply: classroom to be removed and land reinstated to former condition on or before 31 March 2012.  
ii) Footpaths
Representatives: It was agreed that this will be a communal effort. 
A tree is down in the combe, Mr Masters will investigate.
iii) Playground
Representative Mr Davies (with help from Ms Bullard). 
One of the spring items is broken (believed to be the daisy) to be investigated. 

16. Reports
The Chairman asked for representatives for the following organizations.

i) SALC – Representative Mr Lloyd. 
ii) Village Hall – Representative Mrs Capstick-Dale. 
Mr Davies confirmed that the computers are now installed and a computer club has been muted, but supervisors are needed. The old Notice Board was discussed; it was agreed to locate it at the Village Hall. 
iii) Nunney School – Representative Mr Lloyd. 
Mr Lloyd updated the meeting on the new mini-bus, which is a shared facility between Nunney, Mells and Leigh on Mendip; it is insured for any community group to use; bookings can be made with the school (charge applies); drivers must be approved.
17. Items for Next Meeting 

Byfields Cemetery – replanting.
Document archiving (Clerk).
“Free Parking” sign (Mr Gaunt).

18. Dates of Next Meeting

Monday 4th June 2007 at 7.30pm

The meeting concluded at 9.30pm.
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